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Suspected drug deal unveils intrigue

Conlinuei from Fay

ttiuds,” Drwyer aducd, "l svide
sort of criminnl conspiracy was
golng ta take place, Exzcl!y what,
‘we were unable to determine.”

“They had to be doing some sort of
surveillance or covert actlvity, just
based on the kind of equipment they
had,” Nebus sald.

THE THREE men -~ one 39, the
other two in thelr 40s — gave Cali-
fornia addresses when police ques-
tioped them the morning of Jag. 4.

“No silencers, no scopes and no
guns were found In the men's posses-
sion — only a knife with 2 four-Inch
blade,” Nebus said.

Pollce dida’t have enough evi-
dence to charge anyone with carry-
Ing a concealed weapon.

“All gave little ln!nmuuon as to

tal ihey woro Lot {a.-.” Hﬁ:.-
n!u “They offered no explx

for the susplcious uctivity. Wual ln-
tle {nformation they dld provide was
conflicting or it was disputed by
what our survelllance had indlcated.

“Yet we had po reason to arrest
anyone."

Police turned over the selzed

roperty to the FBI “for further
nnaIynB " Nebus said. “We're still
walting for a claim of ownership and
a request to have the property re-
turmed."”

The FBI had no comment. But
Nebus sald the FBI will pursue the
case “if that's in our natlonal inter-
est.”

The investigation came to light
Friday in a report by Channel 7 In-
vestlgative reporter Vince Wade, a
Farmington Hills resldent.
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Friends of Farmington Schools,
a political actlon committee

Bond vote is Jan. 31

$50,000 per portable classroom.

ALSO SUPPORTING a new
school is Richard Hendlee, chair-
Hills-based Al-

area parents, has been

man of F
exander Life

O NEW Vear's eve, polics wore
alerted te three men sltting fn a car
for #0 winutes cutside lins Clarivi
Hotel, at 12 Mile and Orchard Lake.

Investigation revealed that one
man was staying at the Clarjon Ho-
tel and two men were staying across
Omhard Lake Road, at the Dlllon

“Because 20 much drug traffick-
ing takes place around hotels and
motels, we declded to watch them
periodlcally for the next four days,
including a 24-hour period the fourth
day,” Nebus sald.

“All of thelr activity was conslst-
ent with what looked llke drug traf-
ficking — clandestine meetings, sus-
plclous actlvity, looking into car
trunks, One of them even flew out of
this area and flew back the next day
while the other two stayed behind.”

Planner won’t seek new term -

Continued from Page 1

how he fit into that," Sever said. “We
came to an understanding he would
not seek mppolnlment to the plan-

the election with a series of publlc
meetings and letters to other pare
ents and businesses.

“"We believe thls new school will
be good for children and good for
area businesses,” chalrwoman Tina
Jensen sald.

In yet anather. letter, Jeasen
wrote: “Twenty-seven percent of
our students live west of Drake
Road, but we don't have any ele-
mentary schools there, It costs

Co. of America. The tax Imitation
amendment  acthor told school
trustees he favored thelr latest,
scaled-down bonding proposal.

Headlee and his assoclate, Pa-
trick Anderson, an economist with
tbe Ufe Insurance company, loudly.

opposed the previous $27.25-mil-
lion bond Issue, of which $20 mil-
lion was to be used for butldlng re-
{furbishments and safety repairs.
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BUT AT least one planning com-
missioner, who declined to be quoted
or named, maintains that Valvona
was asked to leave the planning
commlsslon because of controversy
over his involvement with Carring-
ton Place and residents' perception
of confllet.

Sever, however, sald he dld want
Valvona to continue scrving on the
bullding authority. “I think he is a
very good asset for the city,” Sever
sald,

‘The mayor recommcnded to board
and commlssion members that “if
It's a gray arca, don't vote. I know
that's golng to the extreme, but until

Tha two men at the Dillon Tnn
parked at a nearby shopplng center,
bot In e Lolol lob Aud the man at
the Ciarlon inn made several jong
calls from a lobby pay phone, Nebus
said,

At 9:30 a.m. Jan. 4, police saw one
of the men from the Dillon Ino, driv-
ing a rental car, foilow a motor
home west on 12 Mile, then south on
Farmington . The motor home,
with Callfornia plates, had been
parked in the holel lot for about a
weel

M Shiawassce, the vehicles split.

POLICE STOPPED the rental car
at Nine Mlle and Farmlngton Road.
“‘What looked like a comb(natlon mo-
blle phone-moblle radlo belleved
used to talk back and back over spe-
cial frequencles was found In the

we get people to undcruumd we're
dolng a good job., .

Sever sald the publlc has to under-
stand that board and commisslon
members “are not benefiting from
being on thls (boards and commls-
sions}. For some reasan, they (the
public) thinks it's them and us.”

