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MY FAVORITE gift thls season
was a letter from a lady that —
wel), let her speak for hersell.

“This marks the second annual
Adoption Week recognized by our
state Legislature. 1 thought it a
good opportunity to express my
thauks to you, :

“Almost two years ago at this
Ume of the year, I ran across a
newspaper artlele that impacted
my life and continues to do so like
no other artlcle has dane. That artl-
cle was written by you and was t-
tled *Adoption: In their hook It's a
good word.

“l was elght months pregnant
and would soon place my child for
adoption. I was desperate for a ray
of hope and found it by happen-
stance when I was flipplng through
the pages of the newspaper and
came upan your article. The phone
number listed had been something
hoped for and prayed for.

“I IMMEDIATELY took advan-
tage of it. Yes, desplte the fact
Catholle Social Services was han.
dling the adeption, not much was
offered to date my needs,

Adoption option
is a good choice
for the childless

———

Tim
# .« Richard

The social statistics I've scen In-
dicate that for single mothers,
adoption used to be the solution for
one-third or more untll the last 15
years. Todoy adoptions are down to
the 3 percent level for single moth.
ers,

Social services agencles don't
counsel teen girls, in particular,
about the adoption option. From
what I can gather, the thrust of so-
clal workers' and pecr group coun-
seling Is that a single mother can
g0 it alone because there’s lots of
governmental help,

NOT LONG ago, I found mysell
publicly rebuked by a raging fem-
inlst for suggesting that adapu?su

t

“So I must thank you, Mr. Rich-
ard. Unknowingly you have partlel-
pated In a chain of events that
loomed large in my Ufe. Most of
all, I'd Ilke to thank you for bring-
ing to light a toplc which nceds
more positive coverage and just
plan coverage. To this day, I have
an uncannny fecling that article
was meant {or me." .

Here she names the child and
says ke “is dolng well, and I have a
gold locket as a token of thanks
from him and his parenis, As
promised to me and my top priori-
ty, he will know of his roots and the
welght of the declsion made for
him by two people who wanted the
best for him and who love him,

“1 don't know if It's due to de-
mand, but it scems I've heard in-
creasing talk about the subject,
adoption, by people who have been
touched by it withiz thelr circle of
friends or family (¢.g., adoption
cards in Hallmark stores).”

THERE ARE other kind words,
but that's the bulk of the letter and
the gist of our point.

Among social agencies, adoption
has beeome a disty word, virtually
unmentlonable.

was a better — 3
soclally cheaper, more_beneficial
and less bloody — alternative than
abortlon or single parenting.

In the other camp’s view, only an
ogre would suggest a female, even
2 jobless teen dropout, give up her
baby for adeption.

Durlng the late campalgno,
George Bush, the winner, dropped
a comment about adoption belng
preferable to abortion, I'm unsure
what he has In mind for a {ederal
policy. Certainly a change In atti-
tude — particularly among those
who counsel young women — is in
arder,

Meanwhile, childless couples
who can afford $20,000 to pay a
surrogate mother and an attorney
have been cut off at the pass. Mich.
igan law now outlaws such com-
tracts.

“‘Adoption” is a good word.

‘The Adoption Option's address Is
P.0, Box 7052, Huntington Woods
48070-7052. The answering service
number is 5$83-8940. The group
meets monthly on Thursdays.

Tim Richard, political writer
and columnist, is the Oakland
County editor of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

- New Year’s promises
Finishing projects and developing patience

THIS IS the time of year when ev-
eryone toots their horns, pops
pagne corks, and makes a
nojse about the new year,

1t's time to shed thoughts about all
that wos bad and develop a fresh
outlook for 1989 — about ourselves
and others,

So, what's new for the year?

‘We can be reasonably sure each of
us will age another year. We know
that tomorrow will bring opportuni-
tles we didn’t take time (o conslder
today. We can never be sure we will
mové forward, because sometimes
we take those giant steps back.

In the newspaper business, we can
be sure another deadline is just
around the corner, that something
dlfferent will bappen next week or
month, and that we will contlnue to
expand our horizons — and yours —
through Interviews with new people.

But the fact Is, we don't really

Bigotry

IT'S TWO days before Christmas,
the sun is shining and It is hard to
belleve that so many will spend the
next few days in a haze of paln in-
;lead of the heightened clarity ‘of

oy,

December has not been a great
month this year: a sister-in-law’s
young father died unexpectedly, here
in Livenla we lost & young, warm
and caring school superintendent
also without warning and, in Scot-
land, 280 people are dead, most
blown to pleces in a tragedy of
unspeakable proportlan.

And yet as a white, middle-aged

lot of

Livonia resident I have spent the Jast -

two days dwelllng on an incident
(hat In its own small way was just as
unexpected and just as evil as that
plane crash.

FOR AS I waited to be seated In
the small restaurant at the Livonla
Mall, I was asked, “Do you mind sit-
ting next to black people?”

