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ALKATEEB DENIES that Valvona wanted (o leave

Fed up with what he calls the “politics and hypocrisy”
u the l-‘mnlngwn nm- City Councl, veteran council-

Joe Alkateeb

from hls

43024 To call: news line, 477-

ads, 591-0000; d{apl.uy
2300; fa: line, 477-9722.

HE kickoif meeting
for Farmington Hills*
Year 2000 Plan

couneilwoman Jean Fox,

“It was one of the most
inspirational days that we have
had here for the city in a'long,
long time,” she said at the city
council meeting two days later.

Participants are charged
wilh developing a plan for the
1990s to achleve the quallty of
1ife that reslden

The kickoff mtctlng l.ncluded
a speech by futurist Edward
Barlow Jr,, a video
presentation and subcommittee
mectings.

Fox sald enthuslasm was
“yery, very high” among the
200 people who attended. “It
was a first-class day all the
way through.”

Former county
commissioper Jack McDooald
chalrs the 15-member stecring
Hayor Torry Se

yor urry ver s0es
participants embarking “on an
cxdung }amey. one which will
- establish a vision for
Farmingtoa Hills up toand into
the 21st ceatury.”

Memory lane

50 years ago:

Suburban toll rates are belng
cut by order of the er.hlnn
Public Utilitles Commission
that within a few months, it wl.ll
be posaible to call Redford
Township, Livonla Township or
Sou!hﬂeld ‘Townzship for only five

wno owns the Town Hall is
scheduled to be decided in
Oakland County Cireult Court
Jan. 30.
— Farmington En|

terprise,
Jan. 19, 1938

what’s inside

lhlxd (oubyurlm‘m
“J am

flict of Interest In

signing because I am disgusf

year of hia

The councl member uId be ls particularly angry
about a list, prepared by Mayor Terry Saver, designat-
Ing board and commission members interested
polntment whose terms explre Feb, 1, The list does not
include planning commissioner Vince
Alkateeb appointed when he was mayor In 1986.

In a story In the Observer Jan, 26, Sevr_ruld hespoke  the b

“T ha

with Valvona about

ted. T swould be resigning as
a protest of what Is galng on," said Alkateeb, in the flrst

re

in reap-

Valvona, whom

ton with Vince and we had 2 discussion lbﬂul the city,
what was best for the city, the things T wanted to do and

bow he fits Into that,” Sever

Valvona, who preferred not to discuss details of the

the planning commission. Other plannin,
ers wha refused (o be named also agree, Sever has de-
nied he removed Valvona from the commission.

A city attorney’s report cleared Valvona of any con-
In a rezoning matter for Carrington
Placo Apartments for Senors, at Freedom and Drake,
late last year, Valvona later became a financial partner
in the senlor apartment project.

Alkateeb said it is clur from the city attorney’s re-
port on the matter — and the
2oning and whes Valvona became a partner — that the
phnnlng commissioner had no conflict.

““Thls system of government .
doubts abou! whether it works, The interest of the city is
no longer the business of council meetings. The politics,
and under-the-table deallngs is what
bothers me,” said Alkateeb, who declined to elaborate,

Alkateeb, the top vuln-gcuu' in the November 1957
council e!ecuon. bas been absent aix of the 20 schedaled
Monday night council meetings from July to Jan. 23. Ho

g commisston-

dales relating to the re-

. » I am having total

is3u¢, 5a1d ba sent @ letter askicg ot to be resppointed,
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Angry Alkateeb threatens to quit

of whaf s goingon.
Gouncllman Joo
Alkateab'

By Janics Brunson
u!u!! writer

Jon Vermeulen, charged more
than three yeara ago with premedi-
tated murder, sald he is forfeiting
his right to trial by jury lo the shoot-
ing death of a woman he married
while still legally wed to his first
wife of 21 years.

‘The Farmington Hiils man also is

Oakland County Clrcuit Judge
Fred Mester to disqualify himself
{rom the case becanse the :udxe. in
Vermenlen's view, “has llwwn
md prejud!ee overy step of

"Aulcm do Is request a bench a
trial before {Circult Judge) John N.
O'Brien, Mesier has left mo 0o other
alternative. He's trapped me with
his very self-serving ruling. I am not
sitting for another year. I am not
walting. No way,” sald Vermeulen,

43,
A bench trial, he ndded, {s his only
hope of & spoedy trial
Mester said It wzmld bo |.nap-
for him to

‘l -m nof lmlny Ior .
nother year. | am not’
ing. No way.’ .
- Jon Varmeu{sn '
wants speedy trial .

