‘One of us’ to change Democratic Party

By TIm Richard
alaff wrlter

Tom Lewand will make two
changes now that he (s Democratle
state chalrman.

Onr wilt be tn hire an czeemtive
director to manage day-to-gay afe
fairs.

The other Is “to Invelve more
young people in this party — as
Ronald Reagan and George Bush
have (on the Republican s'de).”

Lewand, 42, of Bloomfield Town-
ship- Sunday was elected to a two-
year term as head of Michigan's ma-
Jority party. A longtime assoclate of
Gov. James J. Blanchard, Lewand
will bring an Oakland County style
Into the operatlon.

THE OAKLAND style Is to have a
part-time policy-making chair and a
detall persan as exccutive director.

“Tom wilt be a catalyst to do
things,” sald Larry Deltch, a Bir-
mingham attorney and party treas-
urer the last two years.

“The Oskland County Democratic
Party s a fine organlzation, a model
for anything.” Dem:h sald. “And
Tom's one of us.”

“It works very well," said current
two-term D

‘It’s our responsibility -
to convey their
messuge to our youlh,
They should be
motivated by the same
sense of justice and
fair play that brought
me into the
Democralic Party in
the 1860s."
— Tom Lewand
Democratic state chair

tlon we will get a full-time chair-
man. His law practice wlli he scaled
down.”

Lewand, a former Oakland County
commissioner and 1980 county exec-
utive candidate, made a polnt of his
ability to Juggle seversl Joba at once.
Az 3 Jaw student, he aid he adited
the law review, had a fambly and
managed Sen. Carl Levin's first
campalgn for the Detroit Clty Coun-
ell.

THERE'S NO job description yet,
and no pay scale, for elther the new
chair or executlve director.

“The jobs pay in the $60s (thou-
sands) now. All that's going to
change,” Lewand said in an inter-
view [n a Cobo Hall corridor. He said
he expected to be paid fess than re-
tiring chair Rick Wiener, 41, of
Lansing.

Marya Sleminskt, Wiener's chief
aide, has left nmi today Is scheduled

*The chair and elected officers es-
tablish the polley and goals and di-
rectlon. My job was to make those
things happen.”

Added Mary Ryan Taras, former
cnunly Democratic chalr and a Bir-

Louis Mlller of Franklln. “It aliows
the chalr to step in and pull ail the
pieces together. There Is more free.
dom on the part of the chalr to pro-
mote unlversal Democratic Inter-
ests.”

KAY PENNER, former executive
director in Oakland and now chlef of
staff In Blanchard's labor depart-
ment, said:

hlgh school teacher:

I would talk to Kay two or three
times a day. [ made the contacts
with the officers and candldates. Her
Job was putting it together and caus-
ing it to happen.

“And you have to like people. I
wanted people to fee] they were glad
they had called {party headquarters).
They need to be treated well.”

Penner was a high school English
teacher who left education to ratse

Dems pick their
district officers

Michigan Democrats elected local
party leaders, as well as a state
chairman, durlng thelr weckend con-
vention In Detroit. Here are Observ-
er & Eccentrle-area officers by con-
gresslonal distrlct:

14TH DISTRICT

The district is malnly in Macomb
County and stretches to the south-
east corner of Troy.

Gaylen McDonald of Troy was
elected to the Democratle State Cen-
tral Commlttee. Charles Henry of
Troy was elected to the district ex-
ecutive committee,

District chair (s Joyce Whllc
Laloade of East Detralt.

17TH DISTRICT

Chalr, Dan Paletko, Dearborn
Helghts councjlman. Vice chair,
Vicki Goldbaum, Southtleld council-
woman. Recording secretary, Karen
White. Wayne County second and
third vice chairs, Freman Hendrix of
Detroit and Gerry Gajewski of Red-
ford. Oakland County second and
third vice chairs, Shella Pollack of

Huntlngton Woods and Don Falken-
bury of Royal Oak.

Democratic State Central Com-
mittee members (10): John Dewan of

* Madison Heights, Sam McKnight of

Royal Oak, Barry Lepler of Hunting-
ton Woods, Ed Plaweckl of Dearborn
Helghts, Larry Lewis of Detroit,
Dorothy Mitk of Berkley, Martha
Kinney of Pleasant Ridge, Arrissie
Evans of Southfield, Grace Hampton
of Inkster and Catherine Starks of
Detrolt.

18TH DISTRICT

Chalr, Don Tucker, Birminghamn.

Oskland vice chalr, Gerald Freed-

man of Farmlington Hills. Recording
secretary, Aldo Vagnozzi of Farm-
Ington Hllls. Corresponding secre-
tary, Nejla Pomeranz of Troy.

Democratic State Central -Com-
wittee {Oakiand only): Don Lindem-
ier of Northville, Roger Winkelman
of West Bloomfield, Duanc
LaMorcaux of Unlon lake, Linda
Lash of Rochester, B.J. Griffin of
Auburn Hllls, Kelly Allen of Blr-
mingham and Viekl Barnett of
Farmington Hills.

