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Woodman spare that tree!
Touch not a single bough!

- In youth it sheltered me,
and I'll protect it now.

- ~— from G.P. Morrls' poem, “The Oak”

EED FOR a tree protection ordinance in
Farmington Hills becomes guickly ap-
parent when you scan the newest subdi-
visions — and see expensive homes on

shadeless lots.

‘The stark reality of uprooted trees is driven
home as you pass by some of the housing devel-
opments now under way.

That's why the ordinance, enacted last week,
would have been more useful 10 years ago —
before the bullding boom of the mid '80s.

The city is now 80 percent developed. But the
ordinance could stlll help save landmark or ma-
ture trees on remainlng land slated for develop-
ment.

Though thinning in number, tall trees are still
among Farmlngton Hills’ most precious natural
resources.

The tree protection ordinance, effective Feb,
13, requires a city permit to remove or relocate
most varieties of trees. A permit also is required
;o disturb the land within a landmark tree’s drip
line.

PERMITS WILL be issued only i a tree poses
2 safety hazard, is badly diseased or damaged,
Yhreatens utility service, blocks access to a lot or
*absolutely stymies a lot's development.
2 If such an ordinance saves even one mature or
landmark tree from indiscriminate removal bya
developer, it will have served its purpose,
We still don't think the ordinance should apply
fo owners of occupled single-family lots. Not
only is it impossible to monitor private wood
lots, we don't think the city should be in the busi.
ness of Infringing on homeowner rights.

Most landmark or valued mature trees are in
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causes become beggars.
It's repetitious, expensive and degrad-
ing for the Children’s Trust Fund and the
Non-game Wildlife Fund to trot out sob stories in
order to induce taxpayers to keep them going.

In past years, the state income tax form con-
tained a checkoff line. It allowed you to donate
part of your tax refund to those two state pro-
grams, but it was usable only by the 1.5 million
taxpayers entitled to a refund.

This year Lansing is maklng it even easier.

EACH YEAR at tax time, some worthy

Stark reality

Tree protection long overdue

The stark reality of uprooted
trees Is driven home as you pass
by some of the housing
developments now under way.

older developed sections of the city where home-
owners know the fine points of wood-lot man-
agement — and aren’t apt to irresponsibly strip
thelr land.

But at least the ordinance — revised before
adoption — now gives more leeway to homeown-
erson ]arge lots.

At review, we'd encourage the city council to
reconsider applying the ordinance to occupied
single-famlly lots. We'd also encourage it to spe-
cifically address public rights of way and subdi-
vislon open spaces.

BUT MAKE no mistake: the hasis for the ordi-
nance is to alert developers up front, at site plan
submission, that the city wants trees saved, Good
reason must precede bringing in the buzzsaws,

The city has taken the lead by carefully cary-
ing a road through the majestic trees along
Drake, north of 11 Mile. It spent a lot of extra
money — but the money was well spent.

We particutarly like the ordinance provision
that, in many cases, calls for relocating or re-
placing trees removed with city permission.

We also like the provision making each unau-
thorized tree removal a separate offense punish-
able by up to $500 and 90 days in jall. But we
think offenders also should have to replace the
trees.

Let’s not shirk tree protection.

As one Farmington Hills resident bluntly put it
in a letter to the city council:

“The of our city's can-
not be undone by legislative action after the
bulldezer and carth movers have wreaked their
destruction.”

Ny caiises
Don’t make them beg for funds

Each year at tax time, some
worthy causes become beggars.
1t's repetitious, expensive and
degrading for the Children’s
Trust Fund and the Non-game
Wildlife Fund to trot out sob
storles in order to induce

' taxpayers to keep them going.

State Treasurer Robert A. B points to
lines 24 and 25 of the 1988 Michigan Income Tax
Return MI-1040, saying voluntary contributfons
may be designated for either fund by entering
the amount you want to donate. This will elther
increase your tax due or reduce your refund. It
means 4.5 million taxpayers can contribute, That
is supposed to be progress.

¢ TglNGS HAVEN'T been going.-well for the
unds.

