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Furniture fit
for a castle
goes on sale

his hobby. He's been collecting for 20
cars .+, what he wanted he al-
ready has. Most of what is here need-

By Corinne Abatt
staft wrlter

You've got to believe that as a kid,
Joe Bianco didn't just dream of liv-
ing in a big house, he dreamed he
was a king of the castle.

Blanco is the owner of World of
Architectural Antiques of Troy and
this weekend the contents of his mu-
seum/store wiil be auctioned off (on
tocation at Maple and Dequindre) by
DuMouchelle's, He's already taken
what he needs from the vast invento-
ry to furnish a mansion he's In the
process of restoring for his personal
use. The rest will be up for grabs —
for a price — anywhere from two to
six figures.

The pancled ballroom from the Pi-
cadilly Hotel of New York with 24
oi! paintings mounted on the pancled
walls, 10 crystal chandellers, a
splendid mahogany and marble fire-
place and an oak floor, is at the high
end and a large collection of Jim
Beam bottles are on the low side.

In between ave lterally hundreds
of larger-than-life Jtems such as a
wooden mirror and console from
Scotland In which the carved
cherubs are the size of actual bables,
a stalned glass window of a nymph
in a pond that was at the landing in
Litlian Russel’s home and a massive
12-foot high cabinet made to show-
case the woodcarver's art for the

} lnﬁ?hlldclphln Expositlon.

rry DuMouchelle sald be ex-
peets the bidding to be flerce for the
three-plece - Centennial  bedroom
suile by Berkey and Gay of Grand
Raplds, also shown at the 1876 Expo-
sitton. While admitting thut a great
many pleces will be challenglng to
move, DuMouchelle sald, “It takes
{lve strong men to move that door,”
emphasizing the word strong. He
was referring to an Itallan bronze
door in high rellef that telts the story

. of woman in great (and heavy) de-
. tall

Belfore Biance himsclf arrived at a

" previcw and after he left (“I've gota

lot of things to do™), his assistanis
:rd auction bouse staff spoke for
m.
His daughter-in-law, Judy Blanco,
who has worked with the antiques
{for several years, sald, “this was just

Staff photos by Jerry
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ed very little restoratlon or repairs.”
Blanco sald, “I was going to bulld

a house — a lot originally was going

Into a blg house,”

Plans fell through, he said, and the
house was never built, He has since
found a smaller Meadow Brook-style
When Blanco

house to restore.
wasn't buying and selling architec-
tural antlques, he was and still is,
president of Proto-Plastles of Troy,
which makes injection molds for the
auto [ndustry,

“It was the artistry — the work
dane by hand that he loves,” sald one
of his asslstants.

And size — don’t forget size. Bian.
co obvlausly responds to mass. A 20-
ton marble pulplt, scveral altars and
Stations of the Cross were sold with
the building which wiil be soon be-
come the Pollsh Cultural Center.

However, left for bldders and
buyers, who also think big, are an 8-
by-9-foot rosewood hand-carved
mantle from the Isracl Sheenaman
home, designed by Albert Kahn; a
22-by-8-foot oval mahogany confer-
ence table; a 18th century rococo
cheval mirrer, 8:by-7-by-5, decorat-
ed with maldens and cherubs; an
Ameriean burled walomut bank is-
land, 9 feet 6 Inches by 5 feet 6 inch-
es; a massive English Victorlan,
handcarved oak stalrcase; and an en-
tire room from a 19th century Cape
Cod home ncluding two larger than
life figures of Elizabeth I and Henry

Judy Bianco, the owner's daughter-In-law, pauses beside a burl walnut Victorian bedroom suito made in Grand Rapids by Ber- |
key and Gay. 1t was shown in the Philde!phia Centennial In 1678, :

VIII In stained glass windows.

Sure there are sofas, tables,
dressers, mirrors, light flxtures and
chalrs that will {It into an average
size dwelling, but somehow they
seem dwarfed by the overslze exam-
ples of flne workmanship.from the
19ih century and earler.

