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€.J. Chenier.is

trying to carry [
dn the legacy
his father telt
hehind with §
The Red Hot
Louisiana

Band,

. Like father like . . .

C.J. Chenier carries on legacy of King of Zydeco

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Zydeco doesn't operate llke Britlsh
royalty, The cron Isn't handed
down — only the zceordion.

‘The undisputed King of Zydeco
musle was Clifton Chenler. No one
reallzes that more than his zon, C.J.
Chenler, who nonetheless i3 lrylnz to
carry on the legacy his father left
with The Red Hot Loulslana Band,

_CJ. Chenier proudly plays the
same accordion with the name “CIIf-
ton Chenler” inscribed on it. He has
worked with Clifton Chenler, he's
played Clifton Chenfer. But C.J,
f.‘hcnler knows he's no Clifton Chen-
er.

Yet the comparisuns between fa.
ther and son

“It has its ups nnd downs,” sald
Chenler, who will perform Wednes-
day at The Blind Pix in Ann Arbcr.
“but it's nothieg I can't deal with.”

Zydeco musle, 2 merry brand of
dance melodies arizlnating from the
underbelly of Louistana, Is deallng
with a great deal of notorfety of late.
The socee” cnler and

Buckwheat Zydeco has helped bring
the musle out of the bars of the Bay-
ou and into the mainstream. Even a
well-known brand of beer uses zyde-
co to sell its suds.

Clifton Chenler never llved to see -

it. He dled in December 1987, per.
{orming until then In spite of a leg
n{npumuon and continual kldney di-
alysis

C.J, CHENIER 100k aver as leader
of the Red Hot Loulslann Band,
Chenter didn't really get to know hls
father too well until he later jolned
The Red Hot Loulslana Band, He dld
know of ke passion his dad had for
the musle,

“I wish he would have llved to see
what zydeco has become today,”
Chenter sald. “He used to think peo-
ple took the music for granted.”

CJ. Chenter didn't fully appreci-
ate rydeco until he started lstening
to his father when he was older,
Chlldhood friends in his hometown of
Port Author, Tex., used to make fun
of zydeco, They would call it “chan-
ky-chank” musie,

He took up the saxophone and, at
16, was performing In a top-40 band.
Then hls father called out of the blue
and asked him to joln his band in
Bridge City.

Green as an 18-hole golf course,
C.J. Chenler slowly learned to play
the musle hls father patented, Even-
tually, he learned how to play the ac-
cordlon and began fronting the band
as Clifton Chenier grew more i1l

“He gave me a lot of pointers —
how to do this and how to do that,”
CJ. Chenler sald. “It all helped, It
made my transformation to the ac-
cordion much easler. I know a lot of
what to do on uugn from just watch-
Ing him perform.”

On stage, CJ. Chenler and The
Red Hot Loulslana Band stay a
steady course on the musle his father
played. The band has two guitarists,
Selwyn Cooper and Harry Hypomc
along with bass player Wayne Burns
and drummer Joseph Edwards.
Arthritls and the grind of travellng
led C.J. Chenler’s uncle and longtime
band member, Claveland Chenler, to
retire as the group's rubboard play-
er,

REVIEWS OF recent performanc-
es have indlcated the spirit of zydeco
is still there. But, as one reviewer
pointed out, CJ. Chenler strays
away from the French-language
songs his father made famous,

The reason for that is C.J. Chenler
grew up In Texas and is not fluent in
the Creole language spoken in Loui-
sianz.

“That guy also wrote that I didn't
play any blues,” sald Chenler, recall-
Ing the review that appeared In a
San Diego newszpaper, “Before the
show, somcone told me that they re-
ally wanted to heer zydeco tonight.
So, the one night I don't play any
blues, there's somebody who wants
to hear the blues.

“I know I can play the blues. My
dnd could play the blues. It's In me,
too.” .

C.J. Chenier and The Red Hot*
Louisiana Band will perform
Wednesday at The Blind Pig, 208
S, First St., Ann Arbor. For more
information, call 096-8555,

IN CONCERT

© THE DIFFEREMCE

The Diticrence will perform on Mon-
day, Jan. 18, at Rick's Cale, 611 Church,
Acn Arbor, For more Infor.iatlon, call
998.2747.

