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‘Triangle’ g!ves other side of war

Two comedies and an unusual
Vietnam war mavia highlight thia
Wigk's to your 1At mar-
quee. Well-known stars appear In all
three as the spring film season galns
momentum.

‘There bave been 80 many Vietnam
war movies that they now form a
special fllm category sufficiently
large, and books and articles are
being written about them.

Far the most part, these films aro
“Rambo/MIA"” blood and thunder
eples which subconscionaly try to ex-
plain away the war or the “Full-Met-
al Jacket/Hamburger Hills" “war is
bell” variely. Some exceptions are
films, suck as “Platoon,” which
project a moving porirait of war's
tragedy and “Coming Home's” sensi-
tive handling of veterans’ problems,

Set in a corner of the Ho Chi Min
trall, “The Tron Trianzle” (R) (B) isa
graphically brutal {ilm based on the
diary of a Viet Cong soldler, The sto-
ry is narrated by Ametican Captain
Keene (Beau Bridges) and the cast

Includes Haing Ngor who won an Os-
car for role “The Killing
Flelds.”

Paullna Porizkova -plays
accused muderous Nina
lonesco in Warner Bros.'
comedy-thriller “Her AlibL.”

ihe movies

the war through the eyes of Ho
(James Ishida), Both he and Keene
Lave thelr reasons for belng soldlers
— the latter because his country
called and 17-year-old Ho t.hlnks he's
helping his peop)e regain their pride
and thelr land.

But war chunxu people and no
one is left untouched. ugh unu-
mml clrtumsmm:es, which to some

both Ho and

Grading the movies

1t's cleverly done as Selleck voices
over the cxplolts of Blackwood's
hero white Sellack.

A+ Topmarks - sura o pleasa

himself uurnblu through numerous

A Closa behind - excefient

A- Stiltin running for top honors

B+ Pralty good sluff, not perfect

B Good

But the quick shifts
{from comedy ~ some of it overly
broad — to suspense and back again
is poorl; ced, Ms. Porizkova is
lovely, but Selleck’s bandsome
visage and super-elficient “Magnum
P.L" persona make It difficult to be-
Ueve all this iumt:‘lng around.

B- Good but notablo

€+ Justacut above average

C  Medocro

C- Notsohotand siipping fast

slick and there's a zaod deal of fun to
be bad.

“Who's Harry Crumb?” (PG-13)
(D+) 85 minutes. It's John Candy
playing a blg, bumbilng inept private
lng to solve a kidnap-

D+ The very bost of the poor stuft

chne hnve an opportunity to kill the
other, but a meeting of their eyes
stops u:e lﬂgger finger cach time.

D' Poor

D- [Itdoesntget muchworse

ping. He wants to be a master of dis-
ulse, to be clever, to be & great de-
tective, He wants to be funny. He re-
ally tries, but he just doesn’t make it.
The major problem {s that Candy

While are not be-
yond bellcl. the story sulfers by not
uplnlning why, even when Ho asks
Keene why.

In the end, no matter {rom whose
viewpoipt the Vietnam story s told,
war is brutal and depersonallziog —
and getting worse all the time, “The
Iron Triangle” demonstrates that
death is no lcuxcr an emotional, per-
smnl mural tragedy.

our cynical, violent times,
dcnun of other human belngs has be-
come fust anather political act — an
act which only stimulntes outrage
and retribution If the “other guys”
do it. But If our gide, which ever one
that Is, murders, it's OK. Reviewed
by Kathy Guyor.

This week’s two new comedies
feature & roster of well-known per-
formers. “Her Alibi” (PG) (B-) 90
minutes, represents that latest slick,
high-concept fllm that entertalns but
doesn't quite make it on the all-time
M

early producer Kelth Barish
(“Sophiu Chol:e " "Wn Weeks" and
“The t and the Ralnbow™), flg-
ures he's worked in every genre and
it's time to mix them all together,
‘While the {dea of a spy-detective-de-
fectors-on-the-lam-writer's  block-

VIDEO VIEWING

F Trlyawlul

Z  RAeserved for the colossally bad

¢ Noadvanced screening

comedy-murder-mystery Is unusual,
Barish and director Bruce Beresford
(“Tender Mercles”) come clase, but
don't qulte pull it off,

Detective novel writer Philllp
Blackwood (Tom Selleck) hasn't been
productive since his wife left him
and his carcer is sulfering despite
editor Sam Dusea's (Willlam Dan-
fcls) help. Arthur Miller’s sister,
Joan Copeland, appcans in a peat
cameo as Mrs.

But nothing munh helps Black-
wood until inspiration strikes in the
lovely form of pollce prisoner Nina
Ionescu (Pauline Porizkova) who Is
being arralgned for murder. Strick-
en by her beauty, Blackwood pro-
vides an alibi and she is released,

Susplelous police Lt. Frank Polito
{James Farentino) compllcates mat-
ters as does Romanlan agent Troppa
(Hurd Hatfleld) and others hovering
around poor Mr. Blac] and his
lovelorn writer's block.

By Dan Qresnbarg
speocial writer

The latest entertainment block-
buster or an old movie favorite —
that's what we pormally pull off the
video shop shelves. Scldom do we

and an iuspiriay tealimony lo man's
Bpirit.

One such example is the dlrector
of a Shanghal music conservatory
who suffered during the Cultura)

“The Weavers” who spoke out for
the environment and for the poor
and oppressed.

