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a vivid picture
of ’60s tragedy

- Our New Year's is to

present more in-depth coverage of

new releases and spend less time on
what's “Stlll Playlng.” So, here [t is
with this week's average reaching
for a 4.0,

RECENT RELEASES:

“Mississlppl Buraing” (A+) (R)
130 minutes,

‘This vivid, searing movie will re-
verberate In your mind long aflter

4% Greenberg

Grading the movies
A+ Top marks - 5ure to pleaso

the debate nbout its sub-
sides. While hlstory needs to be
treated with carc and this

A Closo behind - excelient

is a political film whose

A- Stillln runaing for top honors

about human greed, fear and cruelty
is its most significant attribute.
Based on events in Mississippl in
1964 after the murder of three young
clvil rights workers — Schwerner,
Goodman and Chaney —

B+ Pretty good stuff, not perfect
B God
B- Good but notable deficiendles

pi Burning” centers on the dynamic
Interrelationship of FBI Agcnts
Ward (Willem Dafoe) and Anderso
{Gene Hackman) with the lnhnblt-
ants of the small Southern town
where the three clvil rights workers

ippeared.

The locale is small, but photo-
graphed with great emotion by Peter
Blziou as are the weathered faces of
the Uttle people who live there, But
the lssues shake the earth and force
every viewer to como to grips with
his or ber own attitudes about people
who are different.

Mako no mistake about.it, that's
an unpleasant subject and the film
never shies away from these graph.
i, violent and bliter truths that hnvu

a pall over o much of Ameri- ~

can history.
;;l?uchu” (A+} (PG-13) 120 min-

u
Bette Midler at her best, singing,
clowning (even acting) and tearing
at your heartstrings with the help of
a superb supporting cast.
cc. Blocm {(Bette Midler) and Hll..
y Essex (Barbara Her-
shey) meet on the beach at Atlantic
City at age 11, The Blooms are from
the Bronx and the Essexes are Son
Francisco’s finest. Desplte the gap,
the glrls cllck and begln a friendship
that endures for 30 years.

Separated by contlnent, class and
occupation — C.C.'s a'ninger, Hillary
first an attoraey, later lady of the
manse — their letters link them
emotionally and serve zs an effec.
tive narrative bridge for 30 years.
Through love and success,

C+ Justacutabove average

C Nedocre

C+ Notsohotand slipping fast
D+ The very best of the paor stulf
D Poor

D- Itdoesn'tget much worsy

F Truly awful

Z  Reserved for the colossally bad
*  Noadvanced screening

Spinott! with an excellent original
score by rges Delerue, “Beach.
ca” Is a visual and aural feast. But
above all, the acting of Mldler and

palding Gray and Lalnle Kazan,
among others, makes this film supe-
tior.

“The Janoary Mas" (B) (R) 95
minutes.

This trite detective story is so
slick that no one will much mind the
cliches and the bombastic acting,
particularly by New York Mayor
Flynn (Rod Steiger), It's fun to watch
him shout at Police Captaln Alcoa
(Danny Alello} and Police Commis-
sioner Starkey (Harvey Keitel)
whose wuu, Christine (Susan Saran-
don), has the hots for her brother-In-
law, Nick (Kevin Kline), an ex-po-
liceman now grandstanding with the
{ire department. Nick used to llke
Christine but now he's an item with

'8

F8l agent Alan WAvd (Witliam Dn(on) makes a polnl to with fel-

low agent Rupert A

on
recent release, “Miasiasippl Bumlny." the story of lho 1964 dis-

even told you about cortuption in
high ptaces and a serinl killer.
‘There's no point in explaining be-
cause it's the same old story — just
told so well that it’s fun except for
an unfortunate and unnecessary ra-
clal comment at the end,

“Talk Radlo” (B) (R) 110 minutes,

Barry Champlatn (Eric Bogostan),
a talk-show host who keeps hls lis-
teners attention by offending and ate
tacking thefr betlefs, is on the way
up, Director Ollver Stone {“Platoon”)
successfully builds the same tenslons
in his audience that Barry docs in
hls.

‘The setting — with two short ex-
ceptions — is the radio statlon and
that tends to wear in a claustropho-
ble way. But nonetheless it has im-

c

The script by Stone and Bogesian
was based on the latter’s play,
staged by Joseph Papp for the New
York Festival. As well,

and fallure, they remain !ulthml.
Evocative photography by Dante

the mayor”

(Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio).
Nice little family and I haven't

the scenario draws on a book based
on the mucder of Denver talk show

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING
‘Liaisons:” A powerful tale

By Anne Sherp
spocial writer

“Dangerous Liatsons' Is a tale two
centuries old, but it's as timely ax
yesterday’s surgeon gencral’s report.
It's a powerful, perve y enter-
talning, cactionary tale about what
happens to people who try to use
15va and 36 a5 play toys. and what
happens, needless to say, lan't pretty.
Stephen Frear’s film is an adapta.
tion of Christopher Hampton's re-
cent stage bit, “Les Llalsons Dan-
gereuses,” whick In turn is based on
a. notorious 18th century novel by

", Choderlos de Laclos.

