STREET BEATS

Cowboy Junk-
iee® music has
been referred
to as a mixture
of Emmylou
Harris and the
Velvet Under-
ground,

By Larry O'Connor
staft writer

Cow punk dled, thankfully. No
longer do we bave Britizh guys in
Stetsons and spurs who wouldn’t
knew Merle Haggard, if they tripped
over bls boots in Muskogee,

Today, we have the Cowboy Junk-
les.

The Cowbay Junkles are not imita-
tors. The muslc Is real. When lead
singer Margo Timmins applies ber
etheral volce to Patsy Cline’s “Walk-
ing at Midnight,” she does 80 out of
respect.

Covers of Havk Willlams' “I'm So
Lonesome I Could Cry” Waylon
Jennings' “Dreaming My Dreams
With You" along with Cline's “Walk-
ing After Mldnight” are Included on
the Toronto band’s lalest album
“The Trinity Sessions” (RCA). As s
Lou Reed's “Sweet Jane,” who Mr.
Velvet Underground himself safd
was the “most authentic verslon” e

has heard.

‘The ablllty to perform other
greats' muslc is equalled by the Cow-
boy Junkies' moody but hypnotle
original material.

IN CONCERT

Real thing

Cowboy Junkies have faith in their music

“When you place your material
against an old classic,” sald Tim-
mins, “it takes a Iot of nerve. But we
do have falth in our music.”

COWBOY JUNKIES' music has
been referred 16 as a mixture of Eam-
myloy Harris and the Velvet Under-
ground, also as post-modern melan-
choly. Timmins doesa't deny nor val-
idate such descriptions.

Instead, the Cowboy Junkles hap-
plly mlx in the murk, Country s
of that, 80 are blues and folk. The
roots trip the Cowboy Junkles are
on, though, has no ateps or an end.

“It's a lot more than playing coun-
try covers,” said Timmins, dismiss-
Ing the notlon the Cowboy Junkies
are a _country band. “It's a whole
Yfestyle. We're just urban kids.”

Urban kids who are searching for
the core of what makes a sopg by
Waylon Jennings or Lou Reed click.
To help flnd that, the Cowboy Junk-
ies went with the bare minlmum in
the studio,

“The Trinity Sessions” was
recorded on a digltal two-track using
one microphone. The Church of the
Holy Trinlty in Toronto was the site.

No overdubs or song edits took
place, simply 14 hours of live record-
ing.

Producer of “The Trinity Ses-
slons,” Peter Moore, suggested the
band go into the church. He had sim-
ilar success recording the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra there.

Critleal raves have followed the
disc and a band that only formed two
years ago 1s suddenly deallng with
Instant success.

LALREADY, Timmins said the
band Is working on new covers for
the next album. Rolling Stones'
“Dead Flowers” and Nell Young's
“Powder Finger” are a couple of
tunes that might find thelr way onto
the next album.

One they scrapped was Bruce

Springsteen’s “Thunder Road." Sald
Timmins with resignation, “I don’t
know how Springsteen writes his
BONgs.”
The phllosaphy behind the cover
songs Is that it allows people to see
what dlrection the band is headed in,
Timmins sald. Also, it offers a gauge
for the Cowboy Junkies' own materi-
al.
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Nonetheless, Timmins u careful
that they’re not misinterpre!

“They're oot taken llghliy," she
sald. “We realize we're taking some-
one else's music and bringing it to
life agaln. We take a great deal of
cure with someone else's music,

“When I try to sing someone else’s
song, I want to express it my own
way without taking away from how
they originally did it,” she added.
“That's a difficult balance.

For instance, recordlng Cunc'l
“Walking After Midalght” provcd [
be a herculean task. The late singer’s
vocal rhythm was difficult to repro-
duce. By adding a 12-bar blues for-
mat, Timmins put her own signature
on the number.