Trial Is now set for Feb, 13, But
few who are {; with the case
belleve the date will be kept.

At Issue i3 marital privilege —
whether testimony by Vermeulen's
ke legal wife at the time of the shoot-
ing, Eharen, will he permitied ducing

a trial A divorce between the two
became floal in February 1988, two
months after the shooting and three
months after Vermeulen had mar-
ried Lewis,

Last week, Mester sald he will not
allow a proposed agreement be-
tween prosecutors and Vermeulen's
defense attorney to bring the case to
trial before the Michigan Supreme

Court rules on the Lssue of marital

Vermeulen's

Vi e has been.held in coun-

ty jall wlthont bond nurly 38
since hls discharge fro

The 24-year-old woman was sh
the upper body with a alog from a

issued to Vermeulen while he was
serving.in the Army Special Forces
in Victnam,

Vermeulen married Lewis six

merly of Red!otd ‘Township. Sharon
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luu:e moved out of
state.

VERMEULEN SAID he wants a
bench trial because Mester dashed
lllhepu!orlllmely]nryh'hlby

rejecting between Ver.
muelen’s atwmey the
County prosccutor that would have
hastened seiting a trial date.

'l'bel;highpc:‘n!‘n hw:dl:mm
ments last April; a ruling {3 pending.
“Vermeulen asserted the (marital)
prlvﬂexe.ﬂehuthadghtwnd

tive er. Thix is a critically Im-
portant dedslon. llm not golng to

A Magoum revolver that had been nu.ln “very

poaluuu angers Vermeculen:
“He has sentenced me to another
year In county jail without benefit of
adjudication.”

Vermeulen’s court-appolnted ate
torney, Larry Kalomy of Birming-
ham, 2ald, “T'vs never seen anything
Like this In 16 years of practice. The
older this case gets, the more the in-
Justice, the longer a speedy trial has

been denled.”

UNDER THE proposal, Vermeu-
lgn would walve nm-lul ‘privilege,
by

Trial delay incenses suspect

Before his transfer to Otsego County Jail, Jon Vermeulen
spent 23 hours a day in his Oakland County Jail cell, The
plcluu inside the cell shows him and the woman he Is

ereby

Please turn to Page 2 *

d o Urime “Renac” Lawis, at a happler
time, their Las Vegas wodding on Nov. 11, 1885,

1S photo

Voteis
Tuesday
on school

Tuesday, Jan. 31, is election day
for Farmingion Public Schools vot.

Precinct #2
Durcial Mdde
32600 W12 Mis

OF,

O¢

I Do

afanana®
aatata)

Precinct 41

¢

Farmington Public Schools voting precincts

GOCO

Precinct #3
Wamer KXddie School
30303 W. 14 Mils

Precinct #4
EsstMidde Schoot
25000 Middlabelt

7

Parents challenge

Show
ticket
burns
owner

a mﬂwmof ” :
A commercial nroperty owner In
downtown K with

a ticket he recelved in January for
oot removing snow quickly enovgh
from his sidewalk. He says he is
being treated unfalrly.

Tom DeWard's recent comments

cussed in detail during the past two
years — the problems of snow re-
moval. The [ssue has been lddmcd
by the city’s town Deve)

ment Authority since it's lncepuon m
mu.numueounwugemngln-

DeWud had words with the dty
council after udmlnlltntorl
ved coun-
dlmmnkdmonpeaplewhoda
nnt remove mow {rom thelr sida-
Owner of the bullding !hxl
homu Zimms Vacuum
Grand River, DeWard received ln
urd.l.nmu violation when snow was

not removed following a Jan. 8-

Under dty ordinance, residential
and commercial property owners
are respomsidle for shoveling xide.
walks in front of their property.
“T belleve I'm being harassed lnd
agalnst because
other compllln with
DeWard told the city council Jan. 16,

"llyonmaolnaudoumrme.dou .
shonld be

for everyone.
treated the same.”

Pleass turnto Page 3

WL gun program

By Carolyn DeMarco
stalf writer

A four-day outdoor life m lt
tho Walled Lake School
Qutdoor Recreation cenm- went on
last week without the participation

Bradley Hol
Holcman was pulled from
hia ts, Samuel and

smlgglmlnblwutﬂloomﬂdd,h

aled Friday to give the achool dis-
m-ndummmwmnyw

"l'bclchooldlnrlctllmrve!mm

,mtbﬁrmﬂnmmm‘ publicist Lols

inclodes part of

'F His,

the dm.



