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Vote yes

see a clear need for a new elementary
school In western Farmington Hills,
A frill it's not.

It's essential to ease classroom uvercrowding
and long bus rides. No child should have to be
taught in a hallway or sit on a bus for an hour
each day. . .

" At Gill Elementary, the three first-grade
“| classes have 26 students each — above the first.
grade ideal of 24, reflective of the trend toward
smaller classes and specfalized learning/teach-
Ing stattons, .

In many elementary buildings, there's no room
to designate classroom space for art, music, scl-
ence and computers, .

Not one of the district’s 12 clementary.schools
is west of ‘Drake — in the area bursting with
growth and 27 percent of the younger students.

New homes there Have pushed 11 of the

jes to can El tary entoll-
ment has grown by 1,000 in the past five years.
It's up 90 this year and is projected to rise
.through 1994, .

Overcrowding touches, to some extent, every
one of the elementaries. It requires a district-
wide solution — namely, a westside schoql.

!;X-'_TER CUTTING through the rhetorie, we

WE URGE a yes vote when Farmington Pub-
He Schools voters go to the polls in a spectal
clection Tuesday, Jan. 31, Voters will consider
approving $7.3 million in bonds to build a 600-
student elementary that will be a prototype for
upgrading other school buildings. ’

Because of retiring bonds, approval would not
raise the district’s debt.retirement levy beyond
the current 1.2 mills, With approval, the total

valued at $150,000 {would be no more than $30 a
year next year., .
“ This bond proposal {s smailer than one reject-

proposal called for $7 million in bonds for an

y and early childhood center on the
west side and another’$20 million in bonds to
tackle districtwide safety needs.

CIENCE IS A mystery to many, but ne-
glecting a topic that is difficult to under-
stand has left the nation in a twofold pre-
dicament: Our top science students find

ternational peers; the average citizens in this de-
mocracy find themselves ill prepared-to partici-
. pate wisely in national debates about such cru-
clal toples as ‘solid waste disposal, nuclear
power, AIDS and acld rain,
The status of science education in our com-
-1- munities is examined in a special report starting
on the front page of today's paper. The report
i| concludes Monday. .
The stories detail both perceived and docu-
mented shortcomings in sclentific studies: un-
qualified and-unprepared science !eaghegs; ou}-

'

Support schools’ bond issue

it's tial to ease cla
overcrowding and long bus rides.
No child should have o be taug
in a hallway or sit on a bus for an
hour each day.

debt retirement cost to a taxpayer whose home s .

ed by 218 votes last Seplember. The defeated |

their scores lacking when compared to their in- |

. While elementary level enrollment is or the
rise, overall enrollment Is declining. So there's no.
sign the district will need more facilities in the
future.

If voters say yes, there's a chance the new
school — nestled in a rolling, wooded nook on 11
Mile east of Halsted — could still open by Sep-
tember 1990, the original target date.

IN THIS case, bonding — a method of borrow-
ing money much ltke a mortgage — Is cost effi-
clent. It also leaves the decision about a major
payout where it belongs — with the taxpayers.

Beyond that, we oppose use of operating mon-
ey for non-emergency capital profects.

The district can't use voter-approved opera-
ting money, budgeted or In reserve, to bulld a
new school — clearly a capital project.

And there’s not nearly enough uncommllted
money, only $909,000, in the distriet's capital
fund to cover the cost.

Short of maybe borrowing the money and us-
ing some fts county-allocated millage for a peri-
od of years to pay off the loan — a method that
would siphon money ticketed for operations —
the dlstrict has no other payment options.

. Without the new school, the district will have
no option but to continue to add portable class-
rooms — at $50,000 a pop. Longacre already has
five, Flanders two and Larkshire one.

Vote 'ya Tuesday, Jan. 31. The quality of edu-
cation In Farmington Public Schools is bound to
drop if 1 i fons during a y ter's
most formative years are allowed to become in.
tolerable.

Neglected -

Science in need of a boost

science:an’ i
educational / l \\

MELTDOWN

® More elfort has to be required from stu-
dents. This motlvation must come from parents,
who must insist on good aitendance and who
must Involve themselves in thelr childrens’
school work,

hands-on sclence

dated and uninspiring book q

and suppli ding gradua.’
tion req and distinterested and dls-
tracted students. . - :

The same stories show the bright side of sci-
ence education in America: bright, innovative
| teachers who make science a vibrant course of
'Y study, and’a renewed dedication to science in

many schools. .

mendatlons: . .
@ Private industry must take a more actlve
" rolé in public sclence education.

