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‘Sunday Night’ finds its musical niche

By Larry O'Connor
stntf writer

‘The st on “Sunday Night” doesn't
Include a rake or & garden hose. But
the splrit of u:c gamge jam sesslon
is certainly thy

Since ita dehnt 'In October on NBC,
the hour-long music show (scen at 1
a.m. on Channel 4) has found a niche
in terms of diversity, Tired of watch-
ing Billy Idol shadow box his way
through a video or llstening to an
artist endlessly plug their album on
a talk show? “Sunday Night * mlght
be the answer,

Musical acts —~ both establlshed
and new — are featured along with
archive fllm clips of great artlsts,
Also, there's a flrst-rate house band
that includes Marcus Miller and
Hiram Bullock on guitar, Omar Hak-
im on drums and Phlllppc Salsse on
keyboards.

l!nt onc of the most interesting
parts of the show is when musicians
from dlffering styles get together,
Past segments have included Paul
Simon producing Eddle Palmliert
Band and James Taylor performing
Latin American music with Milton
Nasclememw

ure possibllities are endless.

. Jools Holland of the Britlsh pop band
Squeeze and co-host of the show
thinks of the ultimate musleal pakr-

ings.

“T would llke to get Ray Charles
on with someone you wouldn't ex-
peet like, bmmmmm . . . Talking
Heads,” sald Holland, In a telephone

Interview from New York. “Now
that would be a good show."
EVEN HOLLAND ard fellow host,

Davld Sanborn, are from different
musical perspectives. Sanborn Is a
highly acclaimed saxophonist, work-
ing with the likes of David Bowle,
James Brown, The Eagles, Bruce
Springsteen and Roger Wnlorx of
Pink Floyd.

Hollaod s keyboardist with the of-
ten-praised British pop band,

uceze. The TV stage, though, is
quite different than the musical one.

“There's a lot of scx and viclence
on television,” he sald. “So, obvious-

Strange Bedfellows: It’s a}
‘marriage’ made in music

By Larry O’Connor

Iy, I'm getung my share of sex and
vlolence.

The zany English popster Is no
stranger to television. In fact, he
fronted a musle show, “The Tube,”
In Great Britain,

““The Tube" olfered quite an array
of muslcal acts. Then again, that
might be attributed to llnlland 's vast
tastes that include Jazz, boogle-woo-
gie, ska and funk.

Both Holland and Sanborn. have
beea lavolved In sc]m:Ung guests {or
“Sunday Night."The

Co-hosts of “Sunday ngm." which dcbutud ln
Oclober on NBC and is seen at 1 a.m. on WDIV-

vid Sanborn.

the people we've chosen to be on the
show in that they're all good at what
they do,” Holland sald. “We're not
Just going to have someone on just
because they have the sexiest bat-
tom at the moment.”

As musleinns, Holland and San-
born have an added lnsight to the
business. Holland said It can be an
advantage with guests,

BUT HE quickly adds that he's
careful things don’t becorae too tech-
nlml lor those of us who think a
you plug iato a

fairly basic — avold the cornmcrclnl
Mash-in-tbe-pans  and  stick  with
those who've had a profound impact
on contemparary music.

“There's a unlformed paltern in

sult of a split in anather band, Of All Things. Some

wnll nnd fret Is whut you do at tax
time.

The spontaneity of live music s
what Holland belleves will sell the
show in the long run. dy,

"7V, Channel 4, are Jools Holland (left) and Da-

lhgeres been plenty of that since Oc-

T,

"“When we had Squeeze on (Sunday

nlghl)‘ Hiram Bollack filled in at

ythm guitar,” he sald. “He put
some things into the music we hadn't
heard before. That lfted the whole
thing and made it excling.”

By taking a dliferent path, Hol-
land is expecting overnight success.
Though he does expect the “Sunday
Night" audience to grow steadily.

“I think people are underestimat-
ed,” he said. “People have more fn-
wlligcnce and a broader sense of

taste than they are glvn.-n credlt for.

.Hopefully, we're Iintroducing
them to peop]e they've never heard
of before.”

statf writer

To the naked eye, there might not be a sheet big
enough to cover Strange Bedfellows.

‘The makcup of the six-member band has more
potential for divislons than General Motors. First,
there §s the married couple of Jan and Jim Blas-
chak. Then there are the two guys and the four
wotmen,

But the real powder keg is trylng to pnlr two
lead singers, which Strange Bedfellows attempted
in the beginning. Experiments like that usually
end in an exchange of gunfire.

But animosity between singers Missy Gibson
and Beth Yabes? No way, right?