The Children's Trust Fund collected $1.7 mil-
lion at its peak (1986) from 200,000 taxpayers.
Last year its take dropped ta $927,000 from
156,000 contributors. .

The Non-game Wildlife Fund received a bit
more than $500,000 from some 89,000 designated
taxpayers.

The gimmick of asking for voluntary contribu-
tions began with the chlldren's fund during the
deep recesslon of '1979-82, We are now In the
seventh year of economic recovery, but still this
fund must beg.

How the fund is administered telis the story. In

., up $7.3 million for Gov.

this area, the Association for Retarded Citizens
(Oakland County) recelved $11,610; Common
Ground (Blrmingham — parenting skills), $8,015;
Childrens Protection Program of Mercy Hospi-
tal, $12,500; Wayne County Intermediate School
District (pregnant teens service), $20,000; YMCA
of Western Wayne County (Inkster — famlly re-
source centers), $22,717; and so on.

The Non-game Wildlife Fund supports pm-
grams for the peregrine falcon, eagles, loons,
timber wolves and other endangered species, and
surveys of bogs, wetlands and prairles.

BIG QUESTION: Are $1 million for the chil-
dren's fund and $500,000 for wildlife enough?
Just the right amount? Too much?

No one makes a rational, collective decision.
What the funds get is determined by how soft-
hearted a taxpayer fecls at the moment he/she
hits lines 24 and 25 of MI-1041,

There's a better way. The state L e,

THE ON-TIME
DERFORMANCE?

Letters, letters, letters: -

pipeline to community -

FROM THE mallbag:

» Farmington Public Schools
fourth grader David Ragland wrote
to say how much he likes Eagle Kte-
mentary School.

It's “one of Mlchlguu s best
schools because all the teachers are
very nice and tell you all you need to
know for your grade,"” he wrote.

David told abeut how his third
grade teacher, Shelly Sokol, “always
has a smile on her face when she
comes In the room each morning"”
and about how hls fourth grade
teacher, Marilyn Schipani, “is nice
and never grumpy.”

The two also run the after-school
sclence club, the Fourth Grade Sci-
ence 0's.

“On-Sunday night, kids hate to go
1o bed, but some of Eagle’s kids are
excited to go to bed because they are
locking forward to going to school

uu lhey have so much fun,” Da-

“l enJuy Eagle a great deal,” he
concluded.
Inmy mind, D:Md s

gestlon he made Jan. 23 after Mayor
Terry Sever announced a planning
commisslon vacancy.

“It's just that in the case of the
planning commisslon, this would
prevent the mayor from picking
ple who would only favor his or her
oplnlam," Kielpinski wrote.

“The commission holds a lot of
p:wur — power which should not be

Klelplnskl ‘s thought 1s

about what was golng on te vote.
¥'d be more apt to consider a'

rogees i

change In the selection
that percentage was doubled or
tripled. A representative vote would .

be more likely then.

® Letters I receive come in vari-
ous forms — typed, handwrilten,
scrawled. "

Some are Informative. Others are

colightening. A few are downright .

nasty,

Sometimes, I even get a compli-
mentary letter, thanking us for ex-
tendlng a helping hand. *

James Macy, Food Bank of Oak-*
land County dlrector, wrote just such
aletter: )

"“Gogl bless the Obscrvcr & Eccen- ",
trle and lts readers.

In some communities, for example,
library board and parks commilssion
members

are elected,
. Electing planning commissioners,
who wield the most power after
council Indeed wmight re-

about the best endorsement a uhonl
could get.

® Councll watcher Vernon Klel-

pinski of Farmington Hills wrote to

clarlfy why he thinks the planning

commlsslon should be elected, a sug-
\

move even the appearance of a eon-
flict or favoritism when filling com-
ion scats.

My prime rescrvation is the lousy
turnouts in city elections, In the last
two such elections, only 14 percent
of those reglsiered cared enough

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must bs signed, original copies and include the address and telephone num-
ber of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication only for sufficient reason,

“Your parti In our annual
appeal {s a great source of insplra- ©
tion to the thousands of volunteers .
who give their time and energy, the |
very stuff of thelr llves, In an effort ™
to provide food to the needy, N

“Each yesr, the generous response |
of your readers continues to grow.
The people of Qakland Caunty do in-
deed desire to reach out and provid
for their own.”