Démocratic quotes

What they sald at the Demo-
cratic State C Sunday

Wayne County Executive Ed

in Detroit's Cobo Hall:

US, Sen. Carl Levin, describlng
F;mldeut Gecrge Bush's Inaugura-
tion:

“The limouslines, the diamonds,
the Republicans.”

etiring Democratic state chair
Rick Wiener, on what he'll do next:

“I'm going to take my kid to Dis-
ney World.”

Wiener, on his job prospects:

“I'll 1et you know in 60 days.”

Wiener, on his three terms as par-
ty chair:

“The best slx years of my ltfe.”

Arthor Featherstone, a black who
was nominated to run agalnst Tom
Lewand for state chair but dropped
out before a vote could be taken,
complalning about party leaders’
fallure to consult black Detroiters
while englneering Lewand’s election:

"Planuuun polities . . . smoke-
filled rool

, after p the pub-
lic a new jali, a new golf course and
a cleanup of the Rouge River, found
only one of his pledges applauded by
Democratle State Conventlon dele-
gates:

“A new day care center {or county
employees.”

Chair-elect Tom Lewand, on the
task facing governmental officials in
the 1980s: -

“How do we balance the ideals of
Rocsevelt and Reuther, King and
Kennedy with the tight budgets lhat
have been forced onus, . 7
crats den't have to be ‘big :pendnrs'
tobeblg achlevers.”

Attorney .General Frank Kelley,
addressing the convention:

“We have a vice president who
thinks the Declaration of Independ.
ence [s telling his dad he’s taking the
keys to the famlly car tonight.”

OU, hospital
in new Iab deal

QOakland University wlll pay
$100,000 to Ford Hospital for a  facti
Ities use agreement and to help sup-
port the establishment of a neuro-
magnetism laboratory. OU phyaics
faculty and some students would
have access to the Iab for research.

The OU Board of Trustees ap-
proved the one-time payment Jan.
11, Total cost of the facility will be
more than $800,000.

University officials sald the agree.

ment continues a collaboration with
Foed Hospltal. Already the agree-

ment has provided nppert for elght‘

QU doctoral mduu assistants
medicat

The bmplm has made laborator-
ies with several million dollars in
equipment available to facully and
students,

mmmunemm labo-
tory will be added to existing fa-
cilities (a the Depmment of Neurol-

LA
The relatively new fleld of neuto-
mlgneu:m 13 sald to show promlse
in clinical dlagnosls and for baslc re-

search in the neurosciences.
OU officlals aay Ford wlil gain the

ments and Instrumentation avallable
from OU faculty.

Faculty and graduate students
will galn access to & neuromagne-
tism laboratory that the university

. could never hope to establish on lts

own. R
TRUSTEES WERE were told the

hespital and university benelit from
be collaborations. )

the co

children and later found tcaching
Jobs gone when she trled to return.

SOME DEMOCRATS, used to full-
time executives, raised cyebrows at
the notion of having a part-time par-
ty chair,

Treasurer Deltch had no qualms:
“ff { know Tom, he'll end up doing
two jobs full time."

Frank Garrlson, president of the
state AFL-CIQ, sought to pacify the
labor caucus before the convention.
As tabor leaders walted 10 minutes
for Lewand to arrive and speak,
Garrison said:

"I've known Tom Lewand a good
many years. This guy doesn’t know
what part time is. There's no ques-

tobe inted to a new $50,000 post
as fiscal adviser to the Wayne Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners.

On an Interim basis, the chief staff
person In the old brick house on
Townsend Strect in Lansing Is Ann
Beser, but Lewand said, “She doesn’t
want to stay. I offered her a chance
to stay on.

“She’s a true executive. She could
run many organizations. She’s good
wlth people, good in polltics.”

THE STAFF job may be extreme-
ty demanding.

Bryan Amann, 31, an asslstant to
Wayne County executive Ed
McNamara, said he had been ap-
proached by Lewand about the Job,
but wasn't Interested because of the
long hours required. “I have two
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The Oakland
Democratic
mansgement system .
‘works very well, It
allows the chair to step . '
in and puli all the B
pieces together. There
is more freedom on the
part of the chair to
promole universal
Democralic interests.” -
— Lovis Miller *
Oakland Democratic chair

young children," said Amani

Amann of Wayne chalrs the 15th
Congressional Distrlct party organi-
zatlon. For McNamara, he handles
criminal justice programs. Previous-
ly. he was a.deputy to Wayne County
clerk James Klfleen and ran Sheriff
Robert Ficano's unsuccessful cam-
paign for executive.

Wlener, whose relationship with
Blanchard appeared to have cooled
alter six years, campaigned for the
natlonal chalrmanship of the Demo-
cratle Party but withdrew last week
when he saw he couldn't get the
votes,

AFTER PAYING homage to labor
and civll rights leaders in his accept-

08 0MEYSUN 1240 -

ance speech, Lewand departed from |
his text to touch on hls youth theme. -

He introduced a high school stu-
dent whom he recruited to serve on &

on making the
Ic Party more appealing to students. :

“It's our responsibllity to convey ;
their message to our youth. They -
shouid be motivated by the same
sense of fustice and falr play that-,
brought me [nto the Democratic -
Party In the 1960s," Lewand said.

The theme was applauded by the .
16th District chalr, Birmingham at-
torney Don Tucker. He sald young
people should be motlvated by the ©
Democratlc ideal of public service
rather than the Republican ideal of
private profit.
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