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Lesley Berns of Troy as Nora (left), Priscilla Bo-

gert of Rochester as Blanche, Elyso Fischar of
Bir as Laurle and Jackie Sitek of Ro-
chester as Kate,

upcoming
things to do

Contlnued from Pagoe 8
mation, cail the Palace box offlee at
7-8600.

© COMEDY THRILLER

Grosse Pointe Theatre's first pro-
duction of 1988 will be comedy
thriller “Fatal A y Ber-

support from the Michlgan Council
for the Arts, “Spectrum® is 8 show-
case of the arts with scgments pro-
duced or zcquired by the seven
Michigan public TV stations, The se-
rles iz hosted by veteran actor,
broadcaster, teacher and writer
Paul Winter, “Spectrum" is current-

b
nard Slade, from Wednesday, Jan,
18, to Saturday, Jam., 28, at the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial in
Grosse Polnie Farms. For ticket in-
formation, call 881-4004.

@ 'SPECTRUM’ DEBUTS
Michigan’s’ cultural and artistie
llfe wlill be celebrated in a new pub-
lie television serfes, “Spectrum,’ de-
buting at 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 15, on
WTVS, Channel 56. A production of
Michigan Public Broadcasting, with

ly to alr as monthly spe-
clals in January, February and
March.

© BAND REPORTING

‘The Kinsey Report, [eaturing Big
Daddy Kinsey, will bring its brave
new blues sound to Sully’s in Dear-
born on Thursday, Jan. 12. The
band’s contemporary sound draws
from the diverse muslcal back-
grounds of its members, mixing
roats and electric blues with modern
funk and reggae rhythms. Show-

times are 10 p.m. and midnight. Cov-
er 1s $6. Fur more information, call
846-5377,

® PLAY ARRIVING

“In the Trafflc of a Targeted
City,” a play by Marc Kamlnsky,
will be presented at the 1515 Broad-
way Theater at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
5. Combinlng musle, poetry and dra-
ma, this play is deslgned {o bring au-
diences closer to the reality of these
nuclear times by interweaving the
llves of four characters: two living In
New Yark today and two llving in
Hlroshima In 1945. Ticket price is
$15. Proceeds go to benefit the De-
troit arca  SANE/FREI For
more Information, and to order tlck-
ets, call Mary Diskin at 548-3920.
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This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

* Luxurious acc

* Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights

* Indoot swimming pool and sauma

® %20"Hilton Money™ to spend for refreshments and/or dinner
atHurley's, Charley’s Crab and/or The Wicket Works Restaurant
24-hour advance reservations required!

JCNORTHFELD HILTON

5500 Crooks Road, Troy, M! 48098
. (313) 879-2100
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Lively cast captures mood
of a typical Simon comedy

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of “1
Qught To Be in Pictures” contin-
ue through Sunday, Jan. 29, on the
QOakland University campus in
Rochester Hills, For ticket infor-
mation, call 377-3300.

Meadow Brook Theatre's chlpper
production of Neil Simon's I Qught
To Be in Pletures” revolves around
three quirky, verbal characters ex-
pertly played by James Anthony,
Traci Lyn Thomas and Nancy
Linehan, .

A slavenly screenwriter and runa-
way father, Herb Tucker (fames An-
thony) suffers from writer's block
and chronle Irresponsiblity. Despite
hls stapdash housckecplng and irre-
sponslble ways, the guy comes off as
a likable fellow — perhaps because
he doesn’t hlde his folbles, his feel-
Ings, or the stacks of unwashed dish-
cs cluttering his kitchen.

Traci Lyn Thomas plays Libby, his
19-year-old davghter who hitchhikes
from New York to Callfornia to find
her long-tost father, With her raspy,
real-person volce and tattered cut-
off jeans, Libby teecters between
being an assertlve, capable woman
and a confused teenager in need of
the daddy who watked out when she
was 3 years old.

Except for a little residual guilt,
Herb ltves unburdencd by the re-
sponslbllities of fatherhood. The cad

can't even remember his son’s name,
Then Libby bursts unexpectedly into
his life and makes him face up to
being a father,

NANCY LINEMAN plays Herb's
bright 2nd tolerant girliriend, Stelfy.
Because he is afraid of commitment,
he treats Stefly hardly any better
than he has treated his chlldren.
Herb gets off easy, perhaps too easy,
In the hands of these two women not
inclined to hold grudges. Libby, a
whirlwind of energetic competence,
takes charge of his life, She rebuilds
his car engine and cleans up his
chaatic house,

It may be a cllche to have a wom-
an invade a2 man's disheveled space
and turn it overnight into the epito-
me of domestlc order. Libby re-
places scummy dishes on the table
with flowers and makes the every-
which-way bocks In the bookecase
stand at orderly attentlon,

Set designer Peter Hicks must
have taken perverse plcasurc
cluttering up Herb's place, then in
Act II bringing order to the chaos,
Cliche or not, there's satisfaction in
the metamorphosis, and the audl-
ence knows, even if Herb doesn't,
that shaping him up Is next on Lib-
by's daughterly agenda.

“I Ought To Be In Pictures” takes
place in Hotlywood, and playwright
Simon sprinkles some good gags

about Callfornla lifestyle atop his
standard New York repertoire, but
he can't bide the fact that beneath
the Californla alfalfa sprout garmish,
1 Ought To Be in Pictures,” like oll
his plays, remalns anchored In his
natlve New York.

Like garlic in a good kosher dll,
New York accents and the hang-ups
of New Yorkers flavor all Simon's
plays, no matter where he sats them.
After all, both Herb and Libby hall
from that fabled town, and Libby
lays on a convinclng Brooklyn ac-
cent lest we temporarily forget,

THE INEVITABLE New York hu.
mor and the familiar fllppant repar-
tee of Slmon'’s ever-so-clever charac-
ters makes for comfortable theater,
but monotony threatens when year
after year theaters all over town
present yet another play from
Stmon’s prolific repertoire.

In opting to produce a tried-and-
true Simon play, Mcadow Brook ar-
tistle dlrector Tereace Kilburn may
be accused of being overly cautlous,
but his able dlrection of “I Ought To
Be in Pletures” successfully brings
the old comic standby to fresh life,

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield teaches college writ-
ing classes and works as a
Sreelance writer.

The Good News?

You get a luxurious room,
2 movie tickets and

dinner for 2
for just

$é500

' The Bad News?

You'll have to choose between
the Lobster and the Prime Rib.

The good news begins when you chedk Into your delure room at tha Sheraton Oaks.
Take a relaxing moment to pldk your favorite feature from more than a dozen frst-run
films playing nearby. We'll provide you with two tidiets to the feature of your cholce.
Then, before or alter the movie, sit down to a lusdous
lobster or prime 1ib dinner for twol
€nd your perfect evening dancing to live eatertalnment in Anthony's Lounge.
It'll be a night you won't soon forget!

And speaking of good news, chedk out this unbellevably low price:
Just $65.00 for the whols padicgsel®

558 doot not Inchuse tox of grofuly, Make your resecvations fockry,

This offor b good for a kmited Frrw only.

Fday and Saturday Ordy » Doas not appy 10 group bookngs.

S

heraton Oaks

£7000 Sheroton Drive ¢ Novi, Michigan 48050

313/348-5000
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