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Before a new sports year ls
ushered in next week, a look back at

) yearln réi"rlew'

the past year seems dur
ing these final days of 1988,
Many stories were written about a

wide range of sports in the previous
12 months, but no story was bigger
than Farmington Harrison's success-
ful foatball season.

The Hawks began the season as
the No. 1-rated team in Class B, and
the season ended that way, too, as
Harrison whipped St. Joseph 44.6 to
win the state champlonship in the
Pontiac Silverdome.

Coack John Herrington guided the
Hawks to their fifth undefeated reg-
ular season n his 19 years at the
helm, another Weatern Lakes Activi-
tles Assoclation champlonshlp, a
fifth appearance in the atate finals, a
third Michigan High School Athletic
Association crown since 1981 and a
13-0 record.

Harrison also boasted a pair of all-
staters: junlor quarterback Mill
Coleman and senfor end Bryan Waul-
dron, both of whom combined to
rewrlte the school and state-final
passing records.

A story on a par with that of the
Harrison football team was the one

Involving the North Farmington bas-'

ketball team: the death of North
player Matthew Leiter last January
and the Ralders’ subsequent late-

Joe Hannaws, a senior defensive tackle, drops
St. Joseph running back Gary Layton for a losa

is]mson surge to capture the WLAA

8.

. Following a loss to Westland John
Glenn In late January, Lelter, a jun-
lor forward, colle in the locker
room and dled of cardiac arrest. He
had scored his first varsity points
that night.

His teammates voted to play thelr
game at Farmington that Friday
night, The players wore black bands
on their uniforms for the duration of
the season.

North clalmed a come-from-be-
fiind, 53-52, victory over the Falcans,
winning the game on center Jim Ra-
tajsk!'s basket with one second re-
malning. Coach Tom Negoshlan
called it the most emotlonal game in
his 20 years of coaching.

Sophomore guard Matt Hoffman
scored 22 points, which included slx
triples, and passed to Ratafski for an
assist on the game-winning basket.

The following is a synopsis of the
year's major sports news as well as
further detalls on the top siories:

JANUARY

@ North won Its second stralght vol-

paced North with 13 points, including 9-
al-11 free throw shooting, in the champl-
onshlp game.

® February also is the month when
high school football players can slgn lete
ters of Intent. Harrison'’s center-lineback-
er Chris Cox went to Eastern Mlc‘hl';m

s

leyball a HiMls
Andover and did so without its top
hitters: Suz! Botcher and Stephanle
Kuapp, both of whom were Injured.

® After winning one of its flrst seven
games, Farmingion's boys basketball
team got a shot [n the arm by beating
undefeated Plymouth Canton 63-60.

FEBRUARY

» Farmington Mercy knocked off the
state’s No. I-ranked volleyball team,
Livonla Ladywood, in Catholic League
play with stralght 15-18 victories, The
Matllns were [ed by all-stater Jennifer
Slosar and Meg Plnkerton.

Mercy also won the University of
Mlchigan-Dearborn tournament. Slosar
and setter Kandl Boyle were ramed to
the all-tournament team.

® Farmington won s last three bas-
ketball games of the regular season, In-
cluding & €9-83 victory over North. But
the Falcons were shut out of the WLAA
playol{s when (he Ralders toppled un+

besten Walled Lake Central the next’
night.

® North's surprising 67-§3 victory
over the Lakes Divislon champs started
the Ralders on the path to the WLAA
title. North knocked off Western Division
winner Plymouth Canton 88-85 In over-
dme, John Glenn 47-45 and Plymouth Sa-
Jem $8-48. Senlor forward Jobn Shelton
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in the Silverdome. Harrison was 13-0 and state
champion In Class B.

CC overcomes Tolbert,
Eagles for initial victory

By Brad Emons
statf wriler  ~

Arat, tat, tat, tat, tat. . .

‘Those were the sounds echoing
throughout the Southgate Aquinas
gym Tuesday as Redford Catholle
Central got a shot In the arm, out-
guaning Tony Tolbert and Detralt
DePorres for its first basketball
victory of the season, 70-85,

‘The Shamrocks overcame a 47-
polnt performance, including five
dunks, by the 6-foot-3 Tolbert, to
gain a first-round win over the pre-
viously unbeaten Eagles In the
Aquinas Holiday Tourney, -

CC, now 1.3, will play for the
title at 8 p.m. Friday agalnst the
host school,

Tolbert's machine-gun style
shoating was offset by CC's bal
anced attack, led by 6-3 senlor
guard Jeff Schaner, who brand.
Ished some heavy ammunition of
his own, pouring In a team-high 28

_points, including a pair of three
polnters.

Making the most of his first
starting assignment, the left-hand-
ed sharpshooter drilled elght
stralght free throws In the final
quarter to belp preserve the hard.
fought win,

“JEFF'S FREE THROW shoot-
ing was clutch,” sald CC coach Ber-
nie Holowicki, “We started him be-
caunse he has worked so hard. He
earned It and deserved it

Senlor center Ray Richards add.
ed 15 polnts, while Scott Hauncher
(elght), Jon Barbara (seven off the
b‘epch), Terry Bnykln {siz) and

Steve Whitlow (3lx) divided up the
remalning share.

“We needed this one badly,” said
Holowicki, "“We knew DePorres
had a great team, but wa also knew
that CC has a tradition of rising up
another level when they're golng
up against any person of noforiety.
We've done 1t in the past against

le like Magic (Johnson) and
mfolne) Joubert."

It would be stretching It to say
Tolbert belongs In the same class
as Magic, but it's safe to zay he is
more than an equal to Joubest, who
starred a few years back at Detrolt
Southwestern and later weat on to

e a four-year starter gt
Michigan.