Leading firms should turn ‘employees over to
schoo! districts as full-time consultants for one
to two years. These professionals could support
staff efforts and provide students.at all grade
levels with living, breathing examples of inter-
esting, rewarding sclence careers,

" ® Teachers repeatedly stressed the. need for
effective science studies In early grade levels.
More districts need to follow the lead in Wayne
Westland, where there is an elementary school
sclence coordinator. c

‘The relationship must be stressed between scl-
ence and other courses such as soclal studics, po-
litical science and geography. Just as all,teach-
ers-should be reading and writing instructors, so
should alf teachers be science teachers. ’

. :] @ Teachers must be well trained and quall-
fied Elementary school teachers must have the
confidence to include science Instruction In thelr.
daily routine. The day must end when many
physics teachers do not have physics majora.

. o

;| . From this report come a number of recom-

- must
lessons rather than relying on encyclopedic text-
books. '

Seience comes alive when a . Bir

&

Enthusiasm sets tone
for Hills’ Mayor Sever

NO DOUBT about it: Terry Sever
Is eager to be Farmington Hills' new
mayor.

He ended his outlook speech last
week by leaplng from his seat at the
clty council table and declaring: I
say to the people of Farmingten
Hlils, I accept the challenget”

Earller In his re-
marks, Sever vowed: “Our goal for
the year 2000 is to make Farmington
HIills one of the most livable citfes In
the state of Michigan.”

Sever didn't delve into the obsta.
cles he's sure to face this year as the
ceremonial mayor. But he dld touch
on the need to balance a developer's
tright to develop his land agalnst the
city's right to demand a certain
quality of development. .

Sever's upbeat speech was his
shinlng moment. And hls excltement
hopefully serves as & harbinger of
good things to come for this on-the-
move clty of 66,000,

As he s0 enthusiastically put it
“We- can develop a community by
the year 2000 that will cause a per-
son to get off at Metropolitan Air-
port, drive down the expreseway
through other communitles, stay
overnight in  Southfleld, drive
through Farmington Hllls, meet
somebody In Novi and say to that
person, ‘Wow, Farmington Hills is a
tremendous community!’ "

SEVER WAS right an In kicking
off his specch by saylng, “Already, I
can sense that people wonder what
kind of person I am, what kind of
leader I wlll be*

A former national leader of the
. Jaycees, Sever was elected to o two-
year city council term in 1985 and
re-clected to a four-year term In
1887, ' b

Early on, despite his Jaycee suc-
cess, Sever dldn’t scem comfortable
at the councl] table. It was hard to
pinpolnt where he stood on many Is-

sues,

But I'l concede that he has grown
more comfortable and confident.
Now the chances are beiter you'll at
least know where he's coming fiom
on a glven vote,

As mayor, Sever promises to ex-
ude integrity, honesty and openness.
I trust that he sticks to those princl-
ples as potltical pressures mount.

MEANWHILE, I'M impressed by
Sever's commitment to his wife, Lin-
da, and three children, who attended
his swearlng-in Jan. 9.

Acknowledglng it's hard to bal-.
ance family, work and politics, he
pledged to take along his wife and.
kids as he makes the rounds as may-
or 50 they can share In the range of
his experiences. :

One of nine chitdren hlmself,:
Sever sald: “The things I missed out.
on, the sacrifices of my parents,
made me understand what’s import-;
ant In life — to be good to other peo-:
ple, to be fafr.”

A rough road iles ahead for the
new mayor. Much of the road s rut-
ted with pivotal questlons'about land
use planning, publle involvement in
declslon making, even the order of
the councll agenda,

Over time, we'll see what kind of
mayor Sever ls. But hls goal is one
that any communlty would be proud
to achleve: .

“There fsn't any reason why in 20
or 20 years, we couldn't look back
and say we made the right decisions,
we did the right things, we put the
money In the right place, We have..
addressed the concerns. And we have’}
a classle, We have one of the finests
communlties in America.” B
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Farmington readers’ forum 2
Letlers must be signed, original coples and include the address and ielephone ':i
aumber of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication only for sulficient . 3
reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send lelters to Readers’ Forum, Farmington o

Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

No bouquets
for writer

To the editor:

I can tell Catherine Trainor Dec,
29 why she was so mentally focused
on her Livonia Mail restaurant incl-

dent for two full days: She was con- .

sclous-striken, And if she wasn't, she
should have been.

How dare she loftily and sell-
righteously brag about the fact that
she was for a hard-work-

Seaholm teacher lles on a bed of nails and lets
another teacher slam a hammer onlo his chest;
or when a team of students measures the velocity
of a Cedar Point amusement ride; or when a
Plymouth Canton teacher shoots plastic and steel
bullets to demonstrate laws of physics; or when

. Southfield students study firsthand the ecology of

the Rouge River.. .

