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TWIN aims to link travelmg businesswomen :

By Mary Rodrique
statf writer

As a reglonal sales manager re-
sponsible for an 11-state dlstrict, Su-
san Cameron often found hersell in
vibrant citles like Chicago — rich
with nightlife, theater and good res-
taurants.

Yet most often she settled for an
apple for dinner In her hotel room,
ﬁw):‘lllng to venture out alone after

1]

Once a man rapped on her window
at 2:30 a.m, on the premise of want-
ing an interview. She politely declln.
ed and called hote) security.

“After that I never stayed in a

place that had doors opening (o the
uuulde," she sald,

Three years of constant business
travel gave Cameron a grasp of the
types of problems women on the
road face. And the number of women
is growing. Cameron cited figures
from the Travel Data Institute in
Washington D.C. Business travel is
up by 35 percent since 1980, with
women accounting for a full half of

t increase.

“We're sceing women on the road
like never before — pharmaceutical
representatives, computer service,
food industry jobs,” sald Cameron,
whose job Involved college recruit
ment.

‘““The main problem s you mever
get out and see a clty. You tend not
to get out alone. I wouldn't think
twice about golng alone to a movie
in my hometown, but io a strange
city, no."

Flguring there were probably
many othet womea like her, Camer-
on created the Travellng Womens
Information Network (TWIN), a pro-
fessional service which links travel-
ing buslnesswomen.

MEMBERS FEED the network
their name, dates of travel, destina-
tion and hotel. Fellow travelers can
retrieve the Information by calling
an 800 number or directly by com-
puter, All major U.S. cities and soon
CaTn:vdiantlg’be covered.

a twofold purpose
provide buddies for traveling buxl-

“There are things you learn on the
road: don't drive at night, allow an
extra hour for an appolntment in a
strange city, have all the equipment
you need with you and don't assume
anyone can help you with anything,”
she sald.

A woman golng into a hotel bar
alone creates the wrong Impression,
she added.

“You become a urget. You're lim-
ited on soclal life."

Cameron, whu bos Eh dolctouu in

e
of Michigan, is developlng a hotel
directory for women. Some places,
such as the Farmington Hills Holi-
day Inn, have club rooms — lounges
with a smalt bar and a few {ables,
newspapers and the like — where
women can unwind without feeling
ke they're on dlsplay, she sald,

Holels are joinlog TWIN and of-
fering discount rates to other TWIN
members, Cameron sald, In prepar-
ing the directory, Cameron Is target-
Ing slx hotels per major city, cover-
ing locations from the rt to
downlown, east to west. Probably
not every state in the unlon will be
represented. Cameron looked at pop-
ulation centers, corporate headquar-
ters, and likewise emphasized the
eastern seaboard, the north central
USS,, the West, and Toronto.

IN METRO Detroit, she has con-
tracted with a hotel at the afrport,
one In Plymouth, her hometown and
TWIN headquarters, two downtown
and two in

The idea behind the localization is
that someone is not golng to drive an
hour through a major city to visit
with a TWIN member In a distant

otel.

In addition to Cameron, TWIN has
two part-time staffers. They are
Ruth Ann Zelgler, a consultant and
trainer for the Wayne County Inter-
medlate School District and School-
cralt College, who acts as a seminar
lcader. The other is marketing direc-
tor Mary C, Castle of Plymouth, for-
merly with MCI and Arthur Ander-
son and Co.

Cameron was on the faculty as a
professor at Ohio State University
and Syracuse University, where she
courses on Women In Or-

and offer

on develap-

ment.

If youw've been charging through
the holiday season like a child in &
candy lhop. {t's time to put down the
credlt cards and check your
inances,

The average American owes ap-
proximately $1,500 in unpaid revolv-
ing dedbt. That amount can be too
much o{ : {lnanclal burden. Accord-
Ing to th of

tions and did research on
adult development.

the amount of money you have avnll-
able for paying credit card blils and
other montbly e: such as ba-
sic food and transportation costs.
Now you have an idea of how
much you can alford to send to each
of your creditors on a monthly basis.
1f you cannot atford to spend more
n the minlmum, or to pay all your

CPAs, mosl people cannot al(nrrd to
owe more percent of their
monthly take-home pay, But for
someone with an annual gross in-
come of $20,000 or less, even owing
15 percent can be a hnrdshlp. If you
are single, $20,000 in annual gross
{ncome es to about §$14,500
after taxes, Soclal Security and
other payroll deductions.

To determine how much debt you
can carry, calculate how much mon-
ey, you have avallable each month.
Start by dividing a plece of paper
Into two columns. In one column, list
any form of monthly Income you
recelve. In the pext column, 'rlle
dosrn all of youlfized expenses, In-
luding rent or mortgage payments,
uullly bills, car or tuition loan pﬂl{;

ments and Insurance premiums. °

difference between your net mouthly
income and your fixed expenses is

ai on time, you are probably
over your head In debt. And you may
be headed for even more credit trou-
ble if you can answer yes to some of
the following questions.

® Do you borrow money or take
cash advances on credit cards to
meet current bi

® Does the thought of adding up
all your bllls make you panic?