Macy's words gave me a s
sense of pride in the county I call -
home. .

We reserye the right to edit them. Send letters to Readers’ Forum, Farmington Ob-

server, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024, ~

by many white people.

Columnwas  Mpmrierne @ emn Valvona has

li ht N n your position will Influence the ’ d bI

thinking of some narrow-thinking

en g eni g people In our society. served a y

‘Thanks agaln for belng Indignant

To the editor: and more than that expressing your  Té the editor:

This is in reference to Catherine  Indignation, ‘The abscace from the Farmington
s S e o s Dyt [Pt ot et
Fecentric, dated Thursday, Dee. 26, . FArmisglon  pers s indeed a loss for the entire

nen sad, angry and uplifted as I : '-‘ll‘s;i vat ‘i
rcad about the unpleasant experis nce Valvona was a source of in-
ence that you encountered when you Move Walk formation for the right of other
stopped for lunch at Livonla Mall, members of the commisslon because

¥am a black middle-aged “buman f af t of hls expertise in developing raw
belng” who shops and attends e | O SATETY land Into the stulf of which viliages,
movies, on a regular basis, at the towns and clties are, in f2ct, formed.

Y To the editor: 1 may speak for all of us who have

lt shakes me vp to think that when
I walk into & restaurant, department
store or bookstore, the person that Is.
belng pald a salary to serve the pub-
lic may “eringe” at the thought of
waiting on me.

[ am a 14-year resident of the city
of Farmington. I could write a book
about the insensitlve and gnorant
remarks that bave been made to me
nvu u:m many years.

composed of 148 more or less rational souls,
should find money in the budget for these pro-
grams If it agrees they are worthy causes,

No money? Nonsense. In a year of a supposed-
1y “tight” budget, the Legislaturo in 1988 scraped

Neighborhood Builders Alliance; a system of
grants to groups to I their
neighborhoods. That $7.3 millionwas almost five
times as much as the Children’s Trust Fund and
Non-game Wildlife Fund received through beg-
ging.

We won't be so mean-spirited as to say “don't
give to these funds.” We think it would be-better,
however, for you to write your local state repre-
sentative and State senator and tell them to
make money available in the budget to stop child
abuse and save’ wild animals rather than to pam
the buck by making them beg.

James Blanchard’s®

p g (at times) to know
lhnl ju:l because of your skin color
you are repulsive to some people and
some people actually “hate” you and
(hink that you are inferjor to them.
Faay “at times” I feel depressed,
but most of the time 1 think “how
Ignorant and pitiful you are.”
I'm’glad that you have a forum
(the Observer & Eccentric) whereby
you can cxpress an enlightening

. opinion on race relations that Is rud

Stave Barnlby managing editor
. Dick Isham general manager

Fred Wright circulation manage

Rich Perliberg assistant managing editdr

When walking on the sidewalk
south of Grand River from Chatham
Hills Apartments to the Grand Riv-
er-Halsted Plara, there i a very
dangerous 50 feet, which 18 in hvul
of the Jamestown Apartments,

This stretch of sidewalk borders
on Grand River where cars travel
very (ast and anyone walking is In
great danger,

I hope that this short streich of
sldewalk could be moved over to be

,in line with the rest of the sidewalk

*In thls area before someane is ud-
ously injured,

Another improvement that could
be made would be a blke path on
om Road since many people

bike and jog there.
John C. Baw,
Farmiogton

served with Vince Valyona in saying
that we arc disappointed that his
name is not to be among those read
when the mayor offers hls reappolnt-
ments.

Vince has dared to be outspoken
without blas or prejudice toward nny
proponent when It was necessary to
give his respected input. » .

He has answered the developers
on thelr own turf,

He has acted always with integrity
and openness.

His prtsence on the buﬂd.lng au-
thority notwithstandlng, Vince's con-
siderable knowiedge and his genuine
willingness to serve on the planning
commission has given us all the ex-
peciation that he would be with us
for another three-year term.

Joanne E. Smlith,
Farmicgton Hills
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