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Raiders focus hope on veteran setter
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RANDY BDRST/II(" Ppholographer

Darcy Pflnzl."a senior hitter, Is the top returning player at Harri-
son. Sce Page 2C for & proview story on the Hawks and Farm-

Ington Hilla Morcy.

By Dan O'Meara
staff writer

Hitters get all the glory in volley-
bali, but the setter Is usunlly the glue
that holds a team together.

After all, someone has to get the
ball to the hitters, and a team with a
good setter has a Jump on the com-
pelition.

That's why North Farmington
coach Sandy Lubleniecki isn't wor-
ried about having Jost five starters,
ineludin; Lanlttcrs, from last sea-
son’s 30-10 ballclub,

The team's lone returning starter
1s setter Debblo Weintravb, a 5-foot-
3 senfor who led the Ralders in as-
sists and serving (polats and aces)
laat year.

“Hitters are easler to develop, and
everyene wants to be a hitter,” Lu-
bleniecki safd. “But when you have a
seller anybody can hit from her sets,

“Obviously, it's a rebuilding year

when you lose five starters. But of |

the slx thls one (the setter) is the
caslest to bulld around.

“And we've got others who can set
when Debble is In the back row, so
we can take advantage of her all-
around talents,” she added,

North graduated all-area hitter
Missy Bosscawen, as well as Suzl
Butcher, Stephanle Knapp and Pam
Konjarevich, but the Ralders won't
be lacking tatented people to recelve
Welntraub's sets,

Donna O'Brien, 5-8 sentor, and
Vikkl Seamons, 5-10 junior, are the
top hitting prospects,

O'Brien galned a Iot of experience
last year when others were injured
and was a key contributor, and
Seamons, the center on the basket-
ball lcnm, represents North's hefght.

“We're not as tall as last year, but
this is probably the best team as far
ns jumplnz at the net and quickness

court that we've had at
North ] Lublenleclkd sald.

“Yowve Bot to have a player golng

across the front when tho other

Debbie

Fila pholo

's [one starter,

s Norl
but the Ralders can bulld thelr team uround her auperb skill as

a settor,

hitter in Courtney Knapp, a 58 jun.
lur. and Lublenfecki has been Im-
y Pattl Gooding, 5-8 unlcr.

team's good hitter is: up -there. -nnd Evaclnnr, 5.7 sophemore., " "

(Seamons) has been hittl.g super In

practice, so opponents wiil Iﬂve to

put somebody awful good on her.”
The Ralders have another good

Looking into crystal ball
for '89 sports forecast

)
HE FIRST LADY was graci-
ousenough to have cne last
| conversation with me
Housd fore she leaves the White
ousy.
Foygcf. Joyce Jlllson or Jum Dix-
on, when I want to consult somebody
about the stars, I call direct to 1600
Pennsylvanla Avenue. -
As a Pisces, Nancy advised me in
our last conversation, *Do whatever
you can to xet caught up In your re-
sponalbilities.” /
Sounds reasonable enough, consid-

.ering I've been delinquent In fore-

casting the Year in Sports — 1989.
But if's never’too late, 50 here Is
your Obxcrvcrhud homwcpe:

Basketbalie  Little Livenia
Clarenceville stuns state-ranked
Fnrmh:gtou Harrison In the Class B
districts. ¢

“Those ‘guys from Alaskn — the
Seawolves — spurred us on,” sald
copch Clarenceville coach Paul
Clough.” “After they benl UM, I
knew we had a chance.”

annu Harrison coach Mike

‘enchihan, chewing a towel: “We
dldn‘l take them lightly, 1 swear.”

© Farmington High wins Claas A
district after going 0-20 during the
regllar season.

team scems to be peaking at
lhe '};ﬁh‘ time,” aald Falcons coach

13 lenn?- 's Stevenson's 8-foot-6,

270-pound Mlku Vrooman sbatters
d John Glenn.