Imagine, this is 1988, This is the
North. This s Christmas: peace on
earth, good will to men. And I am
asked, Do you mind sitting next to
black people?”

And my nalvete must be showing,
because I still can't believe the
young woman In her bright blue
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FOR KIDS
20% off all ltems
under $20 storewide.
Pertect for kids with
holiday money to spend!
Make 8 visitto..,
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Closed Jan. 2

698-2081

Caswell Modernization
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Thc symbol of true romance

Thered no finer way to express your feelings than with
R a gift of enduring beauty from Greenstone’s. We feature an
ive selection of traditional engagement rings and custom
diamond creations in stunning gold and platinum settings.

Featured designs from $625.

$5%
=

RIZ T 0ak

GREENSTONE’S

CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

528 N. WootwArD, BIRMINGHAM 4 Brocks NorTH OF MArLE 642-2650
MoNmY-SATURDAY 9:30 To 5:30, Trurspay UnTie 8:00

know what's new, and what the new
year will bring.

‘That's what makes lfe interesting,
and New Year’s resolutions so
tempting. We have the cholce to
shape a new year, and make It our

own.

Wel, at least we can think about it
for a couple of weeks; whether we
choose to do it is another matter.

On that note, I resolve to:

® Take all those photographs
from boxes and put them Into photo
albums, D've already promised to do

lives in today’s turmoil

7 Catherlne
- Tralnor

blouse spotted with flowers thought

. she was dolng us — the white wom-

an with young daughter — a favor
by sparing us the prospect of sitting
next to black people.

“0f course not, why woutd 17"

“Well, a lot of people do.”

Stunned, we were led to the table,
some 12 Inches from a young black
couple, college students perhaps,
well-dressed and {nvolved with each
other.

“And did they ask you,” I won-
dered, “if you mind sitting next to
white people?”

it for my husband’s family, so I'd
better get hopping. Besides, a trip
g:wn Memory Lane woulda't be all

d.

® Get rid of the putrid yellow
bathroom by painting it a softer,
lighter green, I've bad the paint for
five years and just never got around
toli

t.

® Repalr the light flxture in the
basement whlich broke when my bus-
band was practicing his golf swing,
Oh yes, and to improve my golf
game by at least 10 strokes.

® Finish the basement (now we're
getting serious)

® Complete all the crafts projects
that were staried years ago, Each
has its own bag and sits In a corner
of just about every room in the
house, Anywhere I go in 1989, there
will be a craft project on which to

work.
@ To finlsh lining the kitchen cup-

IF THE situation were reversed,
would they have been asked? Of
course not; we know the answer. And
we are left to wonder, would they
bave been left standing until & more
sultable location was found, not g0
close to the white folk?

How degrading, how demeaning,
not only to them, if they knew, but to
me, How could ihis woman think
that I was the kind of person who
should even be asked such a ques-
tion?

Well, I ate my favorite shopplng
meal, which tasted like cardboard,
and afterward took the owner out.
side to discreetly (oot to spare his
feelings, but 80 as not to embarrass
the many hlack people in the restau.
rant) express my deep, deep cutrage.

“She's out,” he said, protesting
that he would never condope such
behavior and apologizing profusely.

WELL, MAYBE. I have lived upon

SRR

boards and closets, which are about '

If done. H
I'm getting tired just thinking
about it. i
Besldes the many projects I hope :
to complete Lo 1989, my main hope is
to be kinder, more understanding -
and compassionate. I want to see :
more of my family and friends, I .
want to concentrate on the lmport- :

ant things, L
First and foremost, 1 need to lexrn -
atlence. .
How about you? Think New Year’s ;
resolutions are corny? Take some -
time to think about the Httle things, |
the big things, those that are the :
most important for you. R may
make a difference in your life, and |
its outcome at this time next year, .
May your days be merry and :
bright, and your 1989 outlook be new |
and exciting. .
Happy New Year!

this earth, all over this country, for
nearly half a century. I have heard
people tell racist jokes, make racist
remarks. I know there is segrega-
tion, T know there Is evil in the
world. o

We don't know yet If Flight 103
was blown to bits by terrorists. If it
was, It becomes yet the latest cleay
example of humankind's seemingly
uanlum capacity for spectacular
e

XAnd bere, in Livonia, a few days
before Christmas I was witness to
the truth that there is another kind
of evil, just as insidious and one for
which no effective security device
has been found efther.

And she wore a bright blue blouse
covered in'flowers and she though
she was dolng me & favor.

t
Catherine Trainor is a copy ed.-
itor at the Observer & Eccentrig
Newspapers.

SERVICE.

" It’s just asimple word. But in the right hands it can
really mean something. If you haven't experienced
it lately, stop by an Allstate office in your neighbor-
hood and let us show you what it means. :

Alistate




