SMART will listen to suburbs — Nowak

8y Tim Richard
staff writer

At first, suburban bus riders will
natice little change.

But now that SEMTA hns become
SMANT, its chairman says the pub-
lic transit service will be under sub-
urban‘contrel — no Detroit politi.
clans on the board, a sensitivity to
rlders and taxpayers.

“'Qur misslon
will be to focus on
the needs of the
riders and taxpay-
crs as opposed to 1
the organlzation,
staff and employ-
ces,” sald Patrick
Nowak,  {first
chalrman of the
new board,

“We're  not Nowak
going to change the routes to down-
town Detrolt. Our riders have jubs

there.
“But if the next route that's need-
ed Is crosstown (between suburbs),

that's where it's golng to go,” said
Nowak, 50, a deputy Oakland County
exceutive, “Detroft no Jlonger has
any votes in how a suburban authorl-
ty works.”

‘THE STATE Legislature last year
reorganized the 20-year-old SEMTA

ward H. McNamara and his depuly.
Mike Duggan. Allernate Is Wyan-
dotte Mayor James DeSana,

& Opkland County 'Executive
Danle} T. Murphy and hls deputy,
Nowak. Alternate i attorney Kelth
Murphy of West Bloomfleld Town-

shlp
Board Cl

T
tion Authority), abollshing its 15-
member board representing Detroit,
suburban Wayne County, Macomb
County and four outlylng counties.

In its place is a thin superstruc-
ture called the Regionnl Trault

Mnrk Slcenbcrgh and commissloner
Harold Grove. Alternate is commis-
sioner George Killeen, a past chair-
man of the SEMTA board.

® One person sthll to be named by
the four outlylng countles of Wash-

Coordinating Councll,
the politleal Big Four. Undemcnth
RTCC are Delroit's Department of
Transportation and the suburban op-
erating unit called SMART chalred
by Nowak.

SMART stands for Suburban Mo-
billty Authorlty — Reglonal Trans-
pvrtnllon Its logo says “Ride
SMART."

SMAR’N board has seven mem-

- Wayne County Exccutive Ed-

tenaw, L St. Clalr and
Monroe, “We don't know if they're
golng to flip a coln or what to de-
cide,” sald Nowak. “They will rotate
the post every two years.”

SEMTA'S general manager, Al-
bert Martln, will stay on board. The
agency nlrcndy has a reputation for
efficlently eperating its 320 buses
and $94 milllon budget.

But Nowak sald things can be im-
proved,
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In a news conference after Tues-
day’s organlzational meeting, the
Big Three politicos the
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perform public services, Murphy has’
been Michlgan's most vocal official

name change, a hiring freeze and a
ban on out-of-state travel for board
members and employces,

“We are determined to run a lean
machine,” sald Nowak. “It means
more service.”

‘The presence of Kelth Murphy (no
kin of Dan Murphy} on the board is
slgnlficant, Nowak sald. Kelth has
been Dan's expert on privatization
= the use of private contractors to

in g pr to the
chagrin of public employees’ unions,

THE THRUST of SMART'S teclnt
cal work is being done not by the top
exccutives but by the deputies and
technleal people.

Nowak sajd they already had held
meelings to learn operations and
have brought in their experts ln pur-
chaslng and personoel.

Nowak, now of Bloomfleld Town-
ship, was a life insurance agent.and

county commissloner from Farm-
ington Hillx until 1976, In 1972 he_
was one of the finalists eonxldewd
by then-Gov. Willlam Milllken to be"
Yeutenant governor,

Murpby in 1077 appointed hlul
deputy in charge of long-range plan-.

ning and leglslative projects, such as,

transit. Newspeople know Nowak as
Murphy’s political stand-En.
Each year county board

crats try to amend the budget to:

cllminate Nowak's salary, a motion
always rejected on a party-line vote.
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Learn how to enhance
your home’s decor at our
Interior Design Studio Seminars

As part of our Semi-Annual Home Sale, our Interior
Design Studio is offering several seminars designed to
help you enhance the interior of your home.
Whether you're starting fresh, or you'd like to work
with furnishings you already have,.you'll find our
professionally trained interior designers eager to help
you. They're thoroughly familiar with our selection of
furnishings and accessories, and can also obtain picces '
clsé\\'hcn:. if they're needed, to create a room or arca
that is unique, and fills your necds beautifully. Each
seminar is $3, and inclydes continental breakfast or
lunch. Call 443-6334 for rescrvations.

Westlaﬁd

Friday, January 27, or Saturday, January 28, 10:30 a.m.

Interior Design Studio, Lower Level

Northland

Friday, January 27, 12 noon
Interior Design Studio, Lower Level

Eastland
Saturday, January 28, 12 noon
Interior Design Studio, 3rd Level
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