And it's apparent that Bill Fried-
er (U-M’s coach) is no dummy when
1t comes to recruiting. Tolbert will
be wearing the maite and blue in

college,

*Tolbert Is tough and he was
sure unbelievable tonight,” said the
©C coach. "We'd put one kid on him

and he'd wear ont another. -

Every-

oDV on him. He'd sure

fit Into cur plans (laugh). I just
hope we don't play him agaln.”

WITH HOLOWICKI yelling “pa-
tlence, patience” from the bench,
CC methodically bullt an 11-0 Jead
at the game's outset.

And the Shamrocks were able

carry that initlal advantage
throughout the night.

CC led 3220 at the half with
Barbara scoring a layup as the
buzzer sounded after the 8-5 Rich-
ards blocked two shots in & row,
one against Talbert.

But Tolbert, who had only four
first-quarter points and 14 at bal{,
started to heat things up in the
third quarter, scoring 17 polnts, in-
cluding three, three-pointers and &
dunk.

The Shamrocks carried a 10-
polnt lead Into the final period and
led by as many as 14 early In the
quarter after Schaner made a palr
of {ree throws resulting from a
technical called on Tolbert, who
was caught elbowing

But CC couldn’t stand prosperity
as DePorres made a late run. , -

DePorres’ pressing defense
forced CC into some late miscues
a3 the Eagles trimmed the defleit
10 64-81 with 55 seconds remalning
on a bazket by Tolbert.

DePorres stole the Inbounds pass
and scored, but the basket, a tip-in
by Tolbert, was waved off because
of a foul. (Schaner responded with
two free throws.)

THE FOUL HAPPENED to be
Tolbert's fifth, but that dldn't stop

the Issue, particularly after Terrell
Thornton’s basket with 28 seconds
1o play cut the dellcit to one, §8-85.
With only 15 seconds to play,
er canned a of free
throws, but the game wasn't decld-
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»

ol
sive back Todd Geaund opted for Grand
Valley Stata College.

@ North Junlor Zalm Cunmulaj was a
reglonal wrestilng champlon at 198
pounds. He deleated Cllo's fan Hearn Ln
the final, pushing his record 10 39-4 with
33 pins. He later finished fIfth {n Class A.

@ Oakland Community College beat
Hightand Park n the MCCAA semifinaly
but lost to Lansing Community College,
(he No. 1 team In NJCAA Divisfon 11, In
the {loa). It was ihe second stralght year
the Riders had beaten HPCC only to lose
in the champlonship game. OCC way une
successful Iater in its bid to repeat a3
NJCAA champs.

MARCH

® Chris  Lemanski of Farmington
played a key role In Redford Catholle
Central's march to the Class A title in the
first team wrestllng tournament. The
167-pounder pinned Jason Guthrle to
clinch CC's 49-10 victory over Hazel Park
in (he final.

@ North won the WLAA gymnastlcs
title In close competition with Canton,
1329 to 131.25. Farmington's Jackie
Daly was the individuxl star with victo.
ries oo vault and balance beam.

® Mercy won a district volleyball title
and advanced to the reglona) final before
Temperance Bedlord ellminated the
Matlins, who finished with a 33-8 record
after golng §-14 the previous year. North
also had a successiul year, winalng 30-
plus games for Lhe first time.

® Mercy athictes were in the news as
future college players. Basketball guard
Adrjenne Clark, who averaged 13 points
and 6% redounds, signed with Drake Uni-
versity, and tha 6-foot-1 Slosar, a basket-
ball teammate of Clark, accepted a vol
teyball scholarship (o Notre Dame. She
had 123 kilis and a .41% hitting percent-
ageas a senor.

® Junfor forward Chad Burgess
scored & school-record 44 points as Harrl.
s0n routed Livonla Clarenceville in Class
B district actlon.

# Oakland Unlverslly swimmers were
second in the NCAA Divialon IT champl.
onships. OU's Mark VanderMey was
named swimmer of the year, and Jim
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Jim Ratsjskl, a senior center, plctured here in a game against
Redford Union, scored the winning basket for North Farming-
ton in an emotional victory over Farmington last January. !

GET ON THE RIGHT TRACK

1480 West Romeo Road
Oxford, Mi 48051
693.243; .

BEECHWOODS
RECREATION CENTER

/0 Soulhfield Parks & Recreation &3

22200 Beech Road
Southfield, M! 48034
354-9603

®bgerver & Eccentric

 CROSS-COUNTRY
» SKI SCHOOL!

Cross-country skiing is a fun, exciting and healthiul way to enjoy the outdoors this
winter. You can learn to cross-country ski at the Observer & Eccentric Ski School
at several neighborhood locations in Oakland and Wayne Counties, Clinics begin
InJanuary (weather permitting).

#12* Includes &1

higher
Due to limited space availability, pre-reglstration is required. For complete
registration informatlon, call any nearby site listed below, Monday through Friday,
at least one week in advance of lesson.

Observer & Eccentric Cross Country Ski School locations:
ADDISON OAKS COUNTY PARK

with the

NEWSPAPERS

?ulf:mem rental and 1% hour ski lesson
with your own equipment)
*Non-resident fees may be

INDEPERDENCE OAKS

COUNTY PARK

c/0 Oakland County Parks & Recraation
9501 Sashabaw Road

Clarkston, M1 48016

625-0877

MAYBURY STATE PARK
7

303 West Main Street
Northville, M1 48167
349-0203

HERITAGE PARK WARREN VALLEY GOLF COURSE
c/o Farminglon Hills Parks & Recrealion c/o Wm County Parks & Recreation
‘31555 Eleven Mile Road 33175 Ann Arbor

Farminglton Hills, M1 48018 Wesliand, M| 48185

473-9570 261-1990