“[ think there was at first,” sald Gibson, whose
chnnnlng, yet powerful volce {ronts Strange Bed-
fellows. “I think we were threatened by oné an-
other. We weren't mean to each other or anythiog.
One day we all sat down and sorted it out.”

So, the plan is to have Glbson sing Jead. Yates
(nllawl with harmonles, fronting the band on &
couple of numbers. The rest of the group backs up
the vocals with some polished musicianship and
everyone will live happily ever after.

“It's a happy medlum,” sald Yu(u, 22, of Blr-
mingham.

EXCUSE US, Strange Bedlellows, While you're
at 1t, there's the Middie East confliet and the trou-
bles In Northern Ireland to solve.

Ironlcally, Strange Bedfellows was the end re-

REVIEWS

of those members went on to form Walk the Dog-
ma. Jan Blaschak (bass) and husband, Jim Blas-
chak, {gultar) put together their own group that
Includes Shawn Seannell (keyboards) and Syndi
Baver (drums) along with Gibson and Yates.

In a short amount of time, Strange Bedfellows
has been able to head off any potentlal rifts and
lald u:e foundatlon for some rather heady m\u.lz:

Strange Bedlellom Includes Jan

bson writes most of the songs and p
l.hem In a delicate manner, She Is a theater major
at Wayne State Unlvmhy. a tralned opera singer
and a self-professed poe

On stage, Gibaon cxudu a warmth without
beiog smarmy, a perkiness that doesn't lnduce
‘vomlting.

“I don { want to come on too strong,” sald Gib-
som, 21, a Blrmingham native. * want people to
ke xlne for what am. I'm a simple person. [ love
people.”

Love might be too strong, but one can easily
take to Strange Bedlellows. At a recent perform-
ance at the Hamtramek Pub, a five-week layoff
was apparent in terms of rustiness. Also, one
member was felled by a mlmlu beadache and
another wag suffering with b tls,

Stil), the band lhoue The sound I3 a sweet mix
of past and pmt.

"I grew up listening to the music of the 1980s
and 10703" Ynlu said, “I see our band having
roots in that, But I feet we're polished in & new
music sound.”

ass), im Blas-
chak (guitar), Sean Scanne) (key-
boards) and Syndi Bauer (drums)
along with singers Missy Gibson and
Beth Yates,

BAND MEMBERS are busily polishing up a gix-
song cassette that will be released within in the
next couple of months. The tape Is belng recorded
at Tempermill Studlos in lecula Placs include
to play live at least (wlce a month and concen-
trate on writing material

For Jim und Jan Blﬂschnch who live in South-
field, Strange Bedfellows is a dream come true.
Bath — they met while walting for a SEMTA bus
at Wayne State ~ had played In a number of cov-
er bands before Of All Things came aboot.

Differences In direction split that group (Jan
Blaschak said the break up was amicable), but she
lcdll Strange Bedfellows hu & better chance for
SUrvivi

*Belnj lnubnndhukebdnxmrﬂed 5=
way,” she said. *“You either make it or you don't.”
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o umycows ® ANTLFASHION
Hnly Cows will perform on Moo-  Aotl-Pashion will perform with

diy, Jan. 23, at The Blind Ple, 204 8
First SL, Ana Asbor, For more bforma-
tlon, call $98-8355.

©® MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
Misslon Impouible will perform oo
Monday, Jun 323, at Rlck’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor, For more taforma-
Uoa, call 996-2747.

® WIPERS

‘The Wipers will perform on Tuesday,

Jln. 24, ll Tba Bund Pig, 2008, HI‘IISL
Ang Arbor. Fer more Iaformatloe, call

298-8555.

@ BIG BOX O NINES
BIg Boz 0’ Nines will perform oo Tues-
day, Jan. 24, at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church,
Asn Arbor. For more nformation, call
9 96-2747.

[ ] RO"ANCE
Romance will perform on Wedoesday,
an. 25, at Jlu:n, S48l Elizabeth Lake
tlac. For more Information,
call umm

@ ROOM SERVICE

Room Service will perform on Wednes-
day through Sunday, Jan. 25-29, at Lhe
Studlo Lounge, Wayne Road, one block
south of Warren Road, Westland. For lo-
formation, call 729-2540.

L] CMIGEL BROS.

The Chisel Bros, wiil perform on
Wednesday, Jao. 25, at Rick’s Cafe, 611
Cburch, Ann Arbor, For more lnforma-
tion, call $96-2747.

