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| MEAP scores stir shock waves

; Continued from Page 3

- ACT (American Colicge ‘fest) re-
quirnd for admission in movt col-
Toges.
But MEAF did more than provide
a statistical handle on a complex
problem. MEAP tests — especlally
. lhe relatively low sclence scores —
- sent shock waves tbmn;hout much
© of the educational community.

_ IF THE 1988 MEAP science test
" bad ‘been an earthquake, it would
. have measured about 8.0 on the

Richter scale — not potent enough to

cause serious damage generally, but

strong enough to shake things vp.
“The REAP teats got people up in
arms,” sald M. Cherie Cornick, con-
sultant to the Michigan Department
+ of Education. “Before the tests came

for the Troy School District, for ex-
ample, noted that many schools have
switched to 2 “hards-un’’ euphasis
on sclence, whﬂu MEAD tests etiil
measure information learned by
rote, or lrom lectuns or books.
“MEAP d 't really measure
what ynunpten learn with the
‘hands-on’ epproach to sclence,” sald
Barbara A. elsen, who also
teaches biology in the Troy district.
“T do not consider the MEAP tests to
be a valid measure of what students
know.”
Criticlsm similar to Berthelsen's
has been expressed ln many parts of
the state at different Ievels of thaed-

teachers and adminlstrators ques-
tion the validity of MEAP tests,
One administrator gald MEAP

marching band. But when the test re-
sults came out, they started
. about science and math.”
" Not everybody bad that reaction,
- of course. Some educators com-
P the test was inappropriate
T and didn't accurately measure what
students know in sclence.
The director of sclence curriculum

may have

to low sclence scores by not empba-
sizing that disclpline years ago,
rather than within the Inst five years
or 80.

OTING THAT EARLY MEAP
nmlleom omilted sclence, Don
Griffin, consultant to the Wayne
County Intermediate District, sald
perhaps state offfcials seat the

science: ai

G\
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wrong message by Initially testing
lor math and mdlng, but not scl-

Grmin was referring to the fact
t MEAP tested for math and
readln skills for more than 15 years
beloze 1986, when offlcials first tried
{o measure sclence proficiency on an
all-pupil
Last fall was only the sccond time
that MEAP tests tried to aasess scl-
ence proficlency on an all-pupll ba-

By neglecting to test for sclence,

MEAP was saylng science was not

portant as math and reading,

uld Grﬂ(l.n. “They relegated scleace

and the teaching of sclence to the
back burner,” he sald.

Not everybody agrees with Grif-
{in's assessment. But they generally
agree MEAP tests are a flawed ruler
by which to measure science knowl-

tdxe or proflciency.

'Most educators recvgnlu that
MEAP (2sl8 are ool periect,” sald
David C, Housel, one of two sclence
consultants to Oakland schools,
“Many cducators regard MEAP
tests as a thorn in the slde. But
they're a thorn people must live
with, They're a thorn Lat raises pub-
lic awareness.”

MEAP offlclals are aware of the
criticism, but defend the tests while
acknowledging they must be refined
and updated from time to time,

“We know the tests are not per-
fect,” said Geraldine J. Coleman,
state MEAP coordinator. “But we
are making them better. We review
them and make adjustments, but it
takes time to make changes, usually
three to flve years.”

Faults or no faults, MEAP tests
are still a vital part of evnlunung
school programs, Coleman sal

Flawed or not, MEAP tests lh-’lke
teachers and parents out of any apa-
thy, she sald. They prompt parents
to clamer for more and better scl-

ence.
“And we nll know the squenky
wheel gets the grease,” d.
“And what gets tested gets lmlﬂ:t"'

More females studying science

* Two years ago, Farmington Public Schools and
& local clvic group started a program to interest
female students In the sclences.

Women engineers, technicians and even a rep-

* resentative from the National Aeronautic Space
Adminstration gathered to show the sixth and
ninth graders tha exciting side of science — and
‘what it could do for thelr future.

. “There's a real lssue here, and that’s modeling,
1t's very, very important that we give out good
meszages,” sald Judith White, an assistant super-
intendent for Farmington schools, “The more we

- do, the more we encourage that.”

The workshop, lponsured by the district’s DEL-

* TA ‘Department and the local chapter of the

of U Women each

spring, is designed to Interest these students be-

forv.- they make cholces In thelr high achool ached-
ule,

As the person in charge of the district's curricu-

. lum, White Ly encouraging other new ideas In scl- .

well.

’l‘he district is carefully watching a scilence
room started this year at tho Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus, a pilot elementary program. The
school board has gone on record favoring science
rooms for all elementaries, but 5o far there hasn't
been room. Sclence curriculum In the district is
under revialon now,

STATISTICS SHOW that, traditionally, not as
many girls take the high school sciences as boys.
But teachers In the Farmington-area high schools
s¢e a changing trend,

Rich Jahn, who teaches freshmen sclence at
Harrison ngh School using computers, believes
his methods help break the science gap, Many stu-
dents come in a bit computer-shy, especlally the
girls, he sald. But after working with fellow class-

mates In teams, everyone relaxes to learning.

At North Farmington, the only class with more
boys than girls is electronics, according to teacher
Bob Winters, “The girls have plcked up — 1 sce

it's about equal now," he added.

At Farmington High School, teacher Bob Neu-
hauser sajd the school s developing a “more di-
verse student population,” which is spllling over
into all classes, including science, That also goes
for the male/female spllt.

“We've always had quite a few of the women
going through the cclence program,” he safd. “A
Iot of students get the fecllng that math isn't for
them. That's not a male and female thing.”

