Thompson: Let’s help child witnesses

By Tim Richard -
stalf writer

Richard Thompson's first change
as Oakland County proseeutor will
be almed at easlng the trauma for
child witnesses In abuse and moles-
tation cases,

“We will assign a speciffc assist-
ant prosecutor who will follow the
case through the system,” said
Thompson, 50, who took his oath of
office Tuesday but docsn't succeed
L. Brooks Patterson untll Jan. 1.

“Right now, a child may be ques-
tloned by three, four or five diffcrent
prosecutors, This (new program) will
climipate dealing with all the
strangers,

“It will make the child feel more
comfortable. It will make the family
feel more comfortable.”

THOMPSON, IN a brief interview

follewling a 45-minute ceremony in
the county Board of Commissloners'
audltorium, sald he has been work-
ing on the plan for a month,

“'We're developing a program with
the Chlld Abuse and Neglect Council,
where they wlli put in for a grant
through the Skillman Foundation to
develop a child advocacy speclalist,”
he said.

“We want to cut down the number
of Interviews {of child witnesses).
Right now many agencies have to In-
terview them.”

‘The Senate Judlciary Committee,
headed by Rudy Nichols, R-Water-
ford, who was In the audlence,
worked on biils to allow videotaping
the testimony of child witnesses to
reduce Lhe number of interrogations.

Thompson sald, however, there is
“a question of constitutionality sur-
rounding them. We will contlnue to

THE PROPOSAL to allow video-
tapes came in 1887 from Sen. Connle
Blnsfeld, R-Maple City.

Youth workers told moving stories
of children who had to tell their sto-
rles of sexual abuse by men seven or
elght times — to a teacher, a soclal
worker, a police officer, a prosecu-
tor and a cross-examining defense
lawyer. Each time they were forced
to tell the story, the children felt
gulltier and gulltier for getling an
adult in trouble unti), finally, the
kids were literally too unnerved to
testify In court.

Thompson's plan to use a single
member of the prosecutor’s staff
won't necessarily reduce the repeti-
tions, but wlil allow the child tosee a
{;nmmnr and supportive face each
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After 16 years as chie! amsistant
prosecutor In the shadow of the
flamboyant Patterson, Thompson
won election to succeed his bosy, who
Is retiring into private law practice.

State Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy,

T P! s

through a hard-fought four-man Re-
publican primary, joked that his can-
didate “has been smiling lately.”

Sheriff John Nlchols, elected with
the Republican slate to four-year
terms, sald, "T've seen a change In
Dick Thompson. I caught hlm smil-
ing a couple of minutes ago.”

Both jokes brought laughter from
an audlence of several hundred, to
whom Thompsan is famed for a per-
petuatly somber countenance.

Patterson, in bis final 10 days in
office, added, “I'm not a lame duck.
I'm a has-been. Bul it's been a great
18 years, and in it I have focused on
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one thing: I'm the victim's attorney."”

Palterson called Thompson “an
impeccably bonest workahollc who's
been part of the program.”

THOMPSON WAS grateful, as
usual, for the Patterson endorse-
ment, but he also underscored
Cruce's help.

“The political pundits doubted 1
had the experience and organization
to run a successful primary. There
were probably right. Then along
came Doug Cruce, (who) taught me
the practical aspects of ruaning a
campalgn.”

On a more reflective note, Thomp-
son, the son of Armcnian imml-
grants, sald his late father, Albert,
would bave been pleased at the way
Amerlcans In recest wecks alded
that carthquake-torn scction of the
Soviet Unien.

Richard Thompson ~
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