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Dancer from Troy appears

in ‘Can- Can’
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adaglo team with Kevin Oviatt,
whom slie met when they both were
in a Las Vegas show.

“We traveled for three years to-
gether, as Jead dancers In several re-
vue shows in Las Vegas, Reno and
the Caribbean," she sald.

- Their partnerslip was strictly
business, not romance, In fact, her
fiance traveled with them for the
last two years. She and her dance
partner appeared on “Star Search”
together, for four performances in
ali. They dlda't end up as big
wh'mm but, “we made good mon-
ey

SHE AND JIMMY met in Now
Jersey when she was working with
Kevin, Alter the dance team split, "I
declded to go to New York. For
three months, before I jolned the
Rockettes, I trained myzelf vocally
and In dance and acting.”

McMacken gets along great with
the other Rockettes, “They’re my
buddies,” she sald.

She finds dolng precision dancing
with the Rockettes a real change of

ce from her adagio teamwork.
‘That kind of dancing was athletic
and aerobie.

“1 loved it,” she sald. “I'm reall
flexible. It (adagio) demands a hl;h~
er concentration than I used In any
other form of dance.”

With the Rockettes, “coming from-
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lead work, I had to learn bow {0
calm down and be myself.”” She had
to Jearn Lo use the same gestures, to
kick at the same time,

“When you do solo work, everyone
wants your Job. When you do work
1ike this, {n the line, there’s no com-
petition, We're all friends, The Rock-
ettesare all enrthy Jersey girls."

AFTER THE TOUR closes, the
show will go to Atlantle Clty but
without Chita Rivera, Nor docs
McMacken plan to continue with the
ahow. “There are other things I want
to do. I would like to take a Europe-
an tour,” she said.

Working with Rivera Is a real joy.
“She's a pro. She's a star, She's like
one of us. She was In (he chorus. She
stil) has that dancer’s mentality,
She's very down to earth,” McMack-
en sald, “I get to step out of lne a
couple of times and dance with Chi-
ta."

McMacken fs 28, and she sald
some people think that Is old for a
dancer but she considers herself to
be In top form. A star like Rivera,
who just turned 56 isan
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PARTS OF THE Cole Porter mu-
sical “Can-Can” she likes best are
“the improvisational scenes In the
courtroom, dancing with Chita, and
doing the Rockettes’ famous kick-
Tnes.” .

During the show's run, there have
been a lot of unexpected incldents,
such as the night “I forgot to put on
my corset and couldn’t go on stage.”
Everyone in the cast tries to kecp
the show from getting stale, “We
play a lot to keep it new. Chita loves
the play. She cracks us up during the
Beaux Arts Ball.”

McMacken sald she was going to

visit her old high school this week td
talk to students. Her drama teacher
saw the show last week, with
McMacken's family,

After graduating from high school,
McMacken attended Point Park Col-
lege in Pittsburgh, where she took an
intense program in dance, She re-
turned to her high school one sum-
mer (o train the Athens High school
football team in ballet (she had
taught a simllar session to the Pitts-
burgh Steelers). At the request of the
Athens theater department, she

wAngthing Goes” in

cxception to the rule, she noted.

Dancing the can<can s pothing
new to McMacken. I danced many
can-cans when I did adaglo,” she
sald. “I always played the lead and
was the one who got flipped.” She
did the Moulin Rouge Can-Can at the
Las Vegas Hilton's zhow. “We did
about 30 jump splits in the course of
one dance.”

GREAT LOBSTER &

chor
198182, before she graduated from
college in 1983.

Alter college, she worked on
crulse ships and was line captain and
dancer at the Desert Inn Hotel In Las
Vegas, She appeared in the show
“One of a Kind" for a year, “It was
more of a family show for Vegas,”
she said, She said she never went
topless.

upcoming
things to do

. Deadline for the Upcoming cal-
endar iz one week ahead of publé.

eatinn. ftems must be recaived by
“Thursday to be considered for

play. The show runs Fridsy-Sunday,
Jon, 27-29; Thursdays.Sundays, Fab,
26 and 612, and Thursdav-Saine.
day, Feh. 18-18. Curtaln time for all

the { g Thurs-
day. Send to: Ethel Simmons, En-
tertainment Editor, the Observer
& Eccentric, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia 48150.
30
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® PRIZE COMEDY

Lost hopes and dreams of a radl-
cal gencration are revealed in the

is 8 pm, except on
Sundays, whea It ls 7 p.m. Tickets
are §6 and can be ablalncd by calling
538-1670.

@ DINNER THEATER
Actress-singer Nancy Gurwin will
present the music of Judy Garland
at “Over the Ralnbow Dinner The-
alcr" In the intimate setting of the

Pulltzer- Pri: ipning  comedy
“Fifth of July,” openlng Friday, Jan,
27, at tho Onkland Unlversity Conter
for the Arts In Rochester Hllls, Per-
formances, directed by Blair Vaughn
Anderson, will be at 8 p.m. Fridays-
Saturdays, Jan. 27-28, and Fch, $-4,
and 2 p.m, Sundays, Jan, 29 and Feb.
5, in the Vammer Studlo Theatre.
Ticke!s are $8 for adults, $4 for sen-
for cltizens, students and children,
and $3 for OU students. Call the Cen-
ter for the Arts box olflce at 370-
3013 from 11 a.m. lo 5 p.m, week-
days.

