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Hawks’ comeback
can’t catch Salem

By Dan O'Mears
slatf wrlter

If anyane still needed to be con.
vinced about the legIUmm:y ol

_basketball -

Plymouth Salem’s
lhe Rocks supplicd the evldznce Frl-
day night,

In a game that certalnly lived up
to expectations, Salem dealt visiting
Farmington Harrison, ranked No. §
in Class B, Its first defeat, 85-64.
Both teams are 6-1 overall,

The Western Lakes Activitles As.
sociation crossover game dldn't
mean anything In the league atand-
ings, but that didn't mean anything
to the players Involved,

It was an exelting, back-and-forth
contest that saw the Hawks attempt
1o salvage a victory in the last min-
ute before Cralg Marshall's free
throws with 12 seconds left ﬂnnl!y
decided it.

“WHEN THEY come in our gym,
set up a rally and we show people we
can play, that'’s a blg cenfldence
bullder,” sald Sazlem star Jeff El.
liott, who poured in n game-high 28
points and atso had nine rebounds,
cight assists and four ateals.

“This was a game people dldn’t
think we could win. We made & cou-
ple mistakes near the end, but we'll
Tearn not to make those mistakes in
the next game.

“We had a seven-point lead to-
night, and we'll be even more confi-
dent in the next game, even i we
only have a one-point lead,” he sald.

HARRISON COACH Mlike Teach-
man sald the effort was there from
hls players and, therefore, couldn’t
be too upset by the outcome,

He did wonder what might bave
transplred hed time not expired
when |t did, given the seesaw nature
of the contest. The Hawks battled
back from a 13-point deflcit in the
second quarter and a 63-56 margln

with 1:35 remalning in the fourth.

“It seemed llke a pendulum type
of game,” Teachman sald. “They
seemed to, be on top of It when the
buzzer sounded. I'd like to see (what
would've hnppcned) it we had played
a 33-minute game.”

SALEM CARRIED the game to
the Hawks beglnnlng with Jeff
Gold's layup off the opening tip. The
Rocks raced to a 19-8 lead on Gold's
coast-to-coast play and were up 31-
18 midway In the second period.

“They were ready to fly pcople
agalnst our press, and we weren't
getting back on defense,” Teachman

Id.

“I-told my kids ‘Let's just match
athletic ability with athletic ability
and let the chips fall where they
may"’ Salem coach Bob Brodle

Elllm and center Joke Baker had
nine polnts aplece In the first half,
and the latter was a key to Salem's
eventual victory. The 6-foot-5 sopho-
moro added 13 pointe and pulled
down 15 rebounds.

But Harrisen ran off 11
unanswered points to make it a two-
point baligame, 31-29, and turn the
momentum, After Baker Interrupted
the streak with flve polnts, " the
Hawks cllmbed within one at half-
time, 36-35.

That trend continucd at the outset
of the second half, Harrison scoring
the first 11 points to take its first
lead, The Hawks hit three consecu-
tive triples, Including two by Chad
Burgess, and went from playing
cateh-up eatly to having a 10-point
lead, 46-36.

"Any time you play a team with
the atbletes they have, it's hard to

spread the game,” Brodle sald. “I
told our players the challenge was to
see if they could win the close ones.”

BRODIE SAID he emphasized to
his team the need to stop Harrison's
dribhle and penetration, belleving
Harrison's quickness was the biggest
threat, Thus, the Rocks conceded the
outslde shot, nearly to thelr regret.

Burgess, who scored 20 points to
pace the Hawks, hit four S-pointers,
Bryan Watldron and Jason Licht.
man one each. Wauldron tossed in 15

polots and hed six rebounds, and
L{:hlman finished with 10 polnts,

“"You have to make a decision as a
coach,” Brodic sald. “We decided to
make them beat us with the perime-
ter shot, and I'll be darned If they
almost did."

Elliott, who sank a palr of triples,
scored 14 In the second half and led a
Salem comeback that pulted the
Rocks within 52-50 after three quar-
ters.

