Monday, January 18, 1989 O&LE

FR3A

Builder sees brlght future for industry

By Jackle Kleln
otat! writer

A pent-up demand for new hous-
Ing, consumer attitude at an all-tima
high and “stable” interest rates boda

‘All reliable Indicators

;ﬁlll m‘m;n dihe o inour ry show
g industry in 1989,
S0 clalmed James Bonadeo, new | 178% real estate will
president of the Bullders A keop its value
:;:“'}ﬁ'jrgﬂzhm;‘ stacofer- | and will increase in
ul eld, nadeo

owns his own bullding company in worth over the long
Pl b term.’

e rony, powever, In the last — James Bonadeo
week of 1988, [ixed-rate home mort-
gages averaged 10,77 percent and Builders Assoclation
were expected to rise to 11.5 percent president

by mid-1989, accoerding to the Mort.
£380 Banker's Associatlon,

“The past few years have shown
healthy activity for new homes in
Oakland, Wayne, Macomb, Livings.
ton and Washtenaw counties,” Bona.
deo sald,

BASM cstimates a total of 11,500
bulld.lng perml!a were [ssued for lln~

ly houses in the
ty n:glmml aren last year.

New home purchases, according to
Bonadeo, remain a solid Investment
for the future, With an ample supply
and varlety of hew houses In the
area, 1989 should be a good time to
buy, he added.

“All reliable

ia our In-

dustry show that rezl estate will
keep holding Its value and will in-
crease In worth over the long term,"”
Bonadeo sald.

“BESIDE THE Investment value,
the continuing need for shelter and a
sense of security will sustain the de-
mand for new homes. Consumer attl-
tude is at an all-time high, and we
sec In the coming 12 months an ex-
cellent opportunity for familles to
upgrade thefr standard of llving and

"

Hills one of 4 biggest growers

By Jackls Kisin
staff writer Farmington Hills
et N (T bullding permits 1988
Troy and Farmington Hills last yea; 1887 1953 |
pegged the highest resldentlal hous- | Single family houses | 385 | 442
ing growth among Oakland County
communitles, Huitiples 7 |09
“What we're experiencing in the offices 9 | 18
metro area is sprawl,”
Hills clty manager Wlll.:hlm Costick  [Industrial 1518
sald, “We were next In the progres-
sion to develop vacant parcels.” Commerciel 3 | 12

But most of the large vecant par-
cels in Farmington Hills have been
or are belng developed. What re-
mains are small parcels, generally
squeezed in near developed areas.

In Farmington Hills, 1088 scored
big in the number of slogle-family

Mortgage Interest rates are ex-
pecied to remain in the 10 percent
range for fixed loans and in the 8

Uving la evidenced by the incrosses
in bousehold amenities end innova-
tive construction, he said.

“We've had many ealls for a built.

in lroplog board in a cablnet In the
wall,” be sald. “That's about $350.
The new, computerized house will
have appllances connected to one
plug Instead of many,”

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY
Bernard Glieberman of Crosswinds
Communitics lo West Bloomfield
sald builders must meet with resi.
dents of communities consldered
“hot spots"” agalnst development.

“There’s a lack of education in
slow-growth areas” he sald. “Con.
struction is the life blood of com-
munlties and the economy. We bave
10 be partners and help educate the
population.”

Better merchandising and market.
ing of houses would make them eas!-
er to pi , gaid association vice
preatdent Seou Jncohsan of 5, R. De-

percent range for loans,

Robert Hllpuln of the Irvine

he sald.
C «cfforts by the Mich

Department of Commerce to bring
new industry and buainess to the
state also support the demand for
new houses, accordlng to Bonadeo,
Growing numbers of familles are
“trading up” to larger, newer homes.
Demand for comforts of modern day

IN SOUTHFIELD, which is 80
percent developed, alngle-family
home construction continucd its slow
pace. The expanslon wes in multi-
family bousing with more to come In
1989,

“Location, location, location™ at-
tracted 414 familles to West Bloom-
field in 1988, says Robert Brand.
miler, city assessar.

