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ELPING hand.

) ‘The Salvation
Army Corps of
Farmington Hills

brought in a record amount

through its holiday kettle fund.
|, raising campalgn.

oS This year's take was $70,131,

more than $10,000 above the

corps’ goal, sald Lt. Jonathan

Rlch, corps officer.

“The people of this area
never let you down. They
respond when there I3 a need,"
Rlch said.

The Fnrmlnzlon HIlls corps
serves Farmingt
Farmington Hllls South[leld
Novi and Livonla.

HONORED citizen.

Detrolt phllanthroplst and
financier Max Fisher, a
Farmington Hills resldent, was
among 30 Amerlcans who
recelved Presidentlal Cltizens
Medals Jan. 18 during a private
ceremony at the White House
wlth President Reagan.

Fisher, 80, has long beena
fund-raiser for the Repubilcan
Party. The medals represent
“outstanding service to their
country and fellow citlzens.”

Quote of the week

There was nothing Indlca-
ive of persons being set
up for an assassination at.
tempt . . . — no evidence, no
informatlon, no weapons, fust

nothing. ,

-~ Farmington Hills police
-Chlef William Dwyer, in llght of
‘public concern about the selzure
-of tracking and transmission
-equipment (see story this page).

what’s inside

RANDY BORS T/

T photographar

Challenging the pros

d againet at East Middle School last Thursday
as part ot a Pro Challnngn. Abave, the East tug of war team included, front from loft, David
Gloetzner and Sean Smith, and, back Irom Iaﬂ, Hobbla Rothenberg and Jelt Cislo — all
elghth g hed anti-drug For the story,
please see Page 3A,
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Twenty-Five Cents

Surveillance
gear seized;
FBI called in

By Bob Sklar
staff writer

lived In dlfferent parts of the world,
Israel, but now llved in

Potlce sald it had all the earmarks
of a drug deal. A TV report prompt-
ed concern about a possible consplr-
acy to kill.

But after four days of survelllance
at two Farmington Hikls hotels over
the New Year's heliday, police
seized sophisticated tracking and
transmission equipment — not
drugs, money or weapons.

The FBI Is probing the back-
grounds of the three men linked by
palice to the $15,000 worth of equip-
ment, But no one has been charged
wllh a crime.

“Two of the men spoke very little
English," sald Sgt. Charles Nebus,
Farming(on Hills Police Depart-
ment Detective Sectlon supervisor,
“All they would say was that they
were from Isracl.

“The third man mentloned he had

Planner

Californla.”

On Moenday, Farmington Hllls Po-
lice Chief Witltam Dwyer got two
calls from Detrolt-area residents
who heard about the Incident on a
televislon news report and were con-
cerned they possibly were targets of
an assassination consplracy,

Dwyer wouldn't identity the
callers’ cultural tles. But he assured
them “we dldn’t feel these people
were involved In any sort of plot to
assassinate anyone.”

“There was nothing Indicatlve of
persons belng set up for an assassl.
natlon attempt, nothing to lead us to
belleve the men were involved in a
plot to kill anyone — no evidence, ho
lnlormnllnn. no weapans, {ust noth-
Ing!

But “there’s no question in our

Pleaso turn to Pago 4

won’t

seek new term

By Joanne Mallszewskt
statf writer

A Farmington Hills planning com-
missloner cleared of any conlllct of
interest In a rezoning matter late
last year Is not secking reappoint-
ment, nor will he be reappolnted, to
a second three-year term.,

“I have written a letter asking not
to be reappointed,” said Vincent Val-
vana, whose term explres Feb, 1,

Valvona dld not attend the plan-
nlng commission meeting Jan. 18
nor does he plan to attend the study
session Jan. 26. He said he did not
wlsh to elaborate.

A November city auomeyucpon
conflrmed Valvona's

he voted on rezoning issues for the
new Carrington Place Apartmenis
for Senlars, in which he loter he.
came a financial partner. The apart-
ments are on the nertheast corner of
Drake and Freedom.

Despite his declslon not to seek
reappointment to the planning com-
mlsslon, Valvona will remain on the
city's bullding authority, to which he
was originally appolnted in Febru-
ary 1985.

