Enhancing all
is top priority
for principal

BHI Smith draws upon all arezs of
his life for his new job at bnglm

From love of
country skilng, basketball and wrlt-
ing, to his former positions as com-
munity education director and ele-
mentary school principal, he says he
is ready for the challenge,

The new head of the elementary
school on the Farmington/Farming-
ton Hills border is ready to take the
reins, after a few weeks of working
closely with outgoing principal Mil-
lie Bennett, who retired this month.

“I want to look at each area and
enhance it,” ke explalned, *What we
need to do now Is keep looking at
ways to Improve, to move forward.
‘That {s my challenge."

HIS FIRST few weeks have been
spent pot only learning the admlnls-
trative role but visiting clnssrooms,

At one he showed slides, courtesy
of his brother who Ls a national park
ranger, At anather he played the pi-
ano, even though he only knows one
song. He even let his hair down and
played a little baskelball with anoth-
er class,

““The new theory is management
by walking around. Get off your seat

‘What we need to do
now Is keep looking at
ways lo improve, to
move forward, That Is
my challenge.’
— Bill Smith
Longacre principal

and move your feet. I've always had
that as a philosophy,” he sald.
“That's my preferred style. I like to
be out and vislble.

*“I need to know what we're doing
instructionally and how the kids are
responding to that,

Smith came to teaching — a faml-
Iy tradition — after pursulcg an in-
terest in math and economlcs, "I {i-
nally went back to what my family
had carved out for me,” be sald. "I
came out with a liberal arts back-
ground.”

That carried him to Romulus
Community Schools, where be
served as Communlty Education di-
rector, Head Start director, and
most recently as principal of Barth

y. In a written
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Bill Smith, new principal at 1
Smith sdld he belleves In community

for students and use of effective
teaching techniqu

“1 Imaw!cuabemlnﬂuwull ele-
mentary principal and I am anxious
to search out new avenues for
growth and challenge,” he said.

Y, with fitth
Smith 'is working on getting to
know each student’s name, a similar
philosophy carried over from Beqn-
nett's years as principal. He wants to
be a {r[md but ot a buddy, ‘T'm
e them feel I value

thelr work.' he sald, “I want them to
know I'm a friend, but within the

ders Jim Mad

proper framework.” He also wants
1o be a role model to the students,
Smith's philosophy on bandllng
problems Is one of “discipline with
dlgnity.”” “T hope I would dn that at
xll umm. he u!d.
couldn't be more pleased with
how its golng o far,” he added. “The

{left) and Mike Dujanowicz
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statf has made me feel velco'mq
they have given me & sense of ener-

&, :
It appears Smith will ﬂm
blue, country-style beart which
gs In the school's office. It says
"lnn acre is Special” and Smith ln-
unda to keep It that way.

RANDY BORST/staft Moﬁrw

Millie Bennett, recently retired principal of Longacre, enjoyed
meaeting with students In the schocl’s media center.

By Casey Hans
statf writer

community support and many days
of gleaned from her fob.

Millle Bennett has all sorts of fun-
ny tales. Like former students who
encounter her and want to know
“dldn't you used to be Mrs, Ben-
pett?" Or the kindergartener who
once told her “you're the best princ!-
pal I ever had”

“I wanted to ask him how many
principals he had had,” said Bennett
with a chuekle, as Lhe cleaned out
her offlce at Longacre Elementary
School, After 16 years as principal at
Longacre, and 25 years with the
Farmington schoo] district, Bennett
has retired and started a new life in
Florida with ber husband Gerald.

“This is the end of that line," she
sald, talking about her years teach.
ing and administrating. *I don't con-
sider myself old. I'm not old. I¢'s just

© to move on.”

pent the last weeks of
December panlux out the man)
ducks which she collected and whi
graced her office. She sald she want-
od everyone to have something that
reminded them of her. She sald she
will remember “overwhelming”

State Police reviewing
speed limits along 8 Mile

The future of speed limits on
Eight Mile [s now in the hands of the
Michigan State Police for study and
recommendations,

As of a regular review of ma-
jor roads, state police are working
with Wnym.- and Oakland countles to
study speed limits on Eight Mile
Imm Napier Road In Novl to Grand
River in Farmington Hills.

The eventual result could be lower

speed lmits, higher speed limits, or
no change at all,

“On a periodic basts, we revies all
the roads in the area,” Michigan
State Pollce Sgt. Weldon Gmlger
said,

The current action Is just part of
the regular review of speeds,
Greiger zald,

The state police review — under a

process required by state law — (o
cludh speed surveys, accldent stud-
fes and meetings wllh all the local
governments. “After we have all this

informatlon, we'll see what course of |

lcil‘lion we will propose,” Greiger
said.

Any recommendations for change
go to Michlgan State Police dlmctar
Richard Davis for approval, and
then to the Wayne and O d coun-
ty jons. A speed limit
change bcoomes cifective when new
slgns are posi

“IT'8 A rllhar lavalved process,
There are many, many things that go
into consideration,” Grelger said. “1
suspect we'ze not golng to get to an
on-scene survey until the middle of
January . Those speed limits
have been there quite a few years,
This does not seem to be

The state police review — under a
process required by state law —
includes speed surveys, accident
studies and meetings with all the local

governments.