® Top students must be further challenged,
whether it be through consortiums with other
schools, contracis with community colleges or
arrangements with private industry.

@ Some improvements carry a hefty price tag
since science courses are expensive i -t histori-
cally underfunded, .

Look at Westland John Glenn High Scheol that
has a planctarium that is sparingly used because
of budget cutbacks, Leok at Plymouth-Canton
schools where a sclence teacher may have to

" work with an annual supplies budget of $60 a

year.

dying these si can be exp
but the alterniative is more éostly A number of
science teachers hope that current attention on
Iagging science scores will boast public demand
for improvement much the way that the launch
of Sputnik spurred classroom science 30 years
ago. -

We hope they are right. Sclence is too import-
ant to continue riding in the back seat.

ing, consclentious, well-meaning
young woman losing her job two,
days before Christmas? If this is an
example of her Idea of unblased
chority and blind justice to all, then
she [a the evil In our midst.

In the {lrst place, Ms. Tralnor
made her point in her acathlng re-
sponse to the waitress’ Innocent
question. (A slmple, “No, I don't
mind at all,” would have sufflced.)
Was it necessary to further call at-
tention to her self-righteous plety by
Inviting the owner outside, under the
watchful, curious eye of every other
person In the restaurant, including,
of course, tho nervous “young wom-
an In the bright blue blouse covered
with flowers.”

Now then, even that accolade to
her Insatiable ego was not enough:
now she uscs ber position and ability
to further announce her wonderful
unbigoted, spotless character by

Dick Isham general manager

. writlng an article for publication in

a newspaper.

Several thousand readers will un-
doubtedly sit back in thelr chalr,
having read the article with a lump
in their throat and pride of country
swelling up in thelr hearts, and say,
"“What o wonderful person that
Catherine Trainor Is — 50 unpreju-
diced 2nd falr-minded!”

It that's what you're thinking,
C.T., think again. You cost a woman
her job, Perlod?! No bouquets for

you.
Lee Sales,
Farmington Hills

Strikes are
not legal

To the edltor:

1 was incensed at a recent artlele.

in the Observer, “Teachers won't
lose for strike.”

What's wrong with Gov. Blanc-
hard? Attorney General Kelley?
Judges? And our state scnators? We
have a state law that states our pub-
1ic servants cannot strike and yot we
have had 273 teachers strike in the
last 10 years. A disgrace!

Our gutless wonders are like the
ostrich who put their heads in the
sand and hope the situation will dls-
appear,

. 'This is a law and should be en-
{forced by Gov. Blanchard, State At-

e @bgeruer & Eccentric Newspapers ——

!
Steve Barnaly managing edilor

0 Suburban Communications Corp.
Rich Perlberg assistant managing editos

Philip Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginlan president

‘| Richard Brady ‘dircctor of advertising
-Fred Wright director ol circulation

torney General Kelley, state sena-~2

tors, .4

Nick Smith, R-Hlilsdale: “I'm wﬂl-‘t:
ing to make thelr strlkes legal as-f}
long as we have simllar penaltics.”” '3

The state Senate rejected a blll to'w
fine striking teachers a day's pay for, 2
a day on the picket line. The vote &
was 19 against and 17 in favor, Wees
have 17 scnators who voted for the i
taxpayers. Nineteen senators who ¥
seem beholden to the teachers unlan, %

No thanks to Sen, Jack Faxan, D=3!
Farmington Hllls, who vated lgnlmii
this bil.

Senate minarity leader Art Miller; i
D-Warren, objected (hat we always..”
put the blame for public educatior$:
on the backs of the professional pco-‘a

ple. -

It'a o sad day when we tell teachae;
crs we are going to do away wlllg:'
thelr bargaining tights, What bar-*
g:;m?g rights are we dolng aways.
o )

-
Industrial workers that go on%:
strike forfelt a day's pay for eversy
day they are on strike, This is a pen- ¢ .
alty you pay for tho right to strikely.
‘The teachera should be no dlfferent.

1 think Se 1ate minorlty leader At(-“
Miller, Jack Faxon of F
Hills and the other 17 scnators that
voted agalnst Lhis bill should hang.
their heads In shame. f

Now that you have failed to makes
strikes legal_for the teachers, whats.
are you and all our elected offlcialgs’
going to do when the teachers go out::
on the next illegal strike? .
ard Weems, 3,
Flrmlnglnn“llln'
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