® Do you Ignore your credit lim-
its?

@ Do you collect cash from
friends In restaurants and thes use
your credit card to pay furld.lnncr
out?

® Do you go on credit spending
:resemu:oughyoukmwyon
mlzht not be able to make the

"Wen golng to link up with the
national uekwork of women in sales
50 women around the country know
about us,” sald Cameron, who offi-
clally launched TWIN last June, al-
though (ke idea hos been brewing

about three years.

There are currently 112 members
of TWIN. And that falls short of the
nember needed to make it operation-
al.

“We have 200 (memben) pro-
jected for the end of this year and
1,000 by the end of 1989, sha said.

TWIN founder Susan W. Cameron (teft) and marketing director Mary Castle di

CAMERO! a mathemati-
clan figure out Imv many

“Women must learn a litte more
It's good

it would take to make the system
work,

“He came up, with 200, With 200
members, there would be 80 percent
probability of aomeouluylnz in the
same place at the same

Cameron cxpects TWIN to be
pmnuble by June 1989 If the pres-
ent trend continues.

Cameron sees the
Integral part of TWIN because ol the
different attitudes of female va
male business travelers,

fective business travel and career pianning and assessment.

monthly paymenta?

® Do you have to use credit cards
to pay for smal), everyday expenses?

@ Do you occaslonally recelve
overdue or delinquency notlces?

® Do you have to postdate checks
50 thal your payments won't bounce?

@ Do you have trouble imagining
1lfe without credit cards?

@ [Is your savings account slowly
dlsappearing?

‘The more “yes” answers you bave,
the more you need to stop and re-
view your spending habits lnd debt
1oad. If you are already having trou-
ble paying your bills each mooth,
you probably need (o take some les-

assume that the lender knows your

financlal situation better uun you
do. 1f you are already drowning In
credit, another card will only drag
you deeper into debt. The same gen-
erally holds true for hume-cqnuy or

bmlnaa to know a lot of people. You
can use that person as a contact lat-
er«lrln.Andymbecameamwmu
we.

“Women often think of that as us.
ing people, But they need to realize
they need not become best friends
wlth women they associate with in
thelr professlonal lives.

‘Women be for

Upcoming seminars iaclude
“Strategles lor More Eifective Busl-
pess Travel,” “Career 3
and Plamung" and a mentor series

with lpeak:n who are well estab-™
lished n thelr careers. -

A lnur~day summer conference
Cape Cod next year wlill offer ll!a
planning and career security wcrk-
shops.

can

each other for benefits of informa-
tion exchange and professlonal fn-
clusion.”

inar reservations can be made by
writing TWIN, P.0. Box 776, Plym-
outh 48170 or by calling 51-6888.

plans for up

porﬁm: of the previous month’s bal-

llyouslmply cannot {ind the mon-
ey to meet your bills, you will proba-
bly need help from a credit coun-
selor. 'nnex-: are 356 non-profit con-
services

personal leans
debt. The chances lxe simply too
great that such losns will Jull you
into believing that you have pald
your debts and can now resume
charging.

Draw up an austerity budget to
see [f you can free more cash to pay
your obligations, Try to pay off more
than the minimum owed on each of
our credlt cards. Remember, the
only way to rednce your balance is
by paylng off any new charges in
full, plus ihe interest and at least &

that belong to the National Founda-
tion of er Credit and can
help you work out & payment plan
with your creditora. The bon-profit
counselors charge only a pominal
fee, or In some cases, no fees, For a
director, write to the NFCC at 8701
George Ave, Suite 507, Sliver
Syrlng, Md, 20910,

credlt counselor will help yw

repayment terms with your
tors. Because they often work close-
ly with creditors, they can usually

on more .l-

Holiday aftermath: a mountain of credit card debt

work out a better repayment plan
than you could. When the plan is ac- =
cepted, you write one check to the 5

VesnaegrIaseanEnen

and sem- ~

o

mnseloruchmouih'holhmpn--

cels it out to the creditors.

vince them you want to pay.
But before things get thal

zm,‘
. take a close Jook at your credit lev- =

els. If debt load is approaching 20 T

percent of your take-home pay, it &
ybeumeucutbukunm
credit expenses.

sons in debt

HERE'S ME suggestions {o
belp free youxull from the credit
crunch,

Hide your credit cards from your-

sell, Forget they exist. If your mail
brings you a tempting application
for a pre-approved credit urd with
a limit of $5,000, tear it up. Don’

HOW MUCH DO WE CHARGE?
.(In'billions)

more.

“New Year’s Resolution ”

SELL LOW! SELL A LOT!
NEW 1988 CADILLAC SEDAN de VILLE

AVAILABLE AS LOW AS

*20,375

Stock #8220, Leather seats, powsr win-
dows & locks, AM/FM stereo, Jocking wire
wheel covers, power seat, gold package &

MANY MORE AVAILABLEAT SIMILAR SA wms‘,

'Cultomer Driven ... Cadiltac Style”
“'555 S. Rochester Road .

Rochester, Michigan
658-3500
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