-Brad
Emons

/ -
Harrison coach John Herrington.

“I've seen worse weather,” sa
Thurston coach Emll Majeski, whose
team wins the Tri-River Lengue,

® New Stevenson coach Dlck
DeVrles gets thrawn out of the first
three games for arguing with um-
pires.

“When I was the dcbate coach at
Churchill I never got tossed,” says a
bewildered DeVries.

® Michigan High School Athletic
Association director Jack Roberts
warns about suspensions for players
and coaches caught chewing tobac-
co,

“Steve Irwin is gone; we're inno.
cent,” sald Glenn coach Norm
Hoe:m “All my players chew gum
now.”

Football:®  Redford Catholic
Central coach Tom Mach hires
Mouse Davls as his offensive coordl.
nator,

*If you thought we were wild and
crazy last year, wait unt!l this year,”

“1 wnm:d him about hanging on
the rim,” said coach Jim Mcintyre.

® Canton beats Salem for dlstrict
title when Brian Paupore, fouled at
mideourt, sinka a pair of {ree throws
with no time left on the clock.

‘“What's good for the goose 1s good
for the gander,” mald the referce,
who made the controversial call.

Basehall: # Syd Finch reports to
Garden City High for spring train-
ing. He strikes out 21 straight
batters on o g al{lﬁnd has the
“This must be an April Fool's
joke," says Cougars coach Bob
Dropp.

® Sngw, sleet and rain force can-
cellatjon of high school baseball sea-

son for many Observerland teams,

“It must be football umn." uys

by e\l

Mach, “When Wayne
Fontes let him £ 1 pounced on
Mouse like a cat.”

@ Glenn beats Harrison for West.
ern Lakes tltle, 45-7, a3 quarterback
Mill Coleman {s sacked 11 times.

“Every one of our defensive play-
ers wanted to make sure he (Cole-
man) was graduating,” sald Glenn',
coach Chuck Gordon.

“MIll couldn't’ find any of hls
receivers, it was too foggy,” com-
plalned John Rerrington, the Harri-
zon coach. B

| ® U.M’s Tony Boles accepts the
felsman Trophy after beating out
Oklahoma State's Barry Sanders by
bne vote.

ps.
f “I'd like to thank Barry’s line for . :.“The next step ls the
Inot blocking as

a3 mine," said

Boles. 25

;N

® Jim Gibbons, who moved up as
athletic director at Redford Unien,
on his possible replacement as
coach: “All I can tell you Is that the
guy lives In South Bend, Ind,, does
maglc tricks for fun and has a better
sense of humor than me.”

Hockey:® Westland's Mike Mo-
dono comes out of the junlors to lead
the Minnesota North Stars to an up-
sct playoff series win over the Red

Y3 Wings.

I couldn’t do it alone, a lot of the
credit goes to my llnemates Joe
gﬂurphy and Tim Higgins,” sald Mo-

ano.

# Al Iafrate surprisingly appears
on the CBC television show, “Cher-
ry's Grapevine.” (Commentalor and
former Boston coach Don Cherry is
Tafrate's biggest critle.)

“I don’t much care for Don,” said
the Toronto defenseman. “But any-
ways, ‘Blue’ (Cherry's dog and co-
host) 1s the atar and one who makes
the show go.”

Tennls: Carrle Cunningham turns
pro after losing to Steffi Graf In the
flnals at Wimbledon.

“This amateur stulf is for the
birds,” sald the 16-year-old Livonian, *
“By now I could have already pald
:o;d Ty college education at Stan-.

ord,

Golf; Little known PGA tour play. -
er Bob Proben & suprise winner at
the Masters.

Proben accepts the Green Jacket
from last years winner Curtls.
Strange: “This fits well, but how"
ab%nl the other green stuff?”

