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To write the Observer: 33203
Grand River, Farmington
48024, To call: news line, 477+
5450; sports line, 591-2312; home
delivery, .581-0500; classificd
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591
2300; fax line, 477-9722.

LECTION nears,
Farmington Publle
Schools vaters who
qualify to vote
‘absentee ln the spcc!nl bond
clection Jan. 31 can pick up
‘batlots at the Lewis Schulman
Administratlve Center, 32500
Shlawassee, Farmington.
" Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays. The office also
wlil be open from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26, to
accept batlot appllcations.
Voters will consldera $7.3
milllen bond Lssue to bulld a
west-side clementary school
near 11 Mile and Halsted to
help reduce severe classroom
overcrowding at the primary-
grade level.

ON board.

Sandra Peckens of
Farmington Hills was named to
the state Chronic Disease
Advlsory Committee by
Gov, Blanchard,

The National Kidney
Foundatton patient services
director, she'll represent the
public in the area of rennl

isease. . ...y .

NOTABLE wecks,

Farmington Hills City
Councll has declared Jan. 15-21
as Farmington Arca Jaycees
Weck in honor of the
community service group and
Jan, 23-27 as Junior
Achlevement Weck in honor of
the ccenomic education
program.

QUOTE ot trowesk

60110 of my top priorities is
o build credibility,- not
only with the city councll but

with the city. 9

= Farmingten Hills' new may-
or, Terry Sever, in the wake of
the controversy that rocked clty
hall in 1988, {sce story this page).

what’s inside

- Around F

By Bob Sklar
siatf writer

Forty-five young children were
safely evacuated after a blaring
smoke detector alerted the caretak-
er to a flre In the office wing at an
QOrthodox Jewlsh center in Farming-
ton Hills Sunday morning.

No one was hurt in the fire, which
caused about $220,000 in damage to
the cast office wing at the Lubavitch
Center, 28555 Middlebelt, said inves.
tlgator Al Elis of the Farmington
HIts Fire Department.

“The investlgation Isn't concluslve
but there’s a strong possibility a
space heater In the offlce where the

A sofa caught fire at
the Orthodox Jewish
Center, forcing the 45
chifdren to evacuate.

the offlce area at 11:30 a. m, when he
heard a hallway' smoke detector
blare.

When he looked into the hallway
and saw smoke, he quickly notified
Rabbl Berel Shemtov, and they evac-
uated the rellglous school students in
the west wing. Pollce offl-

fire started caught a sofa and a
stuffed chalr on fire,” Ellls sald.

BECAUSE THE furnace in the
cast wing wasn't working, spacc
heaters were belng used in many of
the rooms.

Bill Siebert, central maintenance
manager, was in his apartment in

Sever outlines
mayoral goals
for Hilis in °89

By Joanno Maltvzewekl
stafl writer

Openness, fairness, Integrity, hon-
esty and improved communlcations
are priorities In 1889 for Mayor Ter-
ry Sever following a year of battered
credibility for the Farmington Hills
City Councll.

“One of my top pnorilles 1: w
build credibllity, not only with
tn)‘; counell but with the city,” cher
8l

As mayor, the 38-year-old profes-
slonal printer promised to “sct a
good example” by not dolng business
with the city. In the past, Sever has
bld and completed printing jobs for
the city. He also promised that the
city will come before personal inter-
ests and expects the same Ifrom
other clected and appolnted officials,

The new mayor also promlscd to
explain his declslons, Because of
concerns about previous appolnt.
ments, Sever explalned hls reasons
Monday for his appointments to va-
cancies on certaln boards and com
misslons.

“I am going to be open with my
declsions. As far as the appolnt-
ments, I'Il uplnln my reasons for

know. that's golng to cause

some crlllclsrn But 1 believe deel-”

stons should be challenged by anyone
who doesn't llkc It Sever sald, ~

SEVER'S GOAL Is to rebuild the
elty's credlbility and responsiveness
to the publlc following a year of
events and concerns, many brought
to light by residents, that caused

cer James Skrzycki, on patrol when
he saw smoke, assisted In the evacu-
atjon,

“The smoke detector no doubt
saved the bullding from even more
damage,” flre chief Richard Mar-
inueci sald, “Had the fire gone un-
notlced another flve minutes, it
might have popped through the
roof.”
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Alarm saves children from fire

“H the people hadn't gotten out as
soon as they did, by the way the
smoke was spreading when we got
there, there could have been inju-
rles,” Ellls said. “Visibility (In the
cast wing) was nil when we got
there,

“IT'S SMOKE that's the major
cause of fire fatalltles — people In-
haling the toxic gases,” he added.