One Important part of the study is
the information and opinions from
focal police jurisdictions — in this
case, Northville, Northville Town-
ship, Novi, Livonia, Farmington
Hills and Farmington. ““The local of-
ficers are the ones on the {ront lne,”
Grelger sald. *They typleally get the
first response,

Realism is another {actor. The re«
view must consider what speeds
drivers will drive, and what limits
the pollce can enforce, Grelger sald.

“Itsa cemrlete and total faltacy
that drivers blindly obey signs, They
don't,” Grelger said,

The state police try to find a limit
which 85 percent of drivers will obey
~— “the theory being, If we can ge!
cverybody to drive pi
same speed all the time, there wll]
be no lccidenu." Greiger sald,
“What I'm telling you runs in the
face of what a Jot of people believe
to be true.”

IN FACT, Greiger sald, a higher
Umlt can cause

that nceds Immediate attention to-
day.”

lower

overall.
Seat-ol-the-pants  “engineering

judgment” also comes into play,
Grelger said: “How does it feel?
Doces it feel like we're galnz too fast?
Does it feel like we're going (oo
slow?”

Other concerns Include “side fric-
tion,” how close development is to
the road; pavement condition; road
characteristies, like curbs and shoul-
ders; the “pace” of traffic, a 10
miles-per-hour span in w! most
drivers atay; curves, both right-left
and up-down; how much develop-
ment Is along the road, and what
lype of development It Is; trees,
parked cars and other sight hazards;
hidden intersections; and pedestrian,
activity,

For all these factors to consider,
the decisions — between 25 and 50

mph ~ are somewhat limited,
Gmlxnr said,

1o tal concerns
Aboutml;':mndmmh Grelger
2ald he himself Is a parent who lives

on a street. “You're golng to get the
best I ave to offer,” he said.

Staff writer Bob Needham of
the Novi News prepared this re-
port.

Botsford
ambulance
service
offersrides

CEMS ambulance service, & sub-
xldury of Botsford Geoeral Hospl-
In Farmington Hills, is offering
rldalthew Year’s Eve for those
who are too drunk to drive.

Aecvrdlnz to hospital spokes-

usan Petry, CEMS will of-

(u dda to people In Flmlnxton,
Farmington Hills, Redford, N

and Livonls.

If people are at a bar or party in
o0e of these communities a0d need
transportation to mn-
also in these communl — they
can call elther B!?—“M or 344-
1990. Hours for the service will run
from 7 p.m. New Year’s Eve until 3
am, New Year's Day,

Rides will be given only from the
:rtonpnhnn‘nbomc.l’aryldd-

That famous Millle Bennett laugh
could still be heard coming {rom the
principal's office In early December,
even as her successor Bill Smith has
already started his new job, getting
to know the children who now call
im “principal.”

“I have always {ried to make eve-

1y kid think be or she Is special,” she

xald “My actions have always been

to praise a kid. The self.

-esteem thing
1s 50 lmpomnl. 1 know most of my

kids by name.”

SHE WILL now transfer her edu-
cational ldeals to Florida, vl;lc::n ber

husband, an ordalned

priest, has mccepted a ministry in

Educator retires with years

Bradenton. She plans to become lo-
volvod “in some people-centered
" posslbly working with the

nlderly and others who need help.
She leaves behind a good example,
as parents and others in the commu-
nity have told her at a variety of
golng-away parties in December.
She also leaves behind some sugges-
tions for other teachers: “Remember
you're teachlng ail the time, just by
your very being she sald. “You
teach at ali Umu, not just In the

classroom. I've tried to do that.”
Bennett started her career in De-
troit Public Schools, comlog to
Farmington and the (former
Shiawassee Elementary in 1964, Be-
fore galng to Longacre she worked
at Beechvlew, Highmeadow, Willlam

of tales
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Flanders, Wooddale and

e has also been ac-,
tve in lhe Mlchlm Elementary uxi
Middle School Principals Assocla-
tion. Benett is a native of Detrolt,
and attended Alblon College where
she majored in elementary educa-
tion and musie. .

Her mentor was retired assistant?
superintendent Larry Freedman
who was her first principal bere ln‘
Farmington.

Grace,
Wood Creek,

She has fond memories of hu*:
years at all the Farmington schools;s

Y
she speat the most time, *This is my;
life, my extended famlly,” she exs
plained. “But lt'u time to move om-
We call that Life

sees

D E ST G N E R

DONNAKARAN

the Donna Karan Holiday and Resort
collection. Come {n and ses the *

Announcing the arrival of

designs that show just how special
this famous American designer
really (s...shaped blazers balance
slim skirts; team with trousers.
Halter style and V-neck body
blouses mix with swing and wrap
skirts and pants. Must-have
cardigans and shapely jumpsuits.
Luxe sfiks...cotton knits...
dynamic colors...poppy red, hot
pink, purple, black and white.
Collection ¥-1%.
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