“Lakes, trees, rolling hills and big,
expensive homes bring residents to
West Bl " he sald. “And we

Permits for multiple dwellings, In.
cludlnx apartments, condos and clus-
ter houses climbed from 70 (with 615
units) {n 1987 to 99 (with 929 units).

“We have had a lot of pmblcm:

have plenty of room to grow,
“Single-family residents much

perfer subdlvislons to cluster hous-

Ing. We have a pew clustcr ordl-

Group in F Hills, also
named vice president, aald young
couples in apartments want to get
Into houses. Some homeowners who
moved to apartments are golng to
condomlniums.

“December was a great month,”
be eaid. “The demand s surprising.”

be developed In many years. Five
houses are completed. Last year,
about 12 other houses were bullt on
scattered altes,

“There just aren't many remain.
Ing large tracts of land,” l&ld 'l‘od
Kilroy, scting clly planner,
west portion o( Soul.hllr.ld on lnblu
south of 12 Mile, L't served by sanl-
fary sewera, But the Farmington-
Evergreen sewer will soon be In-
stalled so residential development
cap take place”

Developer Robert Rosin is plan.
ning 471 unlta of elngle-famlly dwell-
Ings, townhouses, condominlums and
nplnmenu in the 12 Mile-Franklin

nance which {s more

Last year, permits were lssucd in
West for 261

But we still have a good
Cmtlck sald, “Our pmpeﬂy values
and continue to

houses, ap

and cluster houses under construc-
tion. Last year, 442 permits for sin-
gle-famlly houses were issued, com-
pared to 385 in 1967

cllmb the realdentia] areas are nice,
wo have good location and the
schools have a good reputation.”

unita,

IN SQUTHFIELD, the 50-home
Sussex Woods in the 10 Mile-Inkster
Road area Is the first subdivialon to

‘Friendly’ couple killed
while living their beliefs

Contlnuod trom Pagoe 1

keeping thelr baby,” sald Gen-
zlinger's Parker, who celebrated
New Year's Eve with the couple.

Bette was studying for a master’s
degree In religious educatlon at Or-
chard Lake Semlnary,

§t. Agatha parishioners are suffer-
ing a deep sense of frustration over
the Darnell murders.

“There Is nothing we can do.
There are no survivors, It's very
frustrating not belng able to reach
out to someone,” sald Mary Hickey,
SL Agatha Christlan service direc-

mnkey said she recelved many

dumps In Texns,” Bakernld.

“BlI! said a couple of times he
wouldn't consider going back to Tex-
as. He liked Michigan very much,”
added Baker, who sald he s “fust
numb" about the tragedy.

In a strained volce, Ball of ABC
talked about Blll and Bette Darnell.
*“They were friendly, That was prob-
ably the byword. Bil was open,
{riendly, outgolng. So was Bette.
They were the kln of people you
wanted to know.

The Damells were helpful, caring
people who took an interest In othera,
and thele problems, The Darnells
took in Smith to help her through her

“They dido’t talk about

calls fro asking how
they mlghl help, “They are asking
what they can do. Normally, we pull
together for the grieving family. You
make a hot dish or whatever, With
this, there isa't anything that we
know of.”

ONE OF the ABC p.lrtn
don Dye, met with Bill Darnell wh!la
usiness In Texas in 1936, At the
ume, Darneil was a computer pro-
gramming contractor, Baker said.
Darnell and hls wife, Bette —
pregnant with thelr second child —
came to Detrolt from Houston in Oc-
tober 1986 In search of & new start
because “the economy was- In the

those Ihlngs. They Just dld them qui-
etly,” Ball sal

The Darnclls were excited and
looking forward to the birth of thelr
second child. “She (Bette) was just a
very caring person, very much of a
mother. She was cxcited about being
pregnant. She dldn't want Stephanie
to be an only child,” Parker sald.

ST, AGATHA pastor tho Rev, Tim-
othy Szott said the Darnells were a
loving couple and remembers scelng
them walking hand-in-hand down the
alsle to receive commaunion. He also
remembers scelng Stephanie run-
ning in the alsles until retrieved by

her parents, “She was a bundle of ac-
tivity,” he said.

