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‘The Comedy Store of Hollywood.

Class of '74.
* People would probably pay good
money to sec the 15-year reunfon of
all the comlcs who grabbed thelfr
first imelight back then.

David Letterman could be the host
of such an event, or he could share
‘the chores with Jay Leno, who went
on to some late night bosting chores
.of hisown.

Marsha Warfield, better known as
Rox from NBC's “Night Court)
would be there. So would Robla Wil-
ifams, probably the best Improvisa-
tlonal comlc In the business today,

And certainly not lost in the shuf-
fle would be Shirley Hemphill. Her
work at The Comedy Store that year
would be noticed by producer Nor-
man Lear and his partner Bud Yor-
kin, which led to her role as Shirley
the waitress in the Inte '70s sit-com,
“What's Happening."

. She remembers those early days
at The Comedy Store quite well,

“We were all struggling at the
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time. Freddle Prinz (the late co-star
or “Chleo and the Man™) and Davld

mi!

Brenner were getting all the prime,

time back then,” she sald. “Wo were
all after the blg stars — just before
the placed closed.

“When 1 started there, Jay Leno
was at 1 a.m. David Letterman was
behind Wm. I was behind him. Mar-
sha (Warfleld) was in there, And Ro-
bin Williams was always the last one
~— because he'd-go on forever, No-
body nould get behind Robin, or ch
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and moved ber In the direclon of

The Comedy Store.

“I fust sat there for a couple of
weeks," she sald. “My money started
running low. I found out If you went
there on a certain night and made a
fool of yourself, you could get in
free. The manager sald that if I did
well, he'd give me a slot.””

She dld well and jolned the list of
future comedy superstars on the
roster. A couple of years later, &
ulevulon opportunity knocked, but
almost dlda't answer,
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HEMPHILL FIRST made the trek
to Hollywood from her hometown of
Asheville, N.C, at the Insistence of
Flip Wilson, who was still riding high
with a successful television show.

“I sent him some jokes on a tape,”
she recalled, “and they werc the
worst! He playn them back whenever
Igeta big head.”

Once in Hollywood, Hemphill
picked up some odd jobs to support
berself. Sho had worked as a medical
receptlonist in North Carollna.
Eventually, Wilson intervened again

COMEDY CLUBS

“I'd just come off and there was a
man backstage asking me if I want-
ed to do television,” she sald. “A
The Comedy Store then, it scemed
lke cverybody had a card, was a
producer and was doing a pilot. So I
told him I wasn't interested.

“Later that nlgh(, Jlmmy Walker
(then starring in ood Times")
asked why I was telllng Norman
Lear 1 wasn't interested. I didn't
even know who he was.”

Hemphill went back to Lear and
rectlfled the sltuation enough to get
ascreen test.
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“I'D NEVER seen a script before,
hut I led because I wanted to get
in"

She wasn't originally chosen for
the role of Shirley, the waitresy at
the ncighborhndd hangout of maln
characters Raj and Rerun of “What's
Happenlng.” An illness in the cast
forced a reshuffiing of female roles
and, in Hemphill's wnrds, “they pan-
icked and called me.”

*They asked if I could start Mon-
day and who my agent was. Agent? I
didn't have an agent! So I went to the
phone book and called the first
npame.”

“What's Happening” weat on w a
very successful three-sezson run
ABC, pegged nicely on Fﬂdly nl;hu
behind “‘Welcome Back, Kotter.!”
Syndication followed for the show,
and jts unusual popularity led to a
reunlon of the cast for three more
stasons in first-run syndication un-
der the title “Whai’s Hap|
Now" during the mid-'80s. Bckween
stints on “What's H
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“I use my observatfons of my fam-
ily and relationships. Growing up,
when a2l the Hitle girls wers out
chasing bovs, 3 was watening TV.
Now that I'm an old lady, I'm saying
‘where’d those Httle boys go?* "

HEMPHILL THINES that aodl-
ences in the country’s wmedy clubs
are much more sop than
they used to be, nurlhluna it to the
huge upsurge in the number of clobs*
and the Influx of comedy program-
ming on cable television.

“It's pot as easy now, and there’s
80 much competition,” she said. “Re-
gardless of who you are, if you areq't
any good after 10 minutes, they want
you off, That's why you bave to work
bard and pot take anything for

ted.”
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When asked what Insplres ber,

Shlﬂay l-!nmphm belong lo
the noteworthy class of 1574
of The Comedy Store. Her fel-
iow graduates include Robln
Willlams, Jay Leno and David
Letterman. -

o get oa television again in the fu-
ture. However, In the inlerim, abe’s

corrected
berself: "Adnal.ly, 1 Just Jove doing

back out practicing ber first love —  comedy.”
stand-up comedy, .
Ou stege, she kecps It simple, with Shiriey Hemphﬂl will appear at

Chaplin's Comedy Club, 34244
Groesbeck Hwy., Fraser, Wednes-
day through Saturday. Showtimes

a stralght-forward observational
brand of bumor that bas endeared
berto coun

starred in the nbnrt lved sit-com,
“One in a Milllon.'
Hemphill, now 41, sald abe'd like

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send us the information:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia 48159.

@ BEA'S KITCHEN

Darwin Hlnes, Jeff Brennan ‘and
Downtown Tony Brown will appear
Friday and Saturday, Jan, 27-28, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detroit. Showtimes are at 8:30 p.m.
10:45 p.m. For reservatlons, call 961+
2581.