® HER
Herrazz and Vibratory Swnd will per-
form an all-ages show on Wednesday,
Jm. 25, at The Blind Pig, 20! 5. Fis St
Ann Arbor. For more information, call
996-3555.

® FRANK ALLISON

Frank Allison and the 0dd Sox will per-*
form on Thursday, Jag, 26, at The Blind
Pig, 208 S. Firat 5t,, Ann Arbor. For more
information, cafl 998-8555,

® FLASH BAI:K

Flash Back will perform ca Thursday,
Jan. 28, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann’
e ~ For more Information, call 296

o KNAVEG
The Knaves will perform Fri
Saturday, Jn:. 2728, at Mh!q‘t. ma
Telegraph, pear Joy Road, Redlord
Townshlp. For information, call 531

@ REGULARBOYS

Regular Boys will perform on Friday
acd snum,. Jan. 2729, at Sully's, 4758
Greenlleld, orth of Michigan Aveau,
Dearborn. For more information, call
848-5377.

® ROBBROY
Robb Roy will perform with special
guests, New on ]-‘muy, Jan. 27, at

will perferm oa Friday,
Jaz 27, 2t L0 21, :uo:a-—vb off Joa.
Campay, Hamtramek. For more infor-
matlon, call 875-6555.

® HOLDEN CANFIELD
Holden Canfield will perform o8 Fri-
y and Satorday, Jan. 37-28, at Griff’s
Gru!. 49 N, Saginaw, Pontisc. For more
information, call 334-5292.

@ HEARTBEAT

Heartbeat will otm oo Friday
Smrdly. Ju. 27-28, at Jamesoa's, uu

N, Maln, Royal Gak. F¢

‘ar mare loforma-
ﬂm. call $47-8470.

COLLEGE

Here are (% Top-10 songy recedving ale-
play oo WORB-FM 90.3, campes station
at Qakland Commumity College in Farm-
ingten Hills,

1. “Head Bunter,” Froat 242
2. “Sliver Rocket,” Sonic Yoath.
3.“Stand" REM,

4.

5.“3548” 0nnm

6. “Just Like Arcadia,” Prychle TV.

7. “Move Right,” Rollins Baad.

8. “New Blg Prinz,” The Pail.

9. “Tlands Off," Red Lorry, Yellow Loery.
10.‘Tm Alv,” Ofra Hazs.

zpecinl guests, Static Alphabet, on Frie
day, Jaa. 27, at Paycheck’s, 2922 Cantff,
Hamtramck. Information, call 672-
3934,

[ BECONO BELF
Second

) perform
Jan. 27, at Tbc Blind Plg, 208 5 th SL
Ana Arbor. For more information, call
W&G $55.

® HOME WRECKERS

The Home Wnclan, formerly Loved
by Milllons, wiil perform on l"ﬁuy, Jnn.
27, at mck' Cafe, 611 Charch, Aon
bor. For more Information, call I”rl'l"

L] OR
Junk Monkeys, Boot Frank
son& 044 Soz, 3-D Invis
bles, Sleep, Volebeats, Viv Akauldren,
e 3 Bloe Hearts

iew '89 on Saturday, Jan. 23,
at Salnt Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detrolt. The show starts at 8:15 p.r. For
more Informatlon, call 961-6358.

® BLUES FEBTIVAL

‘The Progressive Blues Band, Tbe But-
ler Twins, The Alllgators, Zoon and The
Paybacks along with Littla Junior Canoa-
dy will all perform from 8 p.m. to 2 am.
Saturday, Jan. 28, al the Alvin's Winter
Blues Festival. Advaoce tickets are
avaflable at Ticketmaster outlets. Alvin's
1s at 5756 Cass, Detrolt. For laformation, -
call 832-2355.

® THE FEW

‘The Few will perform on Saturday,
Jan. 23, at tbe Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Canlif, off 1-75. For more information,
call 383-9780.

L KIH.EN MONSTEAR
Monster

will perform
day. Jan. 28, at Lill's 31, 2930 Jlu?b. off
Jos. Catupas, Halreunk, For more in
formation, call 875-6555.

® BLUE FRONT PURSUADERS

The Blue Front Pursuaders will per-
form oo Satorday, JarL 28, at The Bllad
Plg, 2088 First S, 'Ann Arbor. For more
lnformation, call $96-8553.

® JEANNE & THE DREAMS

Jeanne & The Dreams will perform oa
Satarday, Jan. 28, at Rick's cue, 611
Ch Arbor. For more (nforma-
tlo, call $96-2747,

® COWBOY JUNKIES
The Cowboy Juskies will perform on
’hladly. Jan 11, at The Bll-ndﬂ(. “l 54
Ann Arbor, For more (af
um. uu ssusss

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 sougs receiving aire
play on WDTR-FM's (90.9) *Detroit M-
sic Scene,” which is heard 4-5 p.m. Son-
days {repeated 5:30-6:30 pm. oo Toes-
days).