Timmins said she was “blown
away" when hearing Patsy Cline for
the flrst tiine. Apparently, she iso't

claimed the relncarnation of lht lalc
country singer. But any comparisons
between Timmins and Cline stops
there.

BUT LIKE lang, Timmins ean re-
late to what it's Like for & Canadlan
artist in o quest for success.

& DOG SOLDIER

Soldier will perform tonlght at
‘The Blind Plg, 208 S. i‘(nl St., Ann Arbor,
For more information, call 996-8555.

& POSSURS

The Poassums will perform tonlght at
Rick's Cale, 208 S. First St, Ann Arbor.
For more informatiog, call nusss

® COWBOY JUNKIES

The Cowboy Juzkies will perform
Tuesday, Jan. 31, at The Dlind Pig, 208,
FlrttSL,AnnArbor.ernwttin!wm
tlon, call 996-8355.

® CARUBO

Sat

® EEX-A-MOUSE

Eck-A-Mouse will performn Wednesday,
Feb. 1, at The Blind Plg, 203 S. First SL
Ann Ashor. For more

® RAGAQAMUFFIN
Raggamuifin will perform Friday,

Feb. 3, at LI's 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos.

or more nfor-

996-8555.

® THE DIFFERENCE
‘The Dilference will perform Thursday,
Ftbv 2, at The Blind Pig, 208 S, First SL
Ann Arbor, For more information, call
9982555,
@ 80UPJAM
Jugglers & Thieves and the Jam Rag
wlll present, “Soup Jam,” a beneflt for
mrhmw Soup Kitchen and St. Pa-
tm:k' "00d Program, Friday, Feb. 8, at
5 Andrt‘u Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
will include Jug.

Caruso will perform
day, Feb. 1-4, at Jaggers, 3481 Ellzabeth
Lake d, Pontlac. For more informa-
tlon, call £31-1700.

REVIEWS

BEST O_F
THE BUBS
—— various artists

Back in the fall of 1987, Musiclan
ed ed bands

across the country to send In two
songs. A year and 2,000 tapes later,
’But of IM BUBS" (Warner) is the

And, mdeed, what a result.

Judging by the 10 bund: featured
here, American music will ba at the
forefront for & long time to come.

Groups appear to be getting back
to thelr roots for the most bon-
ing simple melodies that have a cer-
tain honesty about them, Thankfully,
eth o paen st Th o ot
rehash or splootis. ust
well-played, and at times, thought-

musle.
m;vmuzfm credit for that goes to
Sudges ml Knco?‘llauo. metchell
Froom, et an
Burnett. And they all bad no pnb-
lem comhu to-an .poenmt oa the
dest song the compilation—*
Front Pemh bty Lonesome Val out
of New Yock. ,

(lm & Thieves, Funhouse, Trash Brats
and Robb Roy. Doors will open at 9 pm.
The first band will goon stage at 10 p.m.

Campau,
matlon, call 875-6555.

® THE BUSPECTS

‘The Suspects will perform Friday, Feb.
3, at The Bliod Pig, 208 S. First St, Ano
Arbor, For more Information, call $98-
2555,

& SENSITIVE BIG QUYS

Sensitlve Blg Guys will perform with
special guest, Mr. X, Friday, Feb. 3, at
Paycheck’s Lounge, 2932 Canlff, east of
3. Campay, Hamtramek. For Informa-
Uon, call 372-8934.

@ S8OCIAL FABRIC
Soclal Fabric will perform Friday,

Feb. 3, at the Hamtramek Pub, 2043 Can-
lif, off 1.75. For information, call 385-
9760.