® COMEDY/THRILLER

“The Butler Did It," a comedy/
thriller by Marks and Marks, upens
Friday, Jan. 27, at the Fa
Players Barn In Farmingten Hllu
Action for “The Butler DId It," the
players’ second show of the season,
takes place in a present-day New
York theater. The plot revolves
around the productlon of a play and,
therefore, there is a play within the

W‘Km
= Limousine Scrvice

*4 Hours 99
Formal Limousine
*5 Hours *149
Steetch Limousine
with complimentaty Champsgac
New Superstretch
Seats 810
59 per hour

3 hour minimum

272-1900

Center

Fnrmlnghm Hilla. Openlng Saturday,
Jan, 28, the evening will begin at
7:30 p.m. and feature a full-course,
catercd dinner along with the ahow.
For more information, call the
munity Center at 4774401 Cost. o(
$24 per person Includes the perform-
ance and er. Complimentary
wine will be served. Other perform-
ance dates are Saturday-Sunday,
Feb, 4-5. Gurwin also will teach a
new course for the Community Cen-
ter's winter 1989 session. “Creative
Drama, with Nancy Gurwin” will in-
troduce youth age 10-17 years to the-
ater techniques and performance.
Bey g Feb, 23, these workshops
wiil be held Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m.
Fec is $60 for five sessions.

@ MUSICAL EVENT

- Walled Lake Western Band and
Orchestra Booster will sponsor an

all-day musleal event featuring am
performing groups. and the high
sehool’s orchualrs, symphonle band, ..
combined bands, jazz encemble, pep
band, flag corps and concert cholr, |
Performances will be from noon 10 s
10 p.am. Saturday, Jan. 28, In the
school audltorium. Admission is free.
In conjunction with the “day of mu-
sic” a silent auction will be conduct.
ed for muslcal instruments and other ~
musical paraphernalla. Show times®§
inctude 1:35 p.m., the Claunccvme"
School. Concert Band, and 5
p.m., the Oakland Communlty Col-
lege Jaxz Ensemble. e
"d
@ BLUES BASH p
Batcs Street Night Out and Blues ..
Factory Records has scheduled a, .
Birmingham Winter Blues Bash for
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday, Feb. 3, at the
Communlty House in Blrmlnghnm
Bates Strect Night Out is an evening | "
held once a month for singles and.’
couples to enjoy live entertainment,
dancing and soclalizing with adults '

and the Paybacks, ooted as “De- ..
troit's hottest lady blues slnger,” ave
planned for the evening. Tickels are |
uvnllnhle at the door or by calling 3::
the Community House at 644-5832..),
Cover charge 19 $5.
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X 644-2913

“ Pearl’s %
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons « Dinners » Carry Out Orders

Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM + Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward « Birmingha

STEAK MEAL DEAL

This fabulous Toplnka's meal Ls now a fantastic deal. You'll enjoy your cholee

of & succulent lobster tall AND..our famous thick, juley Sirtoln smx mkea
to perfectlon, or two succulent lobster talls, Plus, the house salnd with o
secret (ssh} an. baked poum, bomemade bread & bu\u:r “This mea) nnd
dulmlnnxmd\n mqn.m- coupon to Toplaka's today!
Offer good during business hours through Feb, 5, 1989, Tax, tip, and
other Iu:ml not mcnuoucd here ucludcd. Coupen must be presen nied when
orderiog and 13 good for you and your guest. It may not be used In conjunctlon
with other speclal offers and s not redeemable for cash.

the finestin...

LUNCHEONS » DINNERS » COCKTAILS

Wa caise (0 sll parties 8 banquets — Call foe informaion,

@opinkas

0 W, 7 MILE, CORNER OF TELEGRAPH  531-9000
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 GARFIRLD. Dlv‘lu\;.lhm-eb/ndm- Inc.
Your sweethea t

deserves more than flowers
VALENTINE’S WEEKEND *
per sulte

s9900 per night

A lexarious two room-suite complete with living room,
private bedroom and wet bar with refrigerator.

Two hour Manager’s reception each evening.

Special Valentines dinner for two in Wellingtons. - With
a $30 food and beverage credit towards dinner.

Free breakfast cooked-to-order every morning in our
beautiful atrlum.

E’MBASSY‘

HOTELS
1-800-EMBASSY
You don't have to be a fat cat to enjoy The Suite Life™™
DETROIT — SO/
28100 Franklin Rd.

. Thru (2-28-89)
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[ CONTINUOUS SHOWS SAT. BUN. & HOLIDATS|
LATE SHOWS FRIDAY & SATURDAY

TUESDAY| IAN!-IH Dl' 278 AI-I SHOWS
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summIT PU\CE 562-5544
N, TELEGRAPH & FLIZABETH LAKE RD.
BARGAIN MATINEE $2.75 WED FR1 SAL UK,
CONIIRUOUS SHOWS SAT SUR B HOLIDAYS
TULSOAY DARGAIN DAY 52 50 ALL SHOWS
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This Weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Mlchlgan*

* Available Friday, Saturday and Sundny nights H
« Luxurious lively lounges
* Swimming pools and saunas
» $20 of “Hilton Moncy" to spend for dinner at either Hilton Inn,
Charley's Crab and/or The Haymarket .
* Champagne on day of arrival
» 24-hour advance reservations required!
*Docs not include state or local taxes, Limited time offer,

’ GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE .

JCNORTHFIELD XTROY |
HILTON INN HILTON INN

5500 Crooks Road at I-75 1455 Slephmson Highway
“Troy, Michigan 48098 45834
313/879-2100 -
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