‘. ; Laclos’ xwry concerns two jaded

“Like thelr contempo:

@ Marquise de Mer-

teail and (he Vlovmte de Valmont.

rary, the Mar-

Juis de Sade, Merteuil and Valmont

sexual psychopaths who take

pleasurs In abusing and degrading

others. The target of their violence,
However, i3 not the bodies of thelr

" vietims, but thelr emotions,
§ For a glggle, theso monsters make .

wager. Valmont will seduce the in-
year-old flancee of Mer-
ex-lover and also lure the vir-
uous Madame de Tourvel Into an
adulterous lalson. As his reward,
Merteall will tenw'ber affair with
him.

WHILE ACTING out this a‘udc.
ciuel series of - sexual etieal

their own love lives,

cal aspects of the story (cither the
print I saw was censored, or the film
is even less explicit than the stage
veraion.)

Working with a largely American
cast, the British Frears wisely made
no attempt to get his actors to as-
sume am_nu or put on 18th century
manners, The result is a relaxed,
natural bit of enserble acting,

It ‘seemed a little perverse of
Frears to use John Malkovich as his
Valmont. Malkovich has always
seemed to me to possess the erotle
appeal of a plerogl, and one would
think he’s too welrd looking to con-
vineingly play the charming seducer,
But, by God, he pulls it offl

HIS VALMONT i1 a hali-soclal-

fzed misfit, presentable, yet out of
place In his powdered wig and lace
fichu, prowling the elegant drawing
rooms and boudolrs like a starving
cheetah,

Glenn Close also scemed oddly
cast as Merteuil. She looks s0 much
older than Malkovich, more like hls
mother than his lover. But this is a
brijliant Freudian move on Frears'
part, it explalns her irresistible hold

They say Michelle Plcmcr had
something golng with John on the set
of this anc. Ik, Michelle! But she
does turn in a radlant performance
as Tourvel, the dellcate personlfica-
tion of goodness in “Liaisons’ " evil
unlverse.

expert
. Fossey. Directed by Michael Apted, with

host Alan Berg,

If nothing else, and there's a lot
more. “Talk Radio" demonstrates
the talent of Bogoslan — a mame
that soon will be a lot more famillar
than it Is now. Reviewed by Kim
Brown,

If all those films don’t keep you
off the street, there’s few more re-
leases this week, albelt they don't
help the class average.

“Cameron’s Closet" was an-
‘nounced with nothing more than a
title, while “Deepstar Six” is an R-
rated eple about underwater aliens,

If that doesn't turn you on or off,
there's “Gleaming the Cube,” PG-13.
It's all about skateboards, Whoapee!

STILL PLAYING:

“The Accused” (C+)}{PG) 120 minutes.
Long, slow but polgnact drama abeut
mishandled rape cases.

“Child’s Play" (B} (R). Horror story
about possessed doll glven as birthday
present.

town.

*“Cocoon: The Retarn' (B-) PG 115 min-
utes. Seatimental rerun with the old gang
back to save a cocoon-belng.

“Crossiog Delascy” (A) (PG) 95 min-
utes, A liberated young New York gal,
but grandma's got old world ideas.

“A Cry Ia the Dask” (C4) (PG-19) 120
minutes, True, but uncredibly told story
of mother falsely accused of murdering
her own chlld.

“Dirty Rotten Scoendrels” (B+) (PG)
100 minutes. Super-slick con men on the
Riveria are lots of fun.

“Ernest Saves Christmm” (C+) PG.
Jim Varney ls “Ernest.” Knowhatimean,
Verne?

“Everybody's All Ameriean” {A-) (R)
127 minutes, A flne, sentlmental Jook at
people, places and football,

“I{elibonnd — Hellralser” (R). A cast
of unknowns In tustnent and terror,

“I'm Gozna Get You Sacka” (C+) (R}
85 minutes, Slow-paced sattrs of B-mov-
Ies from the Black polnt of view.

“Lalr of the White Worm” (R). Ken
Russell's out there with the archeologlsts
uncovering a sirznge skull with a bizarre

SCREEN SCENE

.appearance of three civil rights workers in a amall MlsnlB!‘PPP

past.