® BIG BOX OF NINES

Blg Box of Nines will perform tonlght
at The Bliod Plg, 203 §. Finst St., Aon
Arbor For more information, call $96-

® WALK THE DOGMA
Walk the Dogma will perform en Tu
dzy. dan. 17, at The Blind Plg, 208 &
Firat S, Ann Arbor. For more Informa-
Um,cnll”&l.’lﬂ

® FLOCK OF SEAGULLS

A Flock of Seagulls will perform on
Wedoesday, Jan. 18, at Blondie's, 21139
W, Seven Mile, east of Telegraph, De-
trolt. For more informatlon, call 535-
8108,

@ AOMANCE
Romance wlil perform on Wednesday
gh Saturday, Jan, 18-21, at Jaggers,
3431 Ellrabeth Lake Road, Pontlac. For
more Informatlon, call $31-1700.

@ C.J.CHENIER

peri Wednesday,
Jln. 18, at The Blind Plg, 2088. First Sl
Arbor. For more [aformation, call
Hb!i.’bi.

@ KINSEY REPORT

Big Daddy Kinsey and the Kinsey Re-
port will perform on Thnnday. Jan. 18,
at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, An:
For more Informatlon, call ”6—2747

® IODINE RAINCOATS

The Iodine Raincoats will perform on
Thursday, Jan. 19, at The Blind Pig, 208
S. First St., Ann Arbor. For more infor-
matlon, call 998-3555,

® CIVILIANS

‘The Clvitians will perform on Friday,
Jan. 20, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2043
Canltf, off I.75. For more informatlon,
call 365-9760.

@ WILD WooDvs

The Wild Woodys will perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, Jan 20-21, at Griffs
Grill, 49 N, Sagisaw, Pontiac. For more
information, call $34-8292,

@ PASSION NOUVEAU

Passlon Nouveau will perform on Fri-

@ FUNHOURE

Funhouse willi perform os Saturday,
Jan. 21, at the Hamiramck Pub, 2048
Caznild, off 1-75, For more information,
cal) 363-0760,

® SUN MESSENOGERB b
Sun Messengers will perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, Jan. 20-21, at Rlck's
Cale. 61t Church, Ann Arbor, For more
information, call $56-2747. B
@ SEE DICK RIIN ’
See Dick Run will perform on Satur-
day, Jan. 21, at l.lll'n 21,2930 Jacob, pear
Jos. Campav, Hamtramek. For more In-
formatloz, call 875-6555. -

® SOCIAL FABRIC

Social Fabric will perform along -m;
special guests, Kllier Tomatoes, on Satur-
day, Jan, 21, at Paycheck's lnung:. 2987
Canlif, off Jos. Campau, Hami
For more Information, call !72-&?3! T

® HOLY COWS .

The Holy Cows will perform on Mot~
day, Jan. 29, al The Blind Plg, 208 S.
First St, Ann Arbor. For more tnforma-
tion, call $96-8555. N
@ MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 4

Misslon Impossible will perform co-
Manday, Jan, 23, at Rlck's Cafe, 812
Church, Ann Arbor. For more ln!omu
tion, call 996-2747.

@ WIPERS

The Wipers will perform on Tuesday,

Jln. 24, at The Bllnd Plg, 208 S, First SL.
r. For more information, call,
"&!55& .

® BIG BOX O' NINES .
Big Box 0" Nines will performn on Tues-
day, Jas. 24, at Rlck's Cafe, 811 Church,”
Ann Arbor. For more laformatlon, call-
208-2747, -

© ROMANCE

Romance will perform on Wednesday,
Jan, 25, at Jaggers, 3481 Ellzabeth Lake
Road, Pontiac. For more Information,
call 681-1700,

@ CHISEL BROS.
The Chisel Bros. will perform on
Wednesday, Jan. 25, at Rick’s ?xée‘ ar
ore -

Chi Aan Arbor. For mi
tion, call $96-2747,
@ Hi

ERRAZZ N
Herrazz and Vidratory Sound wiil p¢r~
form an all-ages show on We
Jan. 25, at The Blind Pig, 208 5. l-‘l.r!\SL.
Ann Arbor. For more Information,

dﬂ. Jan. 20, at Lill's 21, mo.mou near
Jos. pav, Ham| For more in- 9968333
Tormation, call 875-6555.
® BEFORE OR AFTER
Before or After will perform with lph COLLE G E
clal guests, The Happy
Plasma Bats, on Friday, Jan. 20, at Puy-
check's, 2032 Canlff, off Jos, Carapa
Hamtramck. For more foformation, cal] _Here armthe top 10 sonpa recelviag alr-.
872-3934. play on WAYN-AM, the campus station,
at Wayoe State Unlversity.
o ;mm;ur :
eartbeat will perform on Friday and 1, “Kissability,” Sonle Youth, S
Setunday Jan 2021, 1t aseou's, 1012 2 -Gutol Persona lty,” Liviag Caloas,
Main, or more informa- ., “Freddie’ M
tion, call 547-8470. » Dead” Flabbane,

® TRIRIDAD TRIPOLY

The Trinidad Tripoll Stee] Band will
perform on Friday and Saturday, Jan. 20-
21, at The Blind Plg, 208 S. Fﬂ’!l St, Ann’
fabor. For more {nformatlon, call 996-

‘Showcase’ showcases best of Detroit sound

ﬁy Larry O'Connor
statf writer

“Hello, Mr. Rock'n'roll, meet Mr.
Blues. Mr. Blues, let me introduce
you to Mr. Jazz. Where you {rom?
Detrolt, you don't say, So are we.”