It was Salem’s turn to surge carly
In the fourth, and Elllott’s drive to
the basket returned the advantage to
the Rocks, 56-55, and his outside ahot
gave Salem its 63-56 lead.

But the Hawks came close to turn.
ing the tables once more a3 a setfes
of late turnovers under pressure
from Harrison nearly cost Saltem.

LICHTMAN'S FREE throws with
:37 on the clock made it 63-62, The
Hawks had a chance to go ahead, but
Ml Colemnan missed the front end of
a 1-and-1 with:17 to play.

Marshall was fouled while taking
an inbounds pass after an exchange
of tumovers and sank the crucial
{ree thro

Wnuldran s S-point attempt
bounced off the front of the rim, and
Marcus Mack who added nine points
and slx caroms, scored a meaning-
less ba:kc( n(! the rebound with :01
remalning.

Ploasa turn to Page 3

Mistakes ruin Farmi

By Latry 0'Connor basketball actlon, The pressurc was
stat! writer on as Canton lquccr.ed out its fourth
The hand of fate kindly patted Things wm undeclded until the ff-

Plymouth Canton on the back, while *
a win merely slipped through the
mitts of Farmington.

The visiting Chlels erased a nine-
point deficit Lu the final quarter and
pulled out a §5-54 victory Friday
against the winless Falcons In boys

Falcons
tumblepast

Western

An Injury was not eaough to stop
Farmington gymnast chﬂlunn
Oates from dolng her best Thursday.
No, not even two injurfes,

Oates, suffering from shin splints
and a sore shoulder, won three
events and was second In another, as
the Falcons defeated Walled Lake
Western 121.1 to 80.9. Farmlogton Is
2-0 in dual meets,

Oates scored 8.18 on the uneven

bars, 8.6 on the balance beam and |

9.65 on floor exercise. She also post.
od a 7.95 on the vault, second only to
teammate Debbie Ford's 8.0,

“Hopefully, we'll be able to keep
{Oates) healthy,” coach Mary Bel
Schornhorst said, adding Jr.nnllnr
Reed was a_nice surprise on floor
and Debbis Ford lumed in & strong
performance on vault.

1t waa ot & good night on beam,”
she A’ddedv “There were t00 many
falls.” :

Farmington's Julle Lawton scored
in threo events: 7.05 on bars, 6.9 oo
beam and 7.7 on floor.

Sherrl Yiltalo was third on vauit
{7.8) and bum(l 8). Ford also acored
7. 7 on bars and Reed 8. 0 on floor,

NORTH FARMING'I'ON ralsed its
ect ledger to B0 Thursday,

perf Y
whipplng host Grosse Pointe North,
114-99. . |

* Standouts for North {ncluded soph-
omore Kristin Szutaraki, who won
the floor exercise with an 8.35 mark.
Junior Ellen Wesselman mred 795
to win the bars.

nal geconds, Mlke Myers sank two
free throws with 11 seconds left to
bring Farmington to within one.

The Chiefs’ Mike Sulak was then
fouled but missed the front end of
the 1-and-1. On the ensuing play,
Farmington's Jason Brown had trou-

ble hanging onto an upcourt pass.
Canton scooped up the ball and ran
out the clock.

The turnover was one of many
forced by the Chiefs In the flnal clght
minutes, Canton (5-2) tightened
vice with a trap defense, and !.he
Falcons popped under pressure.

“We changed our defense,” Canton
coach Tom Nlem! sald. “It sparked

BILL BRESLER/#tat) photographer

Bryan Wauldron scored 15 polnts, 11 in.tho h h
second half, Friday night as tho Hawks rallied and suffered Its first defeat. *
from an carly-game deficit against the Rocks.

ngton’s upset bid

us. We went to a full-court trap and
it worked."

In one span, the Falcons turned
over the ball four stralght times.
Travellng calls were the bane of
Farmington throughout the final
quarter,

FARMINGTON, 0-7, couldn't find
redemption at the foul line. The Fal-
cons were 7-0[-12 on free throw at-

tempts in the final elght minutes,

That didn't go well with a l-a! 8
performance from the floor in the
Tourth quarter.