25-28, at Cbaplln‘l Comedy Club,
34244 Groesbeck, Frazer. For infor-
mation, call 792-1902.
® GALLAGHER

Gallagher will appear at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 25, through Mon-
day, Jan, 30, at the Fox Theatre In
Detrolt. Tickets are $17.50 and
:15.50, For informatlon, call 567-
000.

® COMEDY SPORTZ

Comedy Sportz at the Heldelburg
will bave improvisational comedy at
8:30 p.m. and 11 pm. Friday and
Saturday. The club is at 8:30 pm.
and 11 pm. For reservations, call
995-8888,

® CHAPLIN'S ® JOEY'S
Shirley Hemphlll wlll ant'm‘ on  Tom Anzalone will appear
y through y, Jan. W through Jan.
DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
—
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25-28, at Joey's Comedy Club, 38071
Plymouth Road, Livonia. Showtimes
are 8 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday
and 8 and 10:30 p.m. l-‘riﬂay and Sat-
urday. No smoking night Is Thursday
(nlso at 8 p.m. Friday).

Limited availability.
Not valid for groups.

© SAMKINISON

Sam Kinlson will perform at 8
p-m. Friday, Feb. 17, at the Fox The-
atre in Detroit. Tickets are $20. For
information, call 567-8000.

GREAT RATES
Overnlght accommeodations

for two adults and up to three
children in a deluxe guest room

Swimming Shopping
Jacuzzi Greal Food
Recreation Entertainment
Maovies

Other packages available.,
Call 464-1300 for reservations
and more information.
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LIVONIA-WEST

ile, Livonia, Mi

are 8:30 p.m., with an itional
10:3¢0 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
For reservations, coll 792-1902.

across the
“1t looks like I'm out of control on
stage,” she sald, “but 1 know what
¥'m doing.

GREA’I‘ LOBSTER 8
STEAK MEAL DEAL

Offer good during regular bualness hours through Feb, §, mv ‘l‘u. tp, and
other items nol mentioned h:m excluded. Coupon must be presented when
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ordering and Is good for you and your guest. It may not be used in conjunction
with auzer lped.ll offers and Is not redeemable for cash,
the finest in...
LUNCHEONS « DIN NERS COCKTA!LS
We cater 1o ol parties &
ALET PARRING H
lﬁ%!o W. 7 MILE, CORNER OF TELEGRAPH  531.5000 H

Iravel
Planner

CALIFORNI.

SAN FRANCISCO

« Hotel Accommodations

¥.Entrance Fees
v Fully Escorted

BUELLTON/SOLVANG - Conm, om Pav Pouon
UVE T.V. TAPING (Season:
[OSANGELES oﬁ’fﬁfé‘/’f
HOLLYWOOD

GOLDEN COAST TOUR

Deparis Tuesdays from most major U.S. Aimo

8 Nights/9Days

$580

Deparis:
fudes: JasSOLD OUT80

;d Acl? Tlnmfnspodmlon onscheduled Februcry 14, 1989

aliings with in-flight meals MSOLD QUT89
¥ To-Your-Room boggoge Aprl 11 1989

hondiing
# Hotel/Alrport transfers

(In Callfomia)

v Sightseeing & Spacial Events

Sponsored by
THE

®bgerber & Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

In cooperation with

YOUIR 11 TOURS, 4

Due to Imited space on these tours, your
fully refundable $100 deposit must be made
early. Reservations can be confimed with
deposits only on a first recelved basls,

HAWAII KING TOUR

Depars Tuesdays
WAIKIKI
KONA & HILO
MAU!
KAUAY
Price Includes:
SAY Tlmspor?ctbn-fou;d P via scheduled
Jot altine with n-fight moal service.
Departs: #Hotol Accommodations based on
Twin/Doubie bedrooms In fine resort hotols
April 18, 1989 vSightseoing and special events as Isted,
April 25, 1989 Enfronce Fees and Transfors Inchuded

baggage per poron
fo be contained in a single suitcase, Extra
sultcases may bo taken but wit be changed
by the escoit at S15each. A fight bog may
be comed free of charge,
vPersonal Transfars-Apoit to hotel round tip
vTips for boggoge handing are included
#Gratulties to drivers ond escorls are pot
includod bt laft to the discretion of the

. Individuat tour momber.

HAWAII QUEEN TOUR=———s

O TOORS

24824 Michigan Ave.
Dearbom MI 48126
(313) 278-4102

PLEASE SEND ME AT NO OBUGATION ATOUR BR’OCHURé
EXPLAINING ALL THE DETAILS AND APPLICATIONS FOR THE
FOLLOWING TOURS:

Q Golden Coast Tour’
Q Hawall King Tour
Q Hawaill Queen Tour

CRY - e

St e e ———

Z!p.._~______

Phone_—

15 Days 4 ldands

WAIKIKI
KONA & HILO
MAU!
KAUA}

Departs:

April 25
May 2

Pucoh:lnea

Al Transporiation round trip via schediulod Jet o Ine
vAIh hmd:tmedlervlcemhier-&u'ld fights,
JHotel

based on h
bedrooms in e resort hotels

/Sighhseing and special events as listed. Al Entrance

Feas ond Tronsters Inciudod.

. Exira sutcases may be
. MMMWWMW&SISM Afight
bwmavbowﬂodmo f charge. -
mbmmw\dm
are Included.

/Grohifies to drivers and escorts are dot Included but
loft to the discration of the IndMual tour member.




