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Joe Derek talks about his jove of the outdoors in the living
room of his Farmington Hills home. The caribou was bagged

Outdoors educ ator
P B He tailors his classes for

By Loralne McClish
stall writer

When Farmington Community
Schools announced its first class
“Women's Fishing,” 55
women showed with thelr rod and
reels ready for thelr lessons. That's
an lmpresslve number if you know
that the average adult education
class offered in any season usually
draws between 12 and 15 people.

“If It's been offered any other
place In Michigan, I'm not aware of
it. And at the end of the class, I got
a standing ovation,” sald instructor
Joe Derek. “All the classes Pve of-
fered here or through West Bloom-
{leld’s adult ed I've devised myself,
and I haven't been turned down yet
{wlIth an idea).”

The naturallst and outdoor edu-
cator has devised classes on put-
ting together an aquarivm, flshing
In salt water and fresh water, hunt-
ing, ice fIshing, collecting tropical
{ish, and even how to prepare and
serve a fish or wild game gourmet
dinper,

Comlng up are sessions on bug
and butterfly collecting, the nature
hlkes, wildlife habitat improve-
ment, preserving the last of the

patches and 73
new ones,

“Kids are free when they come
with thelr parents,” Derek said.
“All of my classes are family ori-
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‘All of my classes are family oriented
— gelting the families oriented to do
things together — and getting them all
to learn how to protect what we've got

before it’s gone.’

— Joe Derek
he knows outdoors

enled — getting the famllles ori-
ented to do things together — and
getting them all to learn how to
protect what we've got before it's
gone."!

THE FARMINGTON Hills resl-
dent has been teaching and lectur-
Ing on the outdeors for about 10
years and wasn't the least bhit
surprised when he was asked to be
adviser for “Bug Day,” an alier-
noon of tnsect collecting at Bloom-
field Hills Cranbrook last spring.

“There aren’t that many of us
around,” Derck sald. “All the ex-
perts are cither very old, retired or
dead, and the kids are playlng com-
puter games, There's no one com-
ing up to take the place of the ex-
perts. I used to take for granted
that people ltked what I liked but
that isn't s0. If I want to talk to

someone about orchids or killflsh
or the disappearing rain forests,
Fve got to join a club.

“I'have no competition in classes
and no competlition on the lecture
clreuit,” Derek sald. “My goal Is to
lure them Into class with fish or
frogs or how to lure humminghi{rds
ot butterflies Into thelr own back
yard, whatever it takes to make
them realize why it's important not
to pave the world with cancrete.”

He is currently changing carcers
from a research lab technician at
Sinal Hospltal of Detroit — as post
he has held for 18 years — to full-
time spokesman for the love of and
protectlon of the environment.

“I Just finished writlng a letter in
an effort to protect a blue heron
nest in Wizxom, one of the only ones
left in this part of Mlchigan”
Derek sald. “My dream Is to bave a

people -

forum where I could tell everyode |- .
lo write a letter lke that. They |-
could send me those letters and 1. -
would dcllvl.'r them personally l.o
Lansing.”

DEREK GREW up on a dead-end
street in Detrolt where he “coliect-
ed everything that crawled out
from under a rock,” and used the
local Jibrary to find out what he
had captured.

It was at St Mary Schools in
QOrchard Lake that he learned how
to fish. _

“My pareats sent me there for
an education, but all I saw was the
lake, and the pheasants, and the
ducks. It was the perfect setting
for a frustrated fisherman who
grew up ia the city and was oow
surrounded by woods and wnlcr.
he sald,

Big game huntlng foltowed, and
so dld more appreciation of the
outdoors.

“People who don't appreclate
our woods are people who don't
know our woeds,” ‘Derek safd, “I
want our kids to get back into the
woods and sce and learn whnll
back there.”

Parents challenge WL

Continued from Page 1

has been In elfect for 32 years and
an estimated 15,000 youngsters have
clpated.

Subjects studied at the kands-on
science program Include wildlife, ev-
ergreens, forest conservation, soll
and water, crafts, orlenteering, pond
Wfe and the controversial flrearm
safety. In winter, animal tracking,
cross country skiing and snowshoc-
ing are added.

In addltion to science and conser-
vation, Lange said, the study pro-
motes and cooperative

earning.

‘The outdoar center i3 also used for
activities for other grades through-
out the year and 2 one-week sclence
camp in summer,

Holeman specifically objects to
the clxth-graders firing 10 rounds of
ammurition in .22-callber rifles, a
part of the gun safety class, He sald
he ls not anti-guns,

“1 BELIEVE any pamnt has the
right to teach {lrearms to his child
but it should not be the function of
the school,” he sald.

He has three basic objections.
“Safety ls most important,” Hole-
man sald. Youngsters in groups of

" four or {lve shoot from a kneeling

called a bit whacko right now. 1 don't
know what the cause and effect rela-

“I'm saylng let's stop and take a
look at a program that’s been going
on for 32 years. Things change.”

HO

LCMAN SAID he learned al-,

that children were
safety

‘I believe any parent

ha the right fo feach "R

firearms to his child

but it should not be the

function of the school.”  wmost

— Parent Samuel Hofcman ~ handling flrearms. The

rather than a prone position without
ear or eye protection, The range, he
said, s in the middle of the camp. It
lacks the five feet between shooters
req) by the state licensing agen-
cy and 2 30-foot high barrier above
the target area.

Secondly, Holeman sald, “What is
the cducatlonal value of this activi-
ty? I'm told it's to show the power
and respect for guns, but it's more
like an de-lik

class was mentioned in information
sheets sent home, he said, but not the
fact that the children actually fired

e guns.