©® 3-DINVIBIBLES
‘The 3-D Invisibles will perform Satur-
day, Feb. 4, at Lill's 31, 2930 Jacod, o"
For more

Jos. Campau, Hamtramek.
formation, call 875-855S.
@ MARTHA

will perform Saturday,
Feb. 4, at The Blind Pig, 208 5. nmsm.
Ann Arbor. For more information, call
WNS.’!S

@ WALK THE DOGMA

Walk ma Dogma will perform with
Broken SAlu:d:y. Feb 4, at Al
vin's, me t:u; o Informa-
tlon, call 832-232%,

eesTorTHE BUBS
THEWINNENG DF THE BTAT UnDIGNED
AN CONTIRT

is stark, yet quite rich in Lmagery. If
Lonesome Val Isn't signed to a
record deal nlrudy. she should be.

Other cuts stand out for being
Irell-wrllum or just well-performed.

of wriling, *“Wishing Well”
hy u:a North Hollywood, Calif., band
The Conversation really shows
promise, Terl Z sings a song that o
vokes pnln withoot becoming
overwrought {n cliches.

Also, Strange Cave’s “Love Sounds
Like Rain™ mixes cellos and violins
with acoustic gultars for an excel-
lent song.

Kudos also go to The Howland En-,

trolt made the final cut (we don't
how many entered). The Difference
from Ann Arbor made the top 20 fi
palists but pot the album. That's too

bad, but doesn't tarnish an excellent

LITTLE PIGS,
LITTLE PIGS

—AngryRed Planet|*

Cyniclsm and energy are brought
forth here for quite & lethal mix.
Yes, it mny be said that Angry Red

Planet {3 angry.

Perhaps a line In the first pomber,
“Ghost of tha Crab Nebula,” gives a
hint. “When I was a little boy, up In
my momma’s womb/I didn’t want to
leave that place for all this

gloom., . . .

Hey, we Dever said “Little Pigs,
Little Pigs" was a party album.

Angry Red Plane “ghyl loud lnd
fast and then fast

not much variation in tha mn;ldm-
ship bere. Punk, yep, that's what
they call it.

Except Angry Red Planet really
has something to say here. be
it's hllnd patriotism ("

or just growing old (“Putm
'l'lme"). but it's all here. Life, yep,
tha;::lutthayull

Making musicis

Mack’s penchant

By Larry O'Connor
staf! writer

For guitarist Lonnle Mack, music
lsa't a sclence, It's a passion.

Anyone who has listened to his lat-
est LP, “Roadhouses and Dance
Halls” (Epic), would agrce. The al-

bum s rich with full-bodled guitar
numbers whittled to various musical
styles, Blues, rock'n'roll, folk and
counu'y — [t’s ali there to sample.
ck sald there is no formula or
eqnauun

“All you have to do is play oid
rock ‘n’ roll the way it was taught
and they can call it what they want
to," sald the Indlaca native, who will
play Saturday, Feb. 4, at Sully’s in
Dearborn, “There’s too many lal
in muslc just like there's too many
maokes of cars.

“To me, it's cither a Ford or a
Chevy. In musle, it's either rock 'n’
roll or country.”

Mack on his debut album on Eplc
has been able to bridge the gap be-
tween ‘o' roll country.
“Hard Life” Is a song {lt for any sa-
loon south of the Mnson-Dlxon line,
while numbers like “Sexy Ways" and
“High Blood Pressure” get the
rhythm and blues blood pumping.

Mack's lean toward country ia un-
derstandable. He grew up in rural
southeast , Listenlng to and
learnlng from the music. His mother
taught him his first Juitar chords at
age 6.

FROM THERE, iack heard gui-
tarlsts llke T-Bond’ Walker and El-
mnre Jamea an tha fadio, At 15, he
fronted hls own band that toured In-
dlana, Ohio and Kentucky.

- But it wasn't until be was doing
sesslon work with the likes of James

began patenting his soon-to-be-
revered guitar style,

When Mack cut his own records
for Fraternity Records out of Cinnci-

natl, electric guitar nstrumentals
ltke “Memphls,” “Wham!” and
“Chicken Pickin'" were considered
at the forefront of the new rock-
blues era of the 1960s.