Mayor Terry Sever denled he re-
moved Valvona from the plannlng
“I had a
with Vince and we had a dlcussion
about the clty, what was best for the
city, the things I wanted to do and

was not a conflict of interest when

Pteass turn to Page 4

U.S. grant plan to upgrade Hills housing

By Joannse Maliszewaki federal Department of Houslng and Urban De-

ments (§100,000) and

($42,000),

loans to improve their houses,

slatf writer

velopment, Is among the Lssues to be discussed

For the first time In its history, the Farm-
ington Hills federal Community Development
Block Grant program will rehabilitate rental

ata public hearing on CDBG money
at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, at clty hall,
31555 11 Mile,

In mmo the clty expects to recelve an

housing In low- and nelgh.
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“"We haven't designed the program yet. But
we would have to look at, does the house have
violations? We'll ook not at the income of the
owner but of the renter. So we would be able to
berefit low- and moderate-Income who are
renters,” sald Richard Lampl, community de-
velopment coordinator.

The new rental program, required by the

d $309,000 (rnm HUD, a 4 percent in-
crease from last y

In addltion to the 8!09 000 from HUD, the
city expects at least $30,000 In repayment of
loans to homeowners through the housing re-
habllltation program, for a block grant total of
$339,000,

The total is distributed between the housing
rehabilitation program ($197,000, including

THE HOUSING rehabilitation program to-
tal includes $20,000 for the nesw rental housing
program. Though he Is still planning the pro-
gram, Lampi said the renter’s Income Infor-
matlon will be requlred as well as an agree-
ment with the landlord that rent will not be
increased when repairs are made.

“This will broaden our program a llttle bit
more, There's a lot of unknowns out there. But
this is going to upgrade the housing stock in
Farmington Hills,” Lampl said.

Under the housing rehabilitation program,
eliglble low- and moderate-income homeown-
ers may recclve grants, deferred loans and

Bond vote
in Tuesday’

8y Joanne Msliszewsk|
atatf writer

the $30,000 loan repayment); capital improve-

is elementary
s school ballot

. BUY A PIECE
.OF THE BLOCK.

* If you're looking for a

‘place of your own, the
place to begin is In

Farmlngton Public Schools vaters will be asked a sec-
ond time Tuesday, Jan, 31, for money to bulld an ele.
mentary school on the district's fast-growing west side.

In a special electlon, voters will be asked to approve
a $7.3 million bond Lssue to build a 600-student elemen-
tary school, develop and improve the school alte and
equlp the school's playground.

Next week's bond proposal Is the dlstrict’s second ef-
fort to design, bulld and open a school, on 11 Mile cast of
Halsted, by fall 1990,

vater ballot requests at the Schulman Administrative
Ccnter, 32500 Shiawassee, Farmington.
of Tuesday, the dlstrict had received more than

250 absentee voter ballot requests. The staff was stll}
countlng.

"Thls i just far and above what we've ever had,” said
Pamela O'Malley, district representative. “We don't
know what this means.”

SCHOOL OFFICIALS have cited the need for a new
schoo) because of increased enrvollment nl the early cle-
mentary lavel, g at sever
schools, lack of an elementary school on lh: dl:trlcu

From June to November 1888, 11 housing

rojects were completed at a cost of approxl-
mately $74,000, Seventeen other housing pro)-
ects are In various stages of completion, at a
cost of approximately $126,000, Lamp! sald.

The clty will also use 30 percent or $100,000
of the CDBG money for capital improvements
in low- and moderate-income areas. Potentlal
projects for 198990 include paving and drain-
age on Robinson and Parker; paving and drain.
age in Regal Orchards; drainage on Randall;
and storm system work on Grayling.

‘The suggested projects are expected to have
more definite cost estimates and possible pri-
ority listing by the scheduled publle hearing.
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Last September, voters rejected a $27.35 millionbond  west alde and long bus rides from weat to e: - 25000 Hddm
mwer & h&ﬂtﬁ! Issue for a west sido elementary school and early child- Because of retiring bonds, approval would not raiss “ofe
g hood center and for salety Improvements [n each of the  the district's debt retirement levy beyond the current POR
classi f|ed district's school bulldings. 1.3 mills. With approval, the tota) debt retirement cost -
, 10 a taxpayer whose home i3 valued at $150,000 would Al
POLLS WILL be open from 7 a,m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday.  be no more than $90 annually. 5 OO
Mon & Thursdcy ‘The four voting precincts are dliferent than thws In Tunu:h school offlclals aren’t venturing a guess about afatat
which voters cast ballots for clty el 's outcome, the bond issue has recelved sup- 0% R
ballots are avallable through Monday. pon from some parts of the community. O
Speclal office hours have been for 10 a.m. | 1
o 2 p.m. Saturday this week only to accept abscntee Please turn to Page 4
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