. Of course, conversations ke this
don't exist. It they did, they’d all be
raving about a new radio show which
recently debuted Sundny nights on
WDET-FM 102,

“Showcase Detroit,” heard at 10
p.m. Sundays, offers an hour of the
Best in reck'a'roll, Slucs and jam.
And tho best part about it Is this s
stuff stamped, *“Made in Detroit.”

Paul Ciaravino, 36, Is the show's

REVIEWS

host. He sald the program is de-
signed to highlight the best of what
Detreit hes to olfer, covering most
of the mustcal spectrum,

Although the elements of his show
are dlverse, Claravino believes one
common thread ties them together,

“A lot of rock people are into
blues and jazz," sald Claravino, who
hos worked ot radio stations in
Mount Clemens and Jackson, “Some
of them get thelr Insplrations from
blues and jazz people. Rock'n'roll
came [rom thythm and blues.”

SOMEHOW “Showcase Detroit” is
able to take a variety of music styles
and blend them together rather well,

At least that appeared to be the case
on the premiere show,

A blues number, “Detroit Play-
boy" by Harmonlea Shah, fit right in
with a song, “In a Lifetime” by the
Stingrays. Also, the host provides
background on most of the acts
whose music is getting alrplay,

That flts right in with the format
of the show where the informational
Is comblned with musical. Another
feature of “Showcase Detroit” Is a
segment where Ciaravino Interviews
people prominent In the Detroit mu-
slczcena.

Future guests Include the Sun
Messengers (Jan. 22) and Steve San-
chez of Delroit Blues Factory

Records (Jan. 29).

Claravino got the idea for a local
muslc show a few months ago. He's
quite familiar with the East Side De-
troit rock scene. He thought a radlo
show can only expand local musle.

Soon, he was in touch with Judy
Adams, program director at WDET,
and things quickly fell Into place. He
put ads in the Metro Times, solicit.
ing material for the new show. As a
result, he's been “bombed” with
records, tapes and some CDs from
local groups,

Of course, Ciarivinos isa't the
only radlo show playing local musle.
“Detrolt Musle Scene,” hasted by
Scott Campbell on WDTR-FM, and

“Contamination and Carrosion,”
hosted by Rick Anderson on WORB-
FM, also feature Detrolt bands,

“THERE ARE some local rock
shows, but this Is 2 local variety
sh:w," Clarivino sald. “We cover the
whole spectrum.”

Like many, Claravino Is one who
believes Dclmlt music doesn't get
the alrplay it deserves on commer-
cial radlo. WDET-FM !s a public ra.
dio station, but with a strong signal.
Detrolt music could be getting its
best play to date,

“This isn't going to be a one- or
two-month skit,” Claravino said.
“We want this to last. But It really
depends on the listeners

C *Today Ts Samener,” Jnlr llon!’-
3, “Dog Meat,” Radon
G "l'm &0 Adult Nw. Parsalt of lhppic

7. ~mn Expectations,” Inside Oat.
8. “Wrong Again,” All.

. “Punk Rock Gird,” Dead Milkmes.

10."T Hate Love,” Karea Monster.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs recetving alrs,
play on WWWW-FM.

1, “Deeper ‘Than the Holler,” Randy

2. “oun;e of Heart,” The Jodds.

3. “That Old Wheel,” Jobnny Cush/Hank’
Willlasos Ir.

4. "Mama Knows," Sheaadoah.

5. “T've Been Lookin'," Nitty Gritty Dirt®

Basd.

€. “A Tender Lie," Restless Heart,

7,“All the Reasons Why.” Highway 182, °
8. “Let's Get Started, If We're Gaing to?

10.*Hold Me," Steve Wariser,

LOCAL RIFFS
DETROIT'S BEST
OF 1988

— various artists

Once upon a time, there was a ra-
dlo program. On it, musicians from
Detrolt would have thelr musle
played on the alr at 11 p.m. every
week night.

* Then Judging by listener response,
winners were chosen on a nighlly,
woekly and monthly basis. The
monthly winners would go on a com-
pact disc in hopes of showcasing the
finest In what Detroit has to offer
musleally.

