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A NAME is We oW,
Something that glves us a spednl
Identity, Something no one can take
away.

But, alas, mine s gone.

oo It was snatehed from me by the
faceless bureaucrats In the treasury
department In Lansing. Ves, our
youthiul state Bob Bow-

You see, my husband
and | have different
last names, as do many
couples today.

man and his staff have fallen behind
the times, even more 8o than the
tradltional, white-bearded Uncle
Sam ~ who boasts an even larger
bureaueratic family,

We've come to label It the “Lans-
ing name game” in our house.

You see, my husband and I have

different last names, as do many
couples today. Yes, stubborn me In-
sisted on making a “statement”
when we got married. It's one I still
belleve in strongly,

UNCLE SAM has no trouble han-

dling this sltuation on a joint Income
tax returm, but our state treasury
people do:

® Two years ago, they labeled me
“Casey Crawford” on the refund. My
last name was gone, replaced by my

husband's, although not at my re-
quest.

® Last year — after sending a de-
talted explanation — I was “C.M.
Hans.” Better, I thought.

® We recently got 1988 forms,
which address me as “Hans Craw-
ford.”" Now I've lost my first name,
Hopefully, thls Is not a sign of prob-
lems In the year to come.

15 THIS a lost cause? When ques-
tioned, staffers in Lansing explained
that new information is fed Into
computers each year as returns are
sent in. There’s no “master list.”

Tasey

They don't slmply enter a Social Se
curity number and use previous in-
formatlon, Incredible,

‘There [s really rothing anyone can
do to stralghten out such a mess, one
sald. “Why do you have different
names?” another asked. State treas-
ury employees must fit “many let-
ters Into a limited space,” was the
excuse glven for the mistake,

It's a mistake that Is easily cor-
rected, but someone in Lansing just
doesn't agree with our choice of
names and, 80, docs what they please
in a traditional velp.

I'LL ANSWER to just about any-
thing anymore, without upset. Much
of my mall comes addressed to
“Mr.” because my first name could
be efther male or female. No prob-
lem. Many friends use the tradition.
al “Mr. and Mrs.” when addressing
cards and letters. I can accept that.

But when filing a legal document,
1 insist on using my legal name.

Take that and stick it in your
treasury flles, Mr, Bowman. And
make it stick permancnlly, please.

Casey Hans is a staff umzcr!of
the Farmington Observer.

New super weapons
endanger innocents

AL CAPONE wasu't done in by a
gun. His downfall came at the hands
of an accountant.

‘That bothers some police offlcers.
But Instead of annmoying them, It
should be a lesson heeded by the sub-
urban police departments, which are
demanding, and getting, the funds to
carry the ultra-lethal, 16-round
seml-automatic handguns.

So far, communities as diverse as
Beverly Hills, Southfleld, Canton
Townshlp and Blrmingham have
equipped thelr police officera with
the 9 mm weapons that can spray an
area full of lead quicker than you
cnn count to three.

'ONIA VOTED rccently to
spend $80,000 on them,

Purcheslng semi-automatic weap-
ons for general police use is a waste
of money and dangerous to the gen-
eral publle and police officers.

Contrary to common oplnien,
being {nvolved In a gunfight is a
thinking person's predicament — at
least for those who want to survive.
Wasting ammunition is no way to sce
tomorrow.

My father wore the police blue for
25 years. Scveral times, the gricf of
a family whose t was killed in
the line of duty was brought close to
home as oze cor snother of my fa-
ther's colleagues was murdered.

Steve
Barnaby

In cach of those cases, the t;
weapon the offlcer carried wouldn't
have changed the outcome.

SOME POLICE have taken to the
idea that since the drug dealers and
addicts are armed with automatic
and semi-automatic weapons, 50
should they.

But the logle falters. Cops aren't
crooks, Thelr reason for carrying a
weapon s entirely different from
that of the local drug czar.

Like the thugs of the prohibltion
era, the modern-day 's rea-
son for carrying a weapon s to kil
and to do it in 2 wanton manner.

The number-one reason that police

a weapan Is to protect the pub-
Ue, Secondly, they carry a weapon to
protect themselves.