The flre department ordered the
hallway smoke detector installed
about a year ago because the care-
taker often sleeps in a small apart-
mc;n in the cast wing, Marinucel
sald.

The fire was extlnguished wlithin
10 minutes. Flame damage was lim-
ited to the office where the flre
started and the roof above. But there
was heavy smoke throughout the
east wing, Ellls sald.

‘There was lighter smoke through-
out the cement-block bullding, which
Includes an audltorium and a kitch-
cn,dln addltion to classrooms, Ellls
said.

Firefighters had to tear part of the
tar roof to assure the fire hadn't
spread iInto concealed spaces, Mar-
fnucel said.
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Far Hills Mayor Terry Sover (left) and Mayor Pro Tem Jean Fox share a lighter moment
during a break in council deliberations Monday night.

Big tasks
face Hills

now and

h’\\lf‘\l“\d‘
oeYOri

By Joanno Mallszewski
staff wrlter

‘Work on a 10-year plan of making
Hills “the most livable

- Buslness. . . ... .. 1C
- Cableconnection . . ,8C
. Carrier of the month . , 8BA

. Classifleds, . . . . CEF. "
Index. . ...... 13F
Asto . ........ C
Roalestate, . . ... 2E
Employment . . . . CF

. Creativellving . . . . . 1E
Crossword puzzle . . . 8E

Entertalnment . . . . .5C
Obltuarles. . . . .. .6B
Oplnfon , . . . ... 12A
Polntsof view . , . . 13A
Police/lirecalls , . . .BA
Sports. .. ......1D
Suburhanme a0 .1B

You can place ournd nnydny
of Lhcwclz): 0)’ ice hours

city” will set the pace for the future
as roads and solid waste disposal
continue as top problems to be
solved In 1989,

“I gee this as an opportunity to ex-
amine where we are now, what's oc-
curred In Farmington Hills over the
last decade and allow us to establlsh
clear-cut goals for the future,” city

Ploase tum to Page 4

i " Hilts city

amv BORST/atald pholographor
William Costick betieves the

Yoar 2000 plan will provide an opportunity to establish clear

goals for the city's future.

City aims
to keep

the good
from bad

By Casey Hans
staff wriler

| ocal economist

| will now support

new. bond issue

By Cnaey Hane
atell writer

last September to speak out agalnst
a $27.4 million bond Issue, of which
$20 million was to be used for bulld-
ing r and safety re-

AF Hills
has come out in favor of & $7.3 mil-
llon bond Issue for a new westslde
clementary school, after contribut-
ing to the defeat of a larger Farm-
}nglton Publle Schools bond Essue last
[ail.

palm ‘The businessmen insisted (ke
district use operating and capital

* money for these ltems, The bond Is-

sue was defeated by 218 vates.

‘The replacement of lighting bal-
Insu which could contaln PCBs, and
of asbestos in

atric a

Hills resident and an economist with
Alexander Hamiiton Life Insurance
Co. of America, read a prej
statement to the Farmington school
board Tuesday night, lending hls sup-
port and asking residents to vote in
favor of the bond lssue at a special
clectlon Tuesday, Jan, 31,

“With the undcrslandlng that the
board wil use existing funds to cnr-
rect the safety problems, .. .
support the $7.3 million bond Luue
dedieated to building a new elemen-
tary school, We urge other Farming-
ton citizens to m{wrm lhemselva
and vote ‘yes’ on this ssi

Anderson  verbally ndrlcd the
“yes” — which was not in his pre-
pared written statement --. giving
his support a stronger edge. Several
members of Lhe citlzens group
Friends of Farmington, who are
working to pass this bond Issuc,
appeared [n the audience and sald
they were propared to speak out on
cuae‘ Issue had Anderson not supports

it

THE ECONQMIST spoke on be-

uhool buildings are well under way
in the distriet. According to deputy
superintendent Michael Flanngan,
the schools are spending about $2
millien out of operating funds for
these gafety projects.

ON TUESDAY night, Anderson
also encouraged the district to con-
tinue its review of safety Issues in
the district. “We are happy to see
that some repalrs, such as lighting
ballast replacement and asbestos
abatement, are already under way,”
he sald. “This commitment must
continue,”

Overall declining enrollment I3 a
sign that no more new bulldinga
should be needed In the future, An-
derson sald.

This sccond school bond issue
would pay only for a new 600-stu-
dent elementary school on a 12-acre
site on 11 Mlle Road, just east of
Halsted — and not building refurb-
Ishing.

Tbc site hias about 10 usable acres,
a rolling terraln and Is heavily wood-
ed with 50- to 75-foot trees. Solt bor-
ngs were taken on the site before
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