They reached out to Alicla Smith
“because of thelr commitment to
Christ and because they were com-
mitted to the fact that human life be-
glny at conception and not at blrth,”
Szott said.

‘The family “was known by a lot of
people just because they were 30
friendly,” sald Hickey at St. Aga-
tha's. She met Bette Darucll when
she volunteered with Hickey to visit
the sick and shut-lns. Both Bette,
who sang In the church cholr, and
Blll were cucharistic ministers, au-
thorized to distribute communion to
parishloners.

“It's a shocking tragedy even if

you don't know the people involved,
but it really bits you whon it bappens
10 someonc you know,” Szott said,

“When I {irst heard about it lrom
Free Press reporter Jack
parishioner at St. Agatha, | mcu-d
with disbelief, Later, when 1
watched the news on TV, they sald
the {dead) glrl was 6 years old, and I
thought It can't be the Darnell faml-
ly 1 kl:zp! hoplng against hope it

asn’t

Staff writers Janice Brunson,
Bill Casper and Bob Sklar con~
tributed to this report.

Victims ‘were caring people’

Continued from Page 1

DEGRAVE the Curalllo
xsnoumcnt r&ct )lu':n. n;m:d ‘l’mm the

panish word, wl ] means,
“a short walk with the Lord.”

Several parishes in Houston occa-
slonally sponsored Curalllo’ week-
ends for blnbmd ds or wlv:.ﬂtnéin‘g

hich (s were
;edl g m‘tﬂk& a short walk
with the Lord,” DeGrave said. -

Blll would often speak at Cursillo

weekends, DeGrave said, and Bette
ya .

sometimes played the gultar. “They
scemed to enjoy IL.”

Darnell converied to Cathollelsm
about four years ago after marrying
Betta but still maintained active ties
wilh varlous Protestant churches,
DeGrave sald.

*“] think they were involved in the
Protestant equlvnlml ol tha Cunllln
movement,” he sald. *
that much about poopla."

Darnell, who had a background in
computer sclence, reportedly
worked for the Exxon Corp. in Hous-

ton before moving to Detrolt. A
spokesman {or Exxon could not con-
firm that Damell was a former em-
ployee. “But this 1a the second tele-
phone call I've had on that,” sald Les

Roge:
Roxen said Exxon’s puwnnel de-
was
on Dm-ngll, or release deum of his
time with the company. “We're con-
ﬁzed about his privacy,” Rogars

Staff writer Bob Skiar contrib.
uted to this report,

School site
considered
for nature

Farmington school officials will
“work with a local developer to help
his dralnage problem, while in-
appnnnnluu for nnuioor

at a local

school.

Developer Fraok Milo has re-
quested to buy fourtenths of an
acre of at Loongacre Ele-
mentary 1. He would like to

use the site for a retention pond for

hls next-door condominlum devel
opment, which straddles the clly
bo lines of Farmington and

any Appolnmd principal Wil

the school's sclence

consulunL Cooper, will work

out a situation where the develop-

er'a heeds can be met while contid-

ering how the area can be used as
an outdoor nature area.

Highway area.
This will occur when roads are con-
structed, Kllroy sald.

Staff writer Joanne Mai-
tszewski contributed to this re.
port.

put the
Court in ﬂlo new Strathmore subdlvision at Haggerty an:
Mila In northwest Funnlnglon Hilis.

RANDY BORST/staft photographer

to a house on Wilton-

g 13,

TEXTILLERY COLLECTION

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.rm.
Wednesday, January 18, Birmingham
Thursday, January 19, Dearborn
Friday, January 20, Livonia
Meet Mr. Mike Farrell, designer
of fine handwoven throws and pitlows
JSor Textillery. See our collection of
these softly patterned and colored
throws, each handloomed in beautiful
combinations of wool, silk and
cotton...together with highly textured
mohair and strands of ribbon.

In our Bedding Shop.

Jacobson’s
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