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"ACKIE Troutman woo't forget- -

her 860th birthday. She says it
might well qualify as the
most exciting time of ber life.

. The milestone birthday arrived at

‘

N Lhenmeumeuwepuhuuum:el

‘b:rﬂnhwvd, “Dark Lullaby,” a

set on the
island of Kaual.

The Lynx Books paperback is Is.
sued under the Plymoutk native's
‘malden name, Jackie Dalton.

At ooe bookstore, at Jeast, that's a
plus. “I don’t know where else the
book 1s,” Troutman says, “But at
Metro News (in Canton) they’ve reor-
dered the book twice. When I went In
the last time, the cletk told me that
pearly everyone buying the book
says, ‘T went to school with heri’

In fact, it was 'l‘muumn'l Plym-
outh leh School En cher,
Edna Alien, who gave her a love for
words. “Every Friday we had vocab-
ulary drill. She would give us a word,
we would give her a definition —
and some of them I can still recite,”
Troutman says, “Bat she gave us
much, much more, She Joved litera-
ture, especially spoken literature —

band, Harvey, 14 years ago, and be-
tween them they have eight children
and 14 grandchildren,

FOR 10 YEARS, Troutman taught
bome economics n the Plymouth.
Canton Schools before becoming a
partoer in & company making train-
ing film strips for school cooks, The
nrlps, mrteud nationally, were a

and Troutman found the
partuhellkedbestabwlmnnlngme
business was writing the scripts.

‘When mountains of red tape mired
‘the company down, the partnership

dissolved. A cousin who dabbled be-la

ly
in 1983, and the cousin was right, ro-
mantic fiction was bot — but not for

tman.

“It was my own faull,” Troutman
says, “I was writing category ro-
mances and not bothering to read
them. The agents and editors kept
telling me that I dido't quite have it
My plots were too convoluted. Then I

!hat 1 really liked writing

m‘l‘m;ﬂmanbesmundlnzout

‘I was writing category
romances and not
bothering to read
them. The agents and
editors kept telling me
that 1 didn't' quite have
it. My plots were too
convoluted. Then |
discovered that I really
liked wri!lhg
suspense.’

_— Jackie Troutman

new novelist

povels, the responses Improved,
though she still balked at what she

calls “the narrow confines of catego- "

ry, the love scenes by page two and
all that”

TROUTMAN SAYS
started writing she promised
that if she hadn't s0ld a book Lo two
years she would give up and fInd
something else to do. But, “the two
years came and went — several
times — and I couldn't quit. Mach to
my surprise, I am totally addicted to
writing. I love the actual siiting
down and g to figure out which
word to use, but I also love talking to
people while I'm doing the research.
All I have to say Is, 'I'm a writer and
I'm really interested in your fleld,’
and, boom, they’re off and running.”

The interest in other prople’s sto-

rles comes npaturally to Troutman,
who sees bersell as a sto er
rather than a wriler. “I hear other
writers 83y, ' always wanted tobe a
writer.” Well, I pever saw myself as
a writer. I'm a talker, Just ask my
husband,” she says, laughing, “he
tells everyone, ‘My wife can sayany-
thing In 10,000 words or more.' ™

‘The writing came hard for Trout-
man until two things hap : Her
son convinced her to give his castoff
“Model-A" Heathkit H89 word pro-
cessor a try. She did and found it
eased the reversal problems that had
initially made touch typing difficult.
‘Then, after accumulating a box full
of what she calls “my first drafts,
though I dldo’t know it at the time,"
‘Troutman read a book by a :toryu:ll
er-writer who advised writers
write as um:gb they were telling l.he

alovd. * were my two

break throughs,” Troutman says.

In March, 1987, Troutman met’

afk-»'uul.l‘aby’ prdves soothing melody

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer.

Rnlired home economics teacher Jackie Troutman has discovered a new carcer at age 60 — writing romantic suspense novefs.

agent Joyce Flaherty at a meeting of

the Detrolt Chapter of Romance:

Writers of America. Flaherty en-
couraged Troutman to send her
something. But before Troutman bad
a chance, Flaherty called to ask if
Troutman would be Interested in
writing for the Jeffrey Weiss Group,
a book packager looking for people
to write to thelr specifications.

“WHEN DID THEY want a
posal? They wanted jt fast,” hw(-
man found. Since she and Harvey
bad just returned from a one-month
stay on Kaual, It was only patural
that the book's setting would be Ha-

wall. Within five days, she had
worked up a proposal — two short
chapters and a {ive-page synopsls —
and sent it off, The publishers bought
her Idea in June, but asked her not to
start writing untll she had heard
from an edltor. When she {Inally got
the call, on Labor Day, she was as-
tounded to hear that the book was
due on the first of December — less

qulet house and time on my bands,”
and Jeffrey Weiss sold her book to

Lynx.
‘Was It a thrill to fiod her book in
the bookstores? “More an exercise in

futility,” Troutman said. “I finally
got up enough courage to ask Metro
News if they would stock it. So far,
that's the only place I've seen it,
though my daughter called all excit-
ed because they had spotted it at a
Meijer’s store in Muskegon.”

But pot to worry. Troutman has
contract in hand for ber second nove
el, “Forbidden Treasure,” a roman-
tic suspense involving diamond min-
ing in the Upper Peninsula. The
bardeover, due out in March, 1989,
wiil be published by Thomas Boum
gy/Avalon, a “squeaky clean” pub-
lisher whose 60 book titles a year are
distributed only through llbraries

and are geared to both young ldulu
and senior citizens.

Troutman, not at all averse to
writing steamy love scenes or allow-
ing ber characters to use blue lan-
guage, sald, “they’re 3o squeaky
clean, it was challenge to find an ex-
pleﬂve that fits thelr guldelines™

Bouregy/Avalon is not a book
packager, 50 there's an outside
chance Troutman may earn some
royalucs beyond ):u- modest ad-

tman says, “The
fun o( mis is u:e ucltemwt of my
family and friends. That really is the
highlight. I can’t Imagine a better
way to launch a new career at 60,”
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CAREER SEMINAR
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JANUARY 19, 1989 « 7-9PM

YEAR WITH A
NEW CAREER!

CALL ERIN WALSH AT 3567111 FOR DETAILS

’
‘STUNNING TOWNHOUSE. Luxurious lI‘ﬂ'
R 2 badrooms plus Kbeary, 2% baths, 1

‘woods, Finkahed rec room,

CONDO. Dowmiown Fi condo
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WELL MAINTAINED W‘. Vly H‘\. 4 mn, ™

Bath, large lamily room.

10 stay. Newar roof, 2=uwlrduoum yoors.
0id. Seflerea motivaied, $58,000. £59-2300, 3
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