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Bill Benton didn't stay up nights
wondering whether be'd be the 1088
Employee of the Year at Farming-
wn mm City Hal),

Just not something he
;.hought he would be in the running
or.

“T was a bit surprised,” sald the
16-year fInance department veteran.
“I'm usually the one who prepares
the Information fof other*people for
the awards, the checks and such,”

An accountant, Benton handles the
payroll, speclal assessment blu!nx,
trust funds for projects, pension
plan, acturarial reports and govern-
ment

“He's a very trustworthy employ-
ee. One of the key elements of his
duties Is that he dcnll a lot with pag

people and helplng them, In fact, his
interaction with colleagues at city
hall Is one of his characieristics that
prompted his nomination for the
clty’s biggest annual award.

WHEN PRESENTING the award
Jan. 9 at the 13th annual recognitlon
awards night, city manager Wiltlam
Costick said Benton is “known as
quite a gentleman around ¢ity hall.”
He's known as “witly, generous and
sensitive.”” His nominators added
that Benton “brings a cheerful atd-
;ud{: and sense of mission to clty

all”

In additlon to having his pame
placed on the Employee of the Year
plaque in the clty hall lobby with
past winners, Benton will recelve a
$500 check, Past wlaners are Elsle
of the assessing division

roll
keeps it all canﬂdenual Blll handles
that with a great deal of confldence
and concern for people's rights,”
{lnance director Charles Rosch said,
But the University of Detrolt

and Loretta Conway of the speclal
services department senlor adult di-
vision.

A former marathon runfier, who
now runs for fltness, Benton ran the

For pool owners, safety
is not 3-month concern

Safety s more than merely a

" three-month summer concern for

Michigan swimming pool owners,
because dangerous accidents can oc-
cur year round, AAA Michlgan re-

parts,

“Pool owners should make certaln
that their pools are properly secured
for winter,” sald Dick Robertson,
AAA Michigan homeowner’s clalm

. manager.

2500

Both In-ground and above-ground
pools should have safely covers
which secure the pool entircly so
children and animals cannot fall in
and freeze or drown during winter.

“If you don't have a commerclal
safety cover. at least put something
over the pool, secure it and be sure

lect there,” sald Robertson. “Chil-
dren sometimes drown by falling
into water on top of the cavers.”

Also, he cautioned, covers that a
chtld can crawl under, such as & 80~
lar cover, arc dangerous and should
never be used to enclose a pool for
winter. A solar cover s usually used
to retain the pool's heat in the sum-
mer. Because It floats on top of the
poot and 1s not securely attached to
(he sides of the pool, it should never
be used in the winter,

Above-ground pool filters should
be taken apart in the winter as play-
ing chlldren can use the fiiter-as a
ladder to cllmb into the pool.

» be sure security fences,

Further,
, barriers nnd self-latehing gatu work

to remove any water that may col-  properly at atl times.
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Bill Benton, a 18-year Farminglon Hil!s finance department vet-
eran, was named “Employee of the Year" for 1988, His nomina-
tors sald Benton “brings a cheerful attitude and sense of mis-

¢lon to city hail.”

Boston Marathon nine times, placing
200th once out of a large, sclect fleld
of runners. Admitting that winning
the award was “awkward” for him,
Benton sald this award Is different.

“When you race, you traln for a
goal. Something ke this, there’s so
mauy employees that could win this.
Laoretta and Elsle were Dot surprises
to me."

HIS INVOLVEMENT and com-
mitment to people extends beyond
city hall. He's a backup lor the
Meals on Wheels program, using his
own Junch hour to take meals to sen-

FREE...French Pastry Assortment
With Each Deli Tray or Super Sub

for adults when he's nceded. Benton
also makes houschold repalrs for
senlor adults, His handiwork,
fearned while walching hls father,
extends to the renovation of his own
West Bloomfleld house,

He's also involved in the annual
Rouge River cleanup and s one of
the cooks for the annual cmployee

pienke.

“In general, there's an increase in
volunteerism. I enjoy helplng people.
For me, it's putting a more religlous,
spiritual focus oo my ife. You
should do what you belleve in, If you
don’t don't put it Into actlon, it's in-
complete,” Benton sald.
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the 13th annual recognltion awards
night Jan. 8.

Five employees were honored
with the outstanding employee rec-
ognition awards and a $200 check
each. They are Jerry W. Brock, pub-
lic works; Leonard Chapmaen, bulld-
Ing divislon; Darla Crowe, building
malntenance; Jeanette Hayward, po-
lice department; and Shirley Sho-
troff, public services,

Public safety officers of the year
awards were presented to a 26-year
police department veteran, Capt.
Russell Conway, and to firefighter
Ron Schwartz of the flre depart-
ment.

Employees also were honored for
their ycars of service to the city.
Honored for 25 years of service was
Lt. Jack Brown, police department.

‘Those honored for 20 years of ser-

vice were Jol hn Norman

t Miller and James

lng!on. police department; and
Roben. Rebtoy, fire department.
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Doris Fleming, city
clerk’s offlce; and Martha Glelch-
man, {inance department.

Honered for 10 years of service:
Gary Brandemlhl, Patrick Browne,
Robert Burkbart, Shirley K. Gates,
Gary Hawald, Sandra Rochford,
Daryl Slowlnski, police department;
Jamu Schierloh, Iris Morgan, fire

department; Mxry Jape Ale, city
clerk's office; Jon Maddern, |
services; Dorothy Savage, general
government.

Honored for five years of service:
Ronald D. Achtenberg, James P.
Cheyne, Walter Kurzeja, Keith Lo
Lampear, Howard J, Saltz, Ronald
Segall, fire department; Marylou
Alex, Janet Ogrodowski, Donna
Reid, police department; Robert
Ballard, buildicg; Debra Howe,
finance; - Marguerite Jordan, city
clerk's office; D. Glenn Lemmou.
sessing; Nancy Plowar, Shari Stigle-
mas, finance,
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