.Hard to believe, fan't it?.
But thanka to people like Greg St
James, Scott Brown and Pat Stlll,
I Riffs" on WRIF-FM actually
dld.happen, "Deuul\‘l Best of 1988”
is the final result of the competition
that at least provided a drinking
fountaln in the vast dessert that bas

bocome commercial radio.
. W&ull—‘ “FM should be wmmcnded

or

g ~n!:8 muducug: Best ol nl.l.
proceeds from the sale of the CD/
cnneuu goes to the Chlld Protection

Team at Chlldx!n 's Hospital.

‘le-lety ¢ essence here. All

nine bands "Detmit‘c Best of 1988"

ran the spectrum In terms of musi-

cal styles. There Is :on'iethlug for ev-

eryone.
Those who thrive on vivid, heart.

felt lyrics, J.D. Lamb’s “Suburbla
Boy" Is a cholce cut. People of the
melodie rock jlk will no doubt enjoy
the offering of The Shake's “Still in
My Heart.” The hard rock crowd can

easlly watm m nmzleua'n “Lost

GREATEST HITS
— Fleetwood Mac

It's a look back and a look to the
future from this ever-popular pop
group with relcase of its first-ever
greatest hits (Warner Bros.),

The hits are obvious — “Rhian-
non,” “Go Your Own Way,” “Hold
Me" and the rest. And more than &
decade later, they’re npot exactly

Tare,

Without exception, all of the Blg
Mac's chart-toppers are still In
heavy radio rotation, whether the
format be pop, rock or that new hy-
brid, classic rock. (There’s nothing,
however, from the bind's early blues
days or from any of the non-hit LPs
that preceded the 1975 arrival of
Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie
Nicks)

Thlnklng‘n "erlau and l’oeu" hu a
rather endearing melody with Jim
Flynn dolng some {lne vocal work.
Same can be zald for See Dick Run's
“Good Thing.”
Overall, this i3 a good plece of
work by everyone Involved,
w= Lurry O'Connor

Without . Love™ More e, is the

{flends will dig ux massivo beat of new material — the first Issued by

Tanjent lmnxa on “Faith.” the band since last year's departure

&m hat stick out bers Include the  of lead guitarist/musical adventurer
tar odyssey provided by the B:

: Ornngc Rnngmu' Dave l-‘aeny m: “As Long as You Follow” and “No

Questions Asked,” however, were

penned by Christine McVie and Ste.
vie Nicks, vely, So th
sound, Fleetwood Mac.

That means we'll have to wait untll
pext year, at the earllest, to deter-
mine the songwriting Influence of
Billy Burnette and Rick Vito, Buck-
Ingham's replacements.

Part of the fun with any E‘letwood
Mac albom !s determining which
band members are on the outs with
we others at the time of release.
eetwood Mac has always been a
wnlklng National juirer among
rock bands, what 'llk all Its com-
plex personal and personnel rela-
tionships, The latest — an oncam-
era spat between Nicks and
drummer Mick Fleet uring &
recent MTV Interview.

soap opera Is about to continue.,
— Wayne Peal

LIVE IN DETROIT

— The Butler
Twins

‘This s the first album from the
brothers Butler, CI:M one‘eh wn;&a a
-song warning icago, t blues
mecea, that Detroit was galning fast.

“Live in Detrolt” then, may-be
considered the follow-up volley from
the Butlers,

als country, northwest Alabama, and

ted to Detrolt In the eerly
1960s, seeking work in the auto face
tories.

‘This albumm {s the second released
on the Royal Oak-based Blues Facto-
1y Records label. Bluea Factory’s
but was & compilation aldbum that
featured the Butlers and otber local
artists.

The uven-ooég “Live in Detrolt”
in Dearborn,

The Butlers’ stylo shows the influ-
masters lke Moddy

ence of blues
‘Waters and Jokn Lee Hooker — Del-

tablues electrified. *

BUTLER

. TWIRS
‘LIVE IN' DETROIT

Two of the tunes oo “Live" are.
credited to barmonlea virtuoso "
on “Little Walter”™ Jacobs. On these,

bad love and no love at all.
“I'm 1a Tove with a maried wom: "

.nﬂlmm'tbdpm:uu'ma.

m mnbmo!ndpballnen,
on .
Clarence declares:
efoot. of my

&mthmhunmdltm/tb'.
wotnen think Im a back door man” ., -
‘The sound quality of “Live” is ro-
wm”hbl’ [MIM‘MB!MI P“’J

whﬁ-huubood-hmlhulch-,
ve or on vinyl,
oa ~ Brian Ly at!