“Land Before Time* (A} (G) 75 mle
utes. Touching story of a group of youn;
dlnosaurs. Excellent antmation. h

"My Stepmotber Is an Allen™ ),
(PG-13) 108 minutes, When extra-terres-
trial Klm Basinger touches down, lhh‘
comedy takes off.

"Mystle Pizza” (A) (R) 102 mlnutu
Warm comedy about three young wo:
‘worklng in a pirza restaurant,

“Naked Gua” (D) {(PG-13) 80 mlnulei
Overly broad farce never gels off lhe
ground floor of the police squad room,

“Oliver und Company” (A) {G) 70 min®*
utes, Disney animatlon at its best. »

“Raln Mag" (A++) (R) 130 minutes.
Tom Crulse and Dustin Hoffman star as,
brothers in every sense.

“Scrooged” {B+) (PG-13) 90 minuleys
Updated romp through Dicken's “Chrlst-
mas Carol.”

“Tequllla Sunrlse” (B+) (PG-13) lh
minutes. Slick, glib productlon gets o3,
trying for high-concept, high-tech look tn
an old-fashiencd, hard-bolled detective
story,

a

AFTERNOON FILM THEATER, De-
trolt Tnstitute of Arts, Detrolt. Call 832-
2730 for tnformation.

“Such Is Life™ (1929), 1 p.m. Jan. 17-22,
Soclal peallst film about a Czech washer-
woman's struggle (o survive, Directed by
Carl Junghans, Double festure with
“Brothers” (1929), Wemer Hochbaum's
docudrama about a workers' uprising in
Hamburg in the late 1800s.

“"The White Hell of Pltz Palu"” (19250, 1
p.m. Jan. 24-29. Drama about & perilous
mountaln cllmblng expedition. Directed
by Arnold Fanck, with Lea! Rlefenstah)
and Gustav Dlessel.

DETROIT FILM THEATER, Detroit
Instltule of Arls, Detrolt. Call 832-2730
for information.

“Pelle the Conqueror” {1987), 7 and 10
p.m. Jan. 20-21 and § and 8 p.m. Jan. 22
Rich, satlsfying epic about a small boy
whose Intelligence and decency enable
him (o survive in an unjust world, Max
Von Sydow glves a funny, touchlng per-
formance as the boy's weak-witted fa-
ther,

MICHIGAN THEATER, 603 E. Liber-
ty, Ann Arbor, Call 668-8397 for lnforma-

n.

“We the Living” (1942), 6:30 p.m. Jan.
16, 7:30 p.m. Jan. 17, 8:50 p.m. Jan. 18,9
p.m. Jan. 19, 7 p.m. Jan, 20 and § p.m,
Jan. 21, Recently unearibed Itallan ver-
sion of Ayn Rand's novel about sex, pow.
er and ail that objectivist farz.

“Desperate Llving” (1977), 9:30 p.m.
Jan, 18, John Waters glam-shock comedy
about a suburban housewlfe turned out.
law.

“Fountalnhead" (1949), 6:43 p.m. Jan.
18, Eple tripe, based on Ayn Rand novel
about a herole architect who risks all to
follow his dream. Directed by Klag Vi-
dor, with Gary Cooper and Patricia Neal.

“Patty Hearst™ (1682), 8:4% p.m. Jan,
19. Based oa Hearst's own account of her
transformatlon from sheltered helress lo
revolutionary tetrorist.

“Dr. Strangelova™ (1964), 10 p.m. Jan.
20. Stanley Kubrick's black comedy
about a deranged general who staris
World War Iil may be ke best flim ever
made about nuciear war. It's certainly
the funniest. With Peter Sellers, George
C, Scott and Slim Pickens,

“Gorillas In the Mlst” (1988), 8:48 p.m.
Jan. 31, Bland bloplc about the 1ifo and
mysterious death of gorilla Dian

Sigourney Weaver,
*The Thin Blue Lins™ (1088), 7 pm.

Jan. 33 and 23, 8 p.m. Jan. 2¢ acd 9:15
p.m. Jan. 28, Erro) Morris’ stunning docu-
meotary aboul a man unjustly convicted
of murder Is like a “60 Minutes™ eplsode
made lo heaven.

*“Polyester” (1981), § pm. Jan. 23. The
morally ambiguous John Waters first
filen for balfway nice people, his 1s the
tender tale of Francine, a Baltimore
housewlfe more aloned agalnst than slnn-
ing.

“The Moderns” (1988), # p.m. Jun. 25,
Satirical tale about love among the art-
Lsts, set In Parly during the 19203, Direct.
d by Alan Rudolph, with Keith Carra-
dine.