He attended a Nov. 15 parents ori-
entation mecting and during the vi-
deo presentation sat next to a parent
whose older chlld had attended the
class in a previous year.

“She said, ‘Wait til! they show the
shooting part,’ " Holeman sald. The
range shootlng was not shown in the
video.

questlon the need for a hands-on ap-
proach to make that impact.”

Holeman felt a trained pollce offi-
cer demonstrating with a  high-
powered gun could better influence
students,

And third, he said, “What Is the
long-term effect on children? From
10 to 13 is the most influential stage
of a child’s development. What stud-
ies have been done?, There are a lot
of people out there that could be

began a qulet campaign
to ellminate the shooting from the
outdoor program. "I began to call
(Superlntendent James) Geisler two
or three times a week without suc-
cess, T was trylog to keep it low-
keyed and not make a three-ring
circus out of it."

On Dec. 23 Gelsler finally ro-
sponded by letter saying be would go
out to the center and evaluate the
program Jan. 18,

"'"We had lo let the schoo! know by

Owner burns over ticket
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He also accused the city of “not
clearing your own walks” within the
mandated 24 houra.

DeWARD HAS dealt with the city
on several lssues, Including the size
of a “for lease” sign used in his win-
dow, and because of his building’s
non-conforming use status and Limit-
ed parking, which has caused prob-
lems In renting out space.

Mayor Richard Tupper read mio-
utes from an early January meeting,
1n which the city council called for
aggressive enforcement” of

espe-

ly called
snow removal in the :ily'l central
business dlstrict "essentlal.”

Clty manager Robert Deadman
defended his staff, saying they do a
“yeoman's job” of removing snow
after storms. He told DeWard that
others had also recelved tickets,

“‘Mr, DeWard does not set the en-
forcement policy of this city,” Dud-
man sald. “1 sympathize with y
but we've gone out and issued Iou of
tickets, lots of ticketa.

*“Quite frankly, we're only golng to
be on the major streets of this clty.
That's the Grand River and Farm-
ington Road corridors.”

SNOW REMOVAL has been an on-
golng issue during Downtown Devel-
opment Authority meetings, where

members are concerned with
keeping the downtown matntalned
properly.

DDA’ executlve director Wendy
Strip Sittsamer sald the concern
about snow removal is twolold: “be-
cause we recently completed the
first phase of streetscape improve-
ments, and because we're really
trying to encourage pedestrian flow
and make downtown & friendly
place,

“There's nothing friendly about
getting your shoes filled with snow.”

Strip Sittsamer has worked for
1% years to try and flnd a contrac-
tor who would work with the DDA on
removing snow from sldewalks, she
said. So far, no luck. .

‘We know the DDA board thinks
this is an important issue,” she add-
ed. "We haven’t closed the book on it
yet.”

Vote decides fate of new school
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voter ballots are available through

held last week by the Friends of
'armington Schools, a parent politi-
cal actlon drew only a

Monday, Jan. 30, at the
Admmmrnlve Cenler, saso00

Increased enroliment at th:me:rl{
elemen level, overcrow: [
meﬂlt:lrtymuury schools and lack
of an elementary school on the dis-
trict's west side are the major rea-
sons the district s going for the bond
Issve.

Three {oformational meetings

handful of Interested residents who
needed information on the Lssue, ac-
cording to school district representa-
tive Pamela O'Malley.

BECAUSE OF the district's retir-
ing bonds, approval would not raise
the district's debt retirement levy
beyond the current 1.2 mills. With
lpprovll. the total debt retirement

1o a taxpayer whose home {a

valued at $150,000 would be po more
.than $90 annually.

The proposal ia the district’s sec-
ond effort to design, bulld and open a
school by fall 1990,

Farmington lost a proposed $27.28
million bond issue Sept. 19, which
would have bullt a new elementary
school and early childhood mur.
and addressed safety concerns and
renovations in each of the d.lsldct:
u:hool biildings.

The September bond Lisue was de-
feated by 218 votes.

Di ps seen
in water

pressure

Flrmlutoo-am mldmtl will

ln ter this month and

ml. as clty of Detxvll wl!.:r em-.
dun;

mrdiu Fnrmlnmn 's publle

services dkvctor Earl Blling, spe-
cific malntenance work will be doce
the weekend of Feb. 4. Resldents
mny experience some discolored wa-

ter once the pumps are turned back
on, he sald.

school

Jan, 11 if Bradley was attendlng,”
Holeman sald. “That would be too
late He then decided to take it to
court with the help of Birmingham
attorney Barry Stelnway,

Lange said Walled Lake adminis-
trators are always willing to review
the curriculum and alter It when
necessary, but by golng (hrough a
process, “but it's not based on one
parent’s displeasure.”

THE OUTDOOR cducatlon pro-
gram was one reason Oakley Park

gun program

School was pamed an exemplary
school by the state last year, she
said. “Our cutdoor educatlon pro-
gram was cited as one of our
strengths,” she sald, "The hands on
sclence approach was highly ac-
claimed.”

Bradley and one other sixth-
grader spent the last few days at
Maple while other classmates were
at Lhe center.

“He has mixed feellngs the day af-
ter," Holcman said, not about his de-
cision, but about his alternate as-

signment. Bradley has been asked to
write 44 one-page reports on toples
that would have been covered at the
center. “They expect In 18 bowrs
he'll wrﬂe 44 rvporu. That's
items an hour. That's a heck of:a
burden.” Holeman safd.

“He'll ftnish It. He'a a !mnper
He's taking It very conscientiously.”

“Isn't it funny? I was talkiog to
people in Dade County, Fla. last
week. There they have a campail
to say "no” to fircarms. Here we've
done a 360 degree turn.” H
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