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$9.2 billion break

State tax expenditures higher than tax bills

By Tim Richerd
. taft wilter

On paper, it looks as if Michigan
‘state and local governments collect
$15 billion In taxes.

But when all the exemptlons are

{lgured In, only 40 percent of that is
paid to state and local urers.
People, businesses and non-profit
groups get $8.2 billlon bnek In so-
called “tax expendlitures.”
. “Thls tax report s not advocating
either the elimination or the expan.
slon of tax expendltures,” sald state
treasurer Robert Bowman, “The re-
port slmply detalls the magaltude of
the tax-reducing features we have
built into our system.

““The Information Is important to

policymakers who must monitor and
ruvlew (he slrecture of eur tax pro-
gram.”

THE REPORT hns the lnﬁy title
to the

“logpholes.”” But the Leglstature
doc:n 't sce it that way,

ke, who, hea analy-
s In the governor's bndget office,
sald tax expendltures can be de!lned

of Tax
1987-88 fiscal year Executlve Budg-
et. Running 70 pages, !+ was pub-
lished by Bowman and budget direc-
tor Shelby Solomon.

In 1987-88, state lnws granted $9.2
billion in tax expenditures, up from
$8.9 billion in the previous fiscal
year,

Annumr way of looking at it: Tax

penditures are actually larger
|Ju|n the $6 billlon state general fund
budget.

To some, tax expenditures are

Chamber to celebrate

- A funfllled evening with county
leaders Is the Oakland County Cham-
ber of Commerce's annual member-
ship dinner on Thursday, Jan. 26,
* ‘The public may altend the evening
_in the Northflcld Hlton, Troy. It in
cludes a prime rib dinner, presenta-
tion of the first annual Athena

Awzrd, Introductlon of the 1889

as:‘'a granted l.o a group
within the tax often to

and water pollution control cquip-

ment. .

® $2.8 dlillon for indlvidual in.
come taxes — best known is the per-
sonal exemption, A major, compo-
nent Is the homestead property tax

encourage the group to do mmeuﬁng
it mlght not otherwise do.

MOST PEOPLE benefit from
some tax expenditure, even if It’s o
simple matter of golng to the dry
cleaner or barber. Services aren'’t
subject to the Michigan sales tax, ~

Michigan voters exempted grocer-
ies and prescription drugs from the
sales tax through a constitutional
amendment.

In dollar terms, here are the
state’s and local unlts' major tax ex-
penditures;

® $2.6 billion for local property
mm — abatements for new Indus-

tries; for public bulld-

chamber offlcers and dl , hu-
mor and paﬂtlul commentary by a
mystery gues

Dinneris nt 7 p.m. and cocktalls at
6 p.m. (cash bar). Cost per person is
$35 for chamber members and $45
for non-members. Make reservations
by Jan, 20 by calllog the chamber at
€83-4747 or 644-1229.

JANUARY 14

8ig Beaver Roat

TONY SP|
Photojournalist, Chlef Photographer
Detroit Free Prass

JULIA SPINA-KILAR
Fine Ast Photographer

Meet the Arfists
Thursday, January 12th-7 to 9 PM
Tony will autograph coples of his book
Available at Doubleday Books
in the Mall

: SOMERSET MALL

Sunday 12-5 / Mondiay, Thursday, Friday 40-9 / Othet Days 10-6

INA

~JANUARY 31

id at Coolidge, Troy

. ONLY AREA '
APPEARANCE!

]AN 25 FEB

Wed.1AN25

$3.50 OFF all Seats
courtesy TV 50

Mon JAN0] Tue JAN 33| Wed FEB 1

20 Fun-Filled P
¥pm

5 + Cobo Arena

formances!,
[ Vhu JAN 20| Fri AN 27
11.00am*
7:30pm*

SatIAN 23|
11 0am*
7:30pm* | 3 00pm
FAFED 3 [SaPED
1100 ]
7:30pm* | 27

Thu FEB 2
11:00am*
7:Wom* | 7:30pm*

* SAVE $1.00 for children under (2
(no coupon necessary)

Wed TAN2S
7i30pm
SAVE $3.50 on each tcket
(e coupom necoasary)

FREE MILK CUP
for each child under 12)

Tickets: ONLY $9.50 reserved, $7 50 general admisslon
Avallable at JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX OFFICE & feravgsawvers,

CHARGE BY PHONE

313423-6666

Group Informaton (313)567-7474
General Information (3131367-6000

STSAME STHITT wltwe 15
ol by VEF CONPONANON
FVISION WOHRSHOD

ings such a3 schools and courthouses,
some Insti:

{“clreult breaker” grant.
ed to those whose property taxes ex-
ceed 3.5 percent of household In-

Weight loss program
introduced to area women

People interested in using
the [n Controt program in their
own_homc may now call the
distributor, MMI Video, toll free
at 1-800-225-7580. A Program
Director will call you back with

Area women ore invited 10 1ry u
new program to help them losc
weight through a new method
using vidcotapes at home.

In Control ~ A Home Video
Weight Loss Program is used by

the American Heart Association  information,
in its health promotion program, <Call today, between 9 and 6, to
Heart at Work. the program by January 19th.

come. Also exempt are
contributions to health and life in-
surance; contributions to penslon
plans and Soclal Security taxes; and

contrlbutlons to colleges and com-

munlty foundations.

@ $2 bllon for sales and use tax-
es — besides groceries, prescription
drugs and services, this exemption
also applics to labor on auto repalrs,
medical and accounting services.

® 31 billion for the slngle busl-

ness tax — capital acquisition de-
duction, credlts for low-profit flrms
and college contributions.

@ $500 million for the intangibles
tax ~ dcposlu in banks and thrift

and
tutions; bu:llless exemptions for air

Interest on Mlichigan
municipal and U.S. treasury honds.

Valentine’s Gift Idea
Glamour & Boudeir
Photogr afm

Cull for an appointment by Jan-
uary 16 and we will créate a
total image look for your bou-
doir portrait, Professional styl-
lst Is avnilnble for complete

(S gy
50511550

THE MOSTEXCITING THING
TOROAR INTODETROIT SINCE
THE AUTOMORBILE.

serviee.

and mdoor heated pool.%:rnc antiques

and fine art. Mmd service twice a

On January 9, 1989 The Riz-Carlton, Dearborn will
openitsdoors. With it will come all The Ritz-Carlton
name represents. Unsurp:
\ clegance. And abovc all, uncnmpromlsmg personal

luxury. Understated

dining, A fitness center

THE RITZ-CARLTON

day. For even greater privacy and service, there is
The Riz-Carlton Club. And, weekends through
February 15, you can stay at The an—Carlzon
Dearborn for as little as $79 per room per night
based on avail abl ity. For reservations, ca Tﬁ
rlton at (313) 441-; 2000 or
(800) 241-3333. And come enjoy.

DEARBORN

Sridores