“The Barcfoot Contessa” (1954), 7 p.m
Jan. 26. Heartbreak and glamour mingle
In this story of a poor girl who achleves
Hollywood stardom, but can't find bapple
ness. Directed by Joseph L. lewlcs,
with Humphrey Bogart and Ava Gardner.

“Metropolls” (1938), §:30 p.m. Jan. 20.
Fritz Lang's allent science fictlon classic
about a sinfater totalitarfan state ruled
by an evll genlus, This showing will fea.
ture a llve performance of muaie origl-
nally written to accompany the flim, per-
formed by organlst John Lauter.

REDFORD THEATER, Rediord. Call
537-1133 for Information,

“Guys and Dolls” (195S), organ over-
ture at 7:30 p.m.ndmmlklpm.lm

clals finished plans for the extermination
ol the Jews. Directed with awcsome
finesse by Helnz Schirk,

“Black Narcissus” (1947), 7 pm,
20, Medlatrics Auditorlum, Angell Hall!
with “Bltter Tea of Genera) Yen” (10:!7'
at 9 p.m. The former s based on mmer

mlssion in the Himalayas ls tcotched bg!
Mother Nature, The later is a Frank
Capra melodrama about an.Amerean
woman's forbldden love for a Chinei¢’
srd. .

“Dead Ringers” {1988), Ann Arbqr:
Film Cooperative, 7 and 9:30 p.m. Jan.
20, Modern Language Bullding 3, Superh_
David Cronenberg thriller about Identl
twin gynecologists (played by Jeremy
Irons) whose unhcalthy Interdependenoas
leads to drug addictlon, madness nnd
murder.

“David Copperfield" (1935) and "A
Midsummer's Night Dream™ (1933), Clner
ma Gulld, 7 and 9:30 p.m. Jan. 20, Lan.
guage Bullding 4. The former i3 a quatpt)
version of Dicken's classie, ditected by
George Cukor, with Freddy Bartholo-
mew, W.C. Fields and Roland Young. The
latter 15 a Hollywoodizatlon of Shake-
speare’s comedy, featuring a most v
markabdle cast, [ncluding James C-zne

20-21, Fitm mu.

sical about cuta koods, zlmhleﬂ and Sal-
vatlon Army babes in New York City.
With Frank Sinatra, Jean Simmons and
that versatlle song-and-dance man Mar-
lon Brando.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, Detroit.
Call 963-3018 for dates and times.

“Tho Wash™ (1908). A Japanese-Amers-
can woman in her 80 finds joy and ro-
mance after leaving ber angrateful hus-
band, (There will be a special showlng of
“"The Wash” at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 18 {0 bene-
1t the Coalition on Temporary Shelter;
admissionls $3.)

“A Winter Tan” (1983). Controversial
Iilm, based on a true story, about a New
York Intellectual whose “vacation for
feminism" takes her on a sexual tour of
Mezico,

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-ANN
ARBOR: A select listing of showlngs by
campas film socleties.

“The Wannsee Conference™ (1083}, 7
and 3:43 p.m. Jan, 17, Hill Street Clnetna,
Engrossing drama based on actoal Lran-
scripts of (he meeting at which Naxd offl-

Joe E. By d Mickey Rooncy. N
nin

“Rope” (1048), Alternative Acticp.,
7:30, 9:30 and 10:30 p.m. Jan. 20. Natural
Sclence Bullding. Two cocky murdererse
try to pull off the perfect erime, but Jlsiwe
my Stewart finds them out. This Is (be,,
Hiichcock fllm that was shot in contimp;
ous 10-minute takes. A bit tricky 2nd ares
ticlat, but faseinating. ane

“‘Across the Paclfic” (1942) and * Key
Largo™ (1048), Clnemna Guitd, 7 p.m. and
843 p.m. Jan. 21, Auditorium A, Angeh™
Hall. The former palrs up "Maltese Fit
con™ stars Humphrey Bogart, Mary Alwt"'
and Sydney Greenstreet with dlirectors
John Huston for a rousing blt of WWIE'
propaganda about the war In the Pacitié)
The latter, also directed by Jobn Husten™
In which Homphrey Bogart, Lauren Ba-
call and Edward G. Roblnson stage &+
memorable battla of the tough guys,!
while holed up In a small Florida hotel ™

‘ans

“In the Reatm of the Senses,” Cloerny™
2, 7 and :10 pm. Jan. 21, Modern Lan-
guage Building. Nagisa Oshima’s nototie:
ous shocker about a woman's violent,
erotie cbsession,