Roy Lewls, a teacher at Harrison, sald although
science classes have “gotten more sophisticated
in what we present,” it basn’t deterred students —
male or female — from earolling. He sees a lower
female enrollment In some classes, lke physles,
but “in some classes, I have more glrls,” he add-

ed,

The bottom line Is how the courses are market-
ed for everyone. “There's all kinds of things —
like seminars belng offered. All of that is being
promoted regardless of sex,” Lewls added,

State tests accepted as yardstick

Conlinued from Page 1

scores are avallable for com;

from 1986 to 1987 and 1988 to 1989,

In comparison to mathematics and
reading, which have been tested for

years, sclence is down on the list for
Farmlunm and most other districts.

THIS YEAR for cxample, only 33

percent of Farmington Public
Schools 10th graders achleved 75
percent or better on the tests. In

comparison, the sophomores scored
82.5 and 89 percent in mathematics
and reading,- respectively. Fourth
and seventh graders fared better in

teience, bt no better than 57 parcent,

tugn schook teucers explaln thet

while the tests are given at the be-
gloning of the 10th grade, many of
the skill objectives on the MEAP test
area’t uughl to atudents until later
high school years,

“They're at a disadvantage testing
them oo something they havea't had
yet,” sald Roy Lewls, sclence teach-
er and department head at Harrison

High Sehool.

Farmington High sclence teacher
and department head Bob Neuhauser
gald using the 1986-87 test figures as
a comparison s not fafr, or reallstic,
“The first one was a fiasco,” he ex-
plained. “It was totally uscless. The
anly part which can be eval-ated
would be ninth grade science.” .

i | Frunk

Flanders

This year, Flanders Elementary
PTA hosted the school’s annual pot
luck dinner with a new twist: a
“Lucky Lotto Drawing.”

More than 70 familles enfoyed
an extravaganza of homemade
foods Jan. 10, followed by the
drawing, which packed the room as
mare than 300 awaited the luck of
the draw.

. Priocipal Frank Delewsky
emceed the event in gala attire;

y (right) and Phyllis Surma,
PTA member, congratulate Courlney Blachford, one of the
“lucky lotto" winness.

benefit

adds Lotto touch

area merchants donated gilts or
gift certificates for the drawing.
Forty-three glit packages in all, In-
cluding an autographed Red Wings
hockey stlck, a getaway weekend
at an area hotel and roundtrip alr-
fare to Chlcago, were handed out.

Appeallog to the children la the
crowd were packages of books, vi-
deos, dlnosaurs, sclence litems,
games and toys.
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Contemporary Womon's Fashlons
Always 20% - 60% Below Retall

Giant Spring
Progressive Sale
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Shop our Speclal Bargaln Racks

HUNTERS SQUARE

14 Mio Ga Orchird Loko food
Formington Hils,

355-4464

Buy 1 item at our regular
low discount price. Get
the following DISCOUNT
on merchandise of equal
or lowsr value.

« 2nd ltem Gt 10% OFF

« 3rd fom at 15% OFF

« 4th Hem at 20% OFF

« 5th Item at 25% OFF

« 6th thom & more 30% OFF
All Sales Finol

Prior Sales Excluded

When is the Best Time
to look for a Physician?

(see answer below)

No matter how healthy you are,
anyone can fall victim to an unexpact-
f od accldent or sudden lliness. When
that happens, [t's nice to have a per-
sonal physiclan you can turn to. Some-
one who knows your medical history
and. can promptly respond to your
medical needs.

Finding the right physician isn't easy.
That's why St. Mary Hospital estab-
~lished a no cost, no obligation, physl-
clan referral service. Our representa-
tives can -help You find the right
-1 physiclan s eclal t near your home
¢ or work, who has convenient offlce
hours and accepts your Insurance
k. plan. If you desire, you can even be
connected to the physician's office
fbr an appolniment. Best of all, the physiclan Is affillated with St. Mary Hospital of
Livonla. St. Mary has been provldlng quallty care to area residenls for over a
qunner—of-a-cenlury. X

So, before you lock for a physlclan Inthe yellow pages, or complle a confusing lIst of
names and telephone numbers from friends, call

ﬁ : ST. MARY HOSPITAL

: PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE

: . 464-WELL

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. At other times you may leave a message

and the representative wlil call you back the nexi business day. Remember, the best
ﬂme 1o ook for a physician is before you need onel

P

- ‘HAMSNY
St. Mary Hospi ol (13No @33N nOA 340438 )
36475 W. FIVEMILE
LIVONIA, MICHICAN“IH e

464-4800

8T. MARY HEALTH 8T. MARY HEALTH l'l'. MARY HEALTH
CARE CENTER - CARE CENTER -  CARE CENTER -
FORD LIVORIA NO|
oo . o) Msdeben Al " 400 W,y e At
37-330 =T 471070

If you're not ready for
a nursing home,

SAY YES TO OUR UNIQUE
SUPERVISED RESIDENTIAL
CARE COMMUNITY

Here you can live as independently as you like, yet
know that a 24-haur professional staff is ready
to lend assistance and administer your medication.

Don't worry about housekeeping and

' laundry; we'll take care of all that.
Enjoy a comfortable room and dellclously
prepared food. Go on shopping trips

and excursions, Take part in daily
activities. But always live a life of your-
choosing. For a tour and brochure, call...

The Farmington Hills Inn,

30350 W. Twelve Mile Road,
Farmington Hills, MI 48018 - (313) 851-9640