5 r; Stevenson coach Pete”
Scerri leads his team to another

i, state champlonship and squashes ru. *

rs about retirement.
"“T'l} be here at least until 1992,”
Scerrd said. “Don't forget, the World
Cup Ls coming here.”

i’lnu skating: Garden City na.
tive Jerl Campbell wins the Ladies

“Knapp has the best hitting tech.
nique,” she satd, “Some time at prac-
tlce, I'm golng to vidcotape her to
show others how to hit a volleyball

properly.”

Claar was the setter on the JV
team last year, but she will be used
mainly In the front row because of
her excellent jumping ability.

“For a girl who is 5-7, she can
block girls much taller than her, be-
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CROSS-COUNTRY
SKi SCHOOL!

Cross-country skiing is a fun, exclting and healthful way to enjoy the outdoors this
winter. You can learn to cross-country ski at the Observer & Eccentric SkiSchool -
at several neighborhood locations in Oakland and Wayne Countles. Clinles begln«
In January (weather permitting) .
2 lncludes ezzulf:

fo0s may be highe

Due to limlted space avallablllly. pre-registration is requlred For complete
reglstration Information, call any nearby site llsted below, Monday through Friday,
atleast one week In advance of lesson.

HERITAGE PARK

Slngles title at the U.S. Ch
ahi)

3 1555 Eloven Mile Road
Hills, M148018

then it's Ice Capades,” sald um
young skater,

" 473-957

A X4
&/0 Southtigld Parks & Hecmnnon Q‘, 2]
22200 Beech Hoad 2 >
Southlield, M! 48034 "L.Jg":' .

. 9603

Hills Parks & Recrealion

Observer & Ec tric Cross C ry Ski School locations:
ADDISON OAKS COUNTY PARK INCEPENDENCE OAKS
1480 Wost Romao Road COUNTY PARK
Oxlord, M1 48051 ¢/0 Oakiand Counly Parks & Recreation
8932432 . Ny 9501 Sashabaw Road
Y Clarkston, M148016
BEECH WOODS 825-9377
RECREATION CENTER

ment rental and 142 hour ski lesson Lo
h your own equlpment) . C

cause she gets up over the net,” Lu~
bienjeck! said.

The Ralders also return Kcllx
Coulson, 5-5 senlor, and Pam Gress
sler, 5-4 senlor. Cotlson will contin®
ue as the team's No. 1 server and'd
defenslve specialist, and Gressler,
wlll be the other setter, replacing the
graduated Carrle . O'Brien will
start in the No. 2 server posllluq
ogain.

“It's mot that (Coulson) is not t(
good hitter, but we had other glrls
who were tatler and took advnntngo
of their height,” Lublenlecki sald, .

Roundlng out the 1389 roster ara

setter Amy Post, 5-8 junlor, and
hitter Wendy Wolf, 5.7 senfor who ls
also o good server,
* “With s0 many experlenced plny-.
ers having graduated, the blg thing:
for these players Is to get Into the.
scason,” Lublentecki gald. “We need!
to play some games and get he feel*
for it. By the end of the season, we
should be a solld team.”

FARMINGTON

The Felcons have a flrst-year
coach in Sharon Hekker, who hopes
to' turn the Farmington program
around.

Hekker coached at DeWitt High
School last scason after graduating
in 1887 from Michlgan State where
she played volleyball all four years.

The former Bloomfield Hills

r- player has flve returning
phyen on her Farmington team.

Two of them, 5-8 sepjor Katle
McDonald and 5-8 junlor Carrie Mil.
ler, started for the Falcons last year.
The other holdovers are 5-10 junlor
Bonnle Wheells, 54 junlor Margaret
Martin and §-3 junfor Dawn Mon-
trese. 1

Pleaso turn to Page 2

MAVBURY STATE PARK o
K &/0 Northville Community Recreation
" 303 West Main Street

Northvilio, M1 48167

349-0204

WARREN VALLEY GOLF COURSE "

c/o Waj
33175

2611090

County Parks & Recreation
\ny Arbor Trall

Westland, MI 48185