1. "Checking Out,” Reputations,
2. At HIIL,™ Colarfel Trauma,
8. “Awaken at Twilight,” It's Ralning.
4. “Boomerrang.” Empty Set.
5. “Raised Up,” 22 Cave Gode.
6. “Let Me Out,” Mare Ladenas.
7. “Street Lines,” Orieats] Spax.
8. “Pm Sick of You,” Cody Jarrett,
9. “Flring Line,” Bobby East,
10. “Flist in Line (live),” Rotantics.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 soags recelving atr
play oo WCXI-AM.

| "Songof the South,” Alsbama.

: *“That O1d Wheel,” Jokaay Cash.

4. “Let’s Get Started, It We're Gonna

Break My Heart,” Statier Brochers. ¢

5. “Change of Heart,” The Jedds. 2

6. “Chialod Lo Stooe,” Vera Gosdin. N

7. “Deeper Than A Holler* Rapdy’

Travis. -

8.“1Sang Dixle,” Dwight Yoakam. !

$. ‘Dot Wasta It on the Blnes,” Gese '

Watson.

10. “If You Aln't Lovin' (You Aln't Liv- s
;" George Stratt.

1

TRINITY
SESSIONS

Cowboy Junkies

%nnk me by surprise. Such an
ooking album covet mask-
ing a powerhouse of emotion. This is

NEW YORK
— Lou Reed

The Reagan Revolution Ls sald tn
have left debt, homelessness and a
wider gap between the rich and the

the second LP from the Cowboy
Junkies, a Canadan band, Thelr first
consisted malnly of cover verslons of
other people’s songs, 50 this LP gives
the first taste of their original work,

PoRlbo it has left Lou Reed quite

evident on the '

That is certaloly
former leader of the Velvet Under- three years and bardly ranks as a
ground’s latest offering, “New York" | e grand ical
{Sire). Reed leaves no 19808’ stone times.
ing alr of sadoess with which the unturned, addressing topics such a3 Mr. Waldhelm.” “Uf I ran for Prest-  Perhaps the Femmes are a classic
song 18 dellvered, I belleve ber! AIDS, toxic waste, extinction of dent and once was a member of the example of how the
This sa s the predominant .mg,\nemm vets and Kurt Wal- mxnlwmdntmuﬂmonllm in music can make out-dated
mood of the entire LP. It's perfect way I call you on Farrakban.” very quick. The Violent Femmes, for
gl g ook ok o i itre S e i 19800 e s O e ont  inary b 1ke & very or
wrap yoursell up -pity, and tty one, but It's 'z one
l.u't’nm( 8 comer with your favarite &.'5"3.‘151., in vagae muu looking Into th: anv—am' The blpesy ﬂh‘jmugnt.lbewmgmmbm
bottlo of whiskey. about current times, but can D]
On a alightly technical note, It's qﬂumaupmma'uuzm reflects an artist who, if snything, Is  stodio, Overdubs didnt take place
worth mentioning that this album canwum up the uncertain aboot lies ahead. poc did & lot of session accompant.
as recorded In a church using oaly Aside from the the ment, The idea was to come a3 cloge
wemlmpmmupuumu A.lhoulbum musiclanship of Mr. Reed is excel- (o their live sound as possible with-
mnarnblobeumouhaﬂuw more wound up, He doesn't take  lent, His down-and-dirty gultar style out putting out a live album. Spoo-
ity of the sound and ajabats y-grabbing politl nnhnnlnpthmvlthﬂdlhﬁlch— taineity is at the forefront of the VF
buutﬂulbthmzr“bedimb and racist preachers, be alays them.  ardsat times. sound,
struments backing vocals and, Friend of the liberal, the Rev. Jessle 'l'hemlnlmﬂlsuwuchulud In the beginning, the Femmes soc-
of course, basy. Jackson, even takes some heat along  {s stark and yet 30 powerfol. ceed. A certaln crispness exists when
: —Cormae Wright with the Pontlff on “Good Evening —larryO'Connor Gano begins to ging the opening

3
—Vlole['\t Femmes

The Violent Femmes use & wash
tub and a couple of acoustic guitars
1o relay thelr musical message.
What is there in the end s, well, &
‘wash tob and two

o
3" (Slash/Warner)
Milwaukee trio’s first LP In