“What really hurt us s that we
dida't hit the blx free throws down
the stretch,” sald Farmington coach
Pela Mantyla, whn was subblng for

Bob Kaump. Kaump was out of town
attending his daughter’s weddlng.

“ feel we played straight up with

d to a Salem rally

them except for the missed free
throws. We shot enough of them.”

Free throws didn’t carn Farming-

ton & nine-palnt lead in the fourth
quarter. Some good offensive plny
underneath the basket.did. Denn!
Raim! (10 points) and Chris Schmld
(nine polnts) put the Falcons In the
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on the bat

RANDY BO Rnnllll!pholognpht

night,

the atay
another Nonh. from Grosse Pointe.

wllh u vlclory over

S

Brighton

Mercy opens with win

Farmington Mercy kicked off what 1t hopes will be
another successful skl season Thursday by winning the
glant slalom tournament at Mount Brighton.,

The Marlins, delcndlnsgu champions of the Mnunt

this year, Birmingham Groves.
ard Kujala, was paced

ing for 12 years now.
Mclntosh

ond at $7.89.
The Marlins do

fifth with a 39.61 time.

and Tracie McClellan 11th &t 42.17.

team expected to be jts chief competition in the mguo

Mercy, under the direction of first-year coach Rich-
by the senlor dvo of Beth Mcln-
tosh and Molly McDanald, both of whom have been ski-

was the indlvidual winner with a com-
bined, two-race time of 3891, and McDonald was sec-

minated the top places, with highly.
regarded freshman Nicole Sinclair clocking $9.42 for a
fourth-place finish and Mary Kay Jerneycic taking

In addition, Mercy’s Sando Taylor was 10th at 4149

Kujaln, who replaces Cass Zarllkowski, has coached
for 11 years, the last two at Hartland mxh School, and
also traveled with the USSA team during that time.

“I think we have a real good chance of winning the
reglonal and golng to state,” he sald.

The Marlins competo with East Lansing af
today at Mount Brighton, but Kujala
‘Wednesdny, Jao. 11, meet with Groves “to be the race”
of the regular season.

Brighton, which competed Thursday without its No. 1
skier, Sarah Holmes, was third, followed by Hartland,
Birmingham Seaholm, Howell and Southfi eld Lathrup.

t 4 pm.
the

Marlins rally to victory

The Catholic League didn't walt
long to showease two of its wp vol-
leyball teams in the same A

r‘;mun Mercy an 0!

Bo‘m:u. & Class B finallst
Int wlnle.r. met Thursday at Mercy,
and the bost team prevailed 1810,
18-13 in the Central Division opener
for both teams.

The Marlins improved to M over

all, while Borgess suffered Its flrst

loss and mn lo 81,

Mercy ral in both games. The
Marlins t!ll!ed 10'9 In the first when
Pam Gryn, who had 11 points in the
game, served the last ix consecu-

Borgess led 18-11 In

game, but again Mercy
wln. -l'ennll er Gc(i

the second
served  four

cama back to’

L volleybal

stralght points, lnclading aces on the
{irat three. Her fourth serve was a
bard cross-court offering the Spar
tans returned, but Backy Leddy sent
{t back for a game-winning kill.

“IT WABN'I' A classle volleyball
DeBeliso

match,” M coach Tim
sald. “The kldl were nervous on both
nides,

“It wasn't the best volleyball in
the sensa there were a lot of rallies
hlak and forth, But, In both games,

- %o were down and had to fight back,

and.
\

“As 1 sald before; we would have
to play sooner at a maturo level with

young group, and thll is & big win
for us In that res;

‘The Marlins, however, can't afford

yeal

Class A titleist, In another key divl.
slon match at 7 pam. tonight at
Schooleraft College.

Against Borgess, Andrea Veltho.
ven and Goff were the big hitters,
recording nine and elght kills, re-

Golls hitting
was 571, Velthaven's 428,

Mercy also got strong passing out

of Gryn and Christy Johnson, who
between them made only five bad
passes In 38 tries.
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