Police officers who carry weapons
for any other reason than defense
shouldn't be police officers at all.
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Escalating the weapons race on the
street only serves to endanger the
public,

EVEN THE popular .357-caliber
Magnum, popularized by Dirty Har-
1y movies, and fssned by many
lce departments today, ts more fire-
power than needed for an officer on
the hest.

After all, blowing a hole through
an engine block hardly is necessary
to incapacitate a criminal,

These who know weapons realize
that a .38-caliber service revolver is
plenty of fire pawer to fulflil a po-
lice officer’s duty,

Spraying 16 rounds in the general
arca of a target wil! only serve to
malm or kil some Innocent bystand-
er.

The best protection an officer has
is accuracy. And that takes practice.
One well-placed shot will do the job
just fine. Even In the milltary, sol-
dlers are taught to be accurate, to
conserve ammunition by flring one
round at a time.

Good, sound police work catches

Weapons are secondary to
that job, Just l.sk the accountant who
put away Al Capone.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the 12 Obserner & Freon-
tric Newspapers.
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Probe pornography’s

ties to mind of Bundy

THE TOP OF the newspaper told
of the final moments of Ted Bundy, a
disturblngly normal-appearing man
‘who was executed In Florida, He was
convicted of killlng a 12-year-old
gir] and two Florida State coeds. He
Is thought to have killed maybe 30
more women.

His story has been told many
times and he was the subject of a
television movie. His execution was
long scught by many lawmen. Sever-
al Florida residents rejolced at hla
death with crude jokes and jeers. A
radlo station asked citizens not to
use clectric applinnces that morning
80 that there would be more julee to
{lnlsh off Bundy.

It was a clreus-like atmosphere.
Such reactions to a man's calculated
death got my lberal knee to jerk
wildly. So this Is what L. Brooks
Patterson waants, I steamed, Is this
demeaning behavior all that’s unex-
pected If the state coldly executes
oneof its own?

But my thoughts cooled before my
knee stilled. Patterson, the former
Oakland County prosecutor who
campaigned vigorously for the death
penalty, and other capital punish.
ment advocates don't promote unci-
villzed behavior at executions. It's
uniair to judge thewr positon by the
actions of the crude.

BESIDES, AN adjolning story
brought home the difficulty of black-
and-white positions on mast contro-
versial Issues.

The story was actually the tran-
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script of a conversation between
Bundy and a psychlotrist the night
before Bundy dled. During the dia-
logue, Bundy strongly implied that
pornography — particularly pornog-
raphy that glorifies violence agalnst
women — provoked the evil (“erys-
tallized” was the word he used) that
resulted In the abduetion, rape and
murder of 50 many women.

The story must be takea with a
grain of salt, The Interviewer, Dr.

James Dobson, once served on the

president’s councll on pornography
and his view toward the subject may
have influenced Bundy's response.
Even near death, Bundy’s scll-inter.
est might have been reason enough
to choose pictures and words as con-
venlent scapegoats for his mur.
derous life.

Still, a defender of the First
Amcndment and a {oe of censorship
has perhaps his toughest days whcn
be prutects the rights of hard-core,
women-hating pornography.

I STILL remember the day Isat in
the office of a Methodlst church
where three respectable women
hauled out magazine after magazine
of disgusting magazines that were

s0ld in one of my kometown's best-
known and best-regarded stares. N

They wanted to boycott the store
and they meny people
would not understand. They did not
condone the Playboys {or even the
Sports Ilustrated swimsuit fasues),
but they wanted people to know that
thelr targets were far worse than
pinups for college dorm rooms. B

They were right. Most of us, I sus- |
pect, are unaware of the content of
some of these magazines. In plcture
and deed these publications not only
humlllate women, but they encour-
age (at least through fantasies)
harmful and brutal behavior.

Even worse, the publications often !,
indicate that women, whko might at
flrst resist, actually want their men

tations for rape and mayhem.

These women argued that pornog- *
raphy was not a First Amendment -
issue, but rather a civil rights fssne, |
‘They sald magazines depicting ximi-
lar treatment of blacks or Jews or
any other minority would never be
tolerated in a decent town or a de-
cent place of buxiness. Why, they
asked, were women treated any dif-
ferently?

It's & good question. Perhaps part
of the answer died with Ted Bandy.

Rich Periberg iz the assistant |
managing cditor in charge of .,
Oakland County editions at the
Observer & Eccentric Newspo-
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