Preview times are 10 am. to 5
pam, today and 16 a.m. to noon Fri-

day. Auction hours are 7-11 p.m. Fri-"
day, 11 am. to 6 p.m. Saturday at

the World of Archltectural Antiques,
Dequindre and Maple, Troy and noon
to 5 pm. Sunday at Proto-Plastics
Feactlery, 1100 Pledmont, Troy. " -
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Paneled ballroom, circa 1928, from he Picadil-

pletely reinstatled in Joe Blanco’s Proto-Plas-

3

ly Hotel of New York, was removed and com- lica bullding in Troy. Now, he needs the space.

Joo Bianco rests a hand on a wood sculpture with Nubian sfave -
figures at the base and three figures ot Atlas above them. Blan-
co Is a great admirer of finehand carving as exemplified hero.
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Antique dealer uses European source

m aee

By Corinne Abatt
slaff writer

Flrst Mia Wimer fell in love with
Austrian bridal chests and cabinets,
then she fell in love with an Austrian
chemist, now based In Birmingham.:

That's what lured this charming
Dutch-born antique dealer here from
her former home In Phildelphla.

She's only been here since last sum-
mer, but she’s taken to the communi-
ty cagerly, She's done antique shows
(most recently in Plymouth) and cul-
tivated several interfor designers
and a list of clients.
Becauso she was born and educat-
cd in Rotterdam, she bas an excel-
lent sources for the European an-
tiques which she likes to handle —
thosa beantiful handpainted 18th and
19th century bridal chests and cabl
nets from Austria, tables, chests and
chalrs from Spaln, Germany and
Holland, although the latter are get-
tlng very high priced and difflenlt to
find. She dpllen has o selection of
Freach clocks, other accessories
such as decoys and country furni-

ture.

~ She's in the habit of taking six or
more of the large cabinets to a show
and docsn't blanch when her mover

arrives to start loadlng the half doz-
en or more heavy cupboards she usu-
ally takes to a show — it goes with
the territory.

THESE AUSTRIAN cupboards
(she has three or four In her own
home) were made for couples just
starting out In thelr married Iife,
‘They are painted with scenes or pore
traits in the door pancls with lots of

* detalling In a variety of colors. Fre-

quently the year and the name of the
bride are written over the door.

Wimer keeps dishes and glassware
In the one In her breakfast room, &
TV and stereo in one upstairs and
china in the one in the llving room.
Many of them, she sald, comoe from
around Stelermark, south of Vienna,
She sald they are often found stored
In barns. The original palnt remalns
in good conditlon, relatively undam-
aged by years in storage.

“1 think the combination of mod-
ern, high tech and antiques is won-
derful,” she sald. Her home illus.
trates her preferences and her skill
as. an Interior designer as well a3
collector/dealer, Contemporary

__black leather sofas form an L around
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a fireplace over which ls a anlique
oil painting, a winter scene of ber
native Holland.

“I love this type of painting with
its brooding skies, It reminds me of

my home. There is more sunshine .

here,” she said with a smlle.

The large heavy antique oak cof-
fee table Is Dutch and sho speculated
that it may have been used as a pay
table where wages were handed out
to workers and that it was originally
standard helght,

A large Spanish table with a
wrought {ron crisscross stretcher at
the far cnd of the living room, bolds
several crystal decanters and glass-
es. In tho foyer ia antiquo Spanish
cabinet and above it Is an Intricately
worked stalned glass panel that
came from a Dutch home. The oft-
white carpet and walls form an ex-
citing setling for theso dramatic
pleces.

In her business In Phildelphla, she
worked closely with an excellent

stencl) artist dolng furnlture as well | B

a3 walls for interior design commis-
slons, So far, a skilled stenciler
scems to be the one thing ehe hasn't
found since she moved here.
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