One reviewer later labeled Mack's
album, “Wham of That Memphis
Man,” a classic, That piqued Elektra

records Interest enough to sign Mack
In 1968, He made a couple of albums
and did some sesaion work with the
label's other hot property at the
time, The Doors.

Mack also worked as an arts and
n:perw man for a tme but gave it
Jp. “That wasn't my gig," he sald.

His glg bas always becn playing
music, In the mid 1§70s, Mack
signed with Capitol. After a few crit-

COLLEGE

For guitarist Lonnie Mack, '
music isn’t a science. it's “el-
ther rock 'n’ roll or country,”

fcally acclaimed albums, he hit the
roadhouse circult in Texas and Cana- ~*
da with another upstart guitarist -
Stevie Ray Vaughn The two later
cut an album, “Strike Eike Light-
ning,” in 1981 for Alllgator Records,

“WE BOTH played blues and rock
'n' rol),” Mack sald. “I'm sure he
learned some stuff from me at first.
But 1 learned a few lcks from him,

Vaughn, along with Eric Clapton
and Duane Allman, have all credited
Mack as an influence in thelr rock-
blues guitar styles. Mack said he
hasn'’t even hit his peak yet.

“I'm still learning new stuff,” be
said. “I'm playlog things pow %
wm'l able to play a couple of years

ago.”
Many say his latest album is his
but work to date. The first cut off
“Roadhouses and Dance Halls" per-
haps sums up Mack best, “Too Rock
{or Country, Too Country for Rock."
But he's not too far off for some
recently found npatlonal success,
Along with the album, Mack has
been a hot commodity on the dnb
circuit. He's also scheduled to be
guest on “Saturday Night Live” ln

March.

Mack bas paid his dues. This latest
wave is something he’s just taking in
stride. B
“We'll be out there just dolng 1" |
henld."l'bm'swtllideolme.
that wants to be & superstar. I L.
wuntwphymusicwmleun .
bave a good time.”

mel: Muck will persurts wie
Saturday, Feb. 4, at Sully’s, €758
Greenficld, north of Michigan Av-
enue, Deardorn. For information,
call 346-5377.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs recelving alr
play on WAYN-AM, campes station of
Waype State Unlversity,

l “Kinlblllly,"SuieYu&.
Dllm!l. Nick Cave and the Bad

3. ‘m‘lf'

4."Cultof Pasuumy. Liviag Colour.

5. “Wrong Agalo,” All

8. “High Expectation,” lzside

7. “Blrth, School, Wk, Dulb." Godfa-
thers.

8. “Punk Rock Glirl,” Desd Milkmen.

9. “No Fun,” Vertical Piliows.

10. “So American,” Juxk Moakrys.

Here ars the top 10 songs recelving air
play on WCXI-AM 1130,

Watson,
2. “Don't You Ever Get Tired (of Hurting

Me),” Ronale
9. “Highway Robbery,” Tazya Tacker.
h‘;Deepu Than A Holler,” Raady

which are not eucuy Frank Sinatra

at the Copa anyw.
Nmmd&, u:e “rest with which
this band tackles its music is to be

ch, if any-

but {n the lm ml “l.ltllaPlp, Lt
te Pigs” s
Good.y!p.m\'lmuheyullll.
— Larry O’Connor

HIT SINGLES
— various artists
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tion — even If It also Includes
Nino Stevens’ dip-
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Stunning description for  compilation in its own right. time. Without Liver notes, the aver . B e 0dds™ i ' ‘
Mhmwﬂm.mnmhup\mdﬁ — Larry O'Connor  age Joe or Josephine would be lost In 4 valos depends upon ooe' -

NIT SINCGLES
19581977

And highlights of s
year’s Madison Square Garden birth- .~
day bash may yet surface on an offl-+.,~,
clal Telease. i

Once of its past, Atlan- +>
tic now celebrates it And for those \'w
who grew up listening to Atlantic's :a;

. ‘ ‘ i