Valvona came under scrutiny in
November after complalnts from at
least two F

ear," Nebus nld “It was something
we'd never seen.”

Teilee stopped L2 molor hems,
driven by a 3é-year-old Weslwoud,
Callf., man, at Grand River and
Power. “The driver was cooperalive,
and he produced a valid driver's Ii-
cense and paperwork,” Nebus sald.
“We don't know If he knew the oth-
ers, S0 be was released.”

At 9:50 a.m., pollce stoppcd aman
in a car, with ‘Callfornia plates, out-
side the Clarion Hotel Inside the
car, registered to one of the men at
the Dillon Inn, pollce found electron-
ic tracking devices, including a re-
celver and two tters (which
attach to moblte objects like cars).
They also found a siren built Into the
grille, a red oscillating light, a blue
flashing light and other survclllnnce

The car was

Baptist Manor !ater sold it ¢o Liber-
ty Construction Co,, Livonia.

VALVONA IS one of three part-
ners in Carrington Limlted Dividend
Houslng Assoclatlon, formed to ap-
ply for financing for Carrington
Place through the Michigan State
Housing . Development  Authority.
Valvona's utility contracting compa-
ny often does wurk for Liberty Con-

residents about changes in zoning for
senlor cltizen apartments and ques-
tions about possible conflicts of in-
terest involving Valvona.

The city attorney's report, pre-
pared by Donald C. Harms of Lar-
son, Harms & Wright of Farmington
Hills, also addresses the sale of the
5% acres originally donated to the
city by Ronald and John Hanaway
and sold to Detroit Baptist Manor.

Farmington Hills-based Detroit

whos also Is a
partner in Carrlngmn Place.

The attorney's report said that no
one, including Valvona, personatly
beneflted or galned from the plan-
ning commission's actlons on the
property, though events occurring
after the fact “could give rise to the
appearance of a confllct of interest.”

During rezoning and site plan re-
views (when Detrolt Baptlst Manor
owned the property) in 1888 and late
1987, Valvona said he never “was

but the S9-year-old Tarzaoa, Calif,,

man was rel after posting $1! 50
sad for doiving with 2 suepended
apcularslicum.

At 10:30 am., pollce questioned
the third man who had been under
survelllance. He was found (n his
room at the Dlllon Ino. Police selzed
{rom his room a second combination
mobile ptione-moblle radio,

“The reason we stopped
when we did is that we hod Informa-

them

tion leading us to belleve they were
all departing from the area,” Nebus .

sald.

Police aren't sure they have the -
proper identlty of two of the men. .
Nor are they sure those two are US. |

citizens. “But they had forms of

identificatlon, they hadn't broken
any laws and we had no reason to
hold them,” Nebus sald.

1y involved with the pmjccl.

After he became a partner in sum
mer 1988, Valvona sald he informed
the planning commlsslon and did not
vate on the project’s landscaping
plan. The tinal site plan was ap-
proved in February 1988,

“Me belng pn the planning com-

misslon didn't change what was
golng to be bullt,” Valvena said in
December. "“The project itself got no
special treatment from me or any-
one In the city."

The attorney’s report conllrms
Valvona's contention. *. . am
convinced that there were no plam
whatsoever.to form such a partnce-
ship in late 1987 when Mr, Valvona

voted on the change in the zoning .

and Mr. Valvona could not have been
voting In antlclpation of personal
galn,” Harms wrote.

Thinking for two.

Parents-to-be are more assertive today about A wonderful private birthing suite for

their hospital choices. They want to be

certain about the quality of the hos_P:ml expe-

rience for both mother and child

medical aspects are most critical, but comfort,

fnendlmess famlly mvolvemenl,

pnvacy are a.lsa important. So families check

things out for themselves. It's not just the

doctor’s choice anymaore. That's why hospitals

- are talking about their differences.

And the differences at Grace are significant.
Grace is a teaching hospital.

And that means patients recelve more atten-

tion from more

families seeking an alternative to the more

traditional delivery room program is

available at Grace, Private rooms are also

available. And at Grace, mother and

infant are cared for together under a long

established maternal bonding program.
Families are encouraged to tour

the Grace matemnity section before making

a hospital decision. And parents-to-be

can use the Grace physicians referral program

to find a conveniently located Grace

affiliated physician.

Thinking for two

It also means that patients
seeimproved procedures intro-
duced sooner,

Grace is a leader in
the prenatal, neonatal and high
risk pregnancy specialties,
but normal deliveries get lots
of special attention, too.

£
‘Grace Hospn‘ql

Serving the north and northwest metro areas.

means planning ahead. We

think Grace should be a

future mother’s first thought.
A member of

The Detroit Medical Center.

Affiliated with the School

of Medicine, Wayne State

University. (3]3) 966-3100.
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