“Wasn't That a Time!" chronlcles
thelr as well as thelr

His graphlc of
llle ina closcl and other terrors of
the strength

successes and concludes with thelr
1980 Carnegle Hall con-

think of as
Ing 80 you may be surprised to learn
there'’s lots of cxcellent entertain-
ment in that section.

Travelogues may not seem entie-
ing unless you're planning a trip to
exotlc Isles, but the filmed record of

and [nspiring testimony to the
strength and courage of the human
splrit.

“From Mao to Mozart
Stern in China” (G-rated, 84 mlnntu)
won the 1981 Oscar for best feature.
length documentary and traces
world-famous concert violinlst
Stern’s trip with planist David Golub
who uppean in concert, in master
classes and in travel with St:rn.

The first full-length

:fd u.;oumgo buman belngs are capa-
e of,

THE POINT here i3 well taken
that music — and by extenslon of all
of the arts — can sustaln us in trying

0.
Seldom-seen vicws of China,
Stern's superb playing, and his ebul-
lient, cherubic persona create a hap-
Py 1% hours for your home screen.

In the same good spirit, “The

Weavers: Wasn't That a Time!” (PG,
1982, 78 minutes) is a musical docu-

mentary recording that folk group’s
rise and fall ngalnst the background
of McCarthy-era America,

Pete Secger, Lee Hays, Ronnle
Gilbert and Fred Hellerman as “The
‘Weavers” were responsible for popu-
laridng folk music In post-World
War I America, in particular thelr

of Irene”

film shot in China after the Cultural
Revolution, *“From Mao to Mozart”
Is a fine tribute to Stern’s virtuosity

and “This Land Is My Land.”
But those years trembled to Sena-
tor McCarthy’s demagoguery and no

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

cert.

Arlo Guthrie, Holly Near, Don
‘McLean and Peter, Paul and Mary
appear in song and in tribute to “The
Weavers,” mu!ylng 10 thelr great

good b and their tremen-

dau: ‘muslcal insplﬂuon to perform.
ers everywhere,

DESPITE the oppression of ‘the
Chinese Cultural Revolution and the
antl-communist hysteria of America
40 years ago, the human splrit rises
In foyful song. As Carl Sandburg
noted, “When I hear America sing-
ing, the Weavers are there,”

Wasn't That a Wonderful Time!" ~
are two mustcal documentaries that
will amuse, entertaln and warm
your hearts with their good splrits.

But more important, they testify
to that marvelous capacity that we
al} possess, our ability to struggle, to
survive and to love.

AFTERNOON FILM THEATER, De-
trolt Institote of Arts, Detroit. Call 832-
2130 for informatlon.

“Kameradschail” (1931), 1 pm. Feb. 7-

DETROIT FILM THEATER, Detrolt
Institate of Arts, Detroit. Call 832-2730
for information. .

“Wormen on the Verge of a Nervous
Breakdown" (1988), 7 and 9:30 pan. Feb.
10-11 and 8, 7 and § p.m. Fed, 12, Spanish
director Pedro Almodovar i3 bot, hot, bot
right now and this comedy of contempo-
Tary sexual manners is sald to be his best
yet.

DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, Detroit
Public Lidberary, 201 Woodward, Detrait.
Call B33-4048. (4 at tho door. DFS
memberships available)

“Cagablanca™ (1843) with “It Happeoed
One Nlm" (1934) at 7 p.m. Feb. 10-11.

“CB” I, of course, the boeroe” of
the oat bran generation, while “Jt Hap-

mmhlﬂjmbylppuﬂuﬂmm
an andersd! :

HENRY FORD u-
BRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.
Call 943-2330.

*“The Legendary West" (1876), 7 pm.
Feb. 6, with “When the West Was Young”
(1933). The documentary “Legendary
West” reveals the truth behind the myth
of the Wild West. “Young™ with Ran-

dotph Scott, is a prime example of Holly.
wood's western myth-making.
OAKLAND UNIVERSBITY,

Cloematbeque, 201 Dodge Hall, Roches-
ter, Call 370-2020. ($1 all seats))

*The 400 Blows” (1959) 7 pm. Feb. 11
Freach dlrector Francols Traffaut’s fun-
ny, tragic masterploce about a neglected
1ittle boy runaing wild Ia Paris.

'TELE-ARTS, 1840 Woodward, Detrolt.
Films shown Wedneaday through Sanday,
Call #63-3918 for full schodule informa.
Uon. ($2 matines, stodests and penior citi-
zens, $3.50 reqular.)

“Cauablanca™ (1943). Qlittering eve-

fronds,

quest {or the perfect noodle.

OF MICHIGAN-ANN
ARBOR: A select llsting of showings by
campus film socletles. Locations: Audtio-
rium A, Angell Hall, 435 & State; Modern
Language Building, 812 E. Washington;
Natura] Science Auditoriom, 830 N, Ucl-
;eﬂlty; and HIN Street Cinema, 1429 Rl

it

“Ashes and Embers” (1983), 7 p.m.
Feb. 7, Angell Hall. With “No Vietoameso
Ever Called Me Nigger” {1982) at 9 pm.
“Vietnamese,” & documentary by David
Loeb Weiss, chronicles black American
opposition to the Vietnam war, ($2.50 sin-
gle, $3.50 double feature.}

“WId Strawberries” (1957) 7 and 10:30
pm. Feb. 10, MLB. With “Smiles of &
Summer Night" (195%) at 8:40 pm. Two
of Swedlsh master Ingmar Bergman's
best. “Strawberries” i» & haunting

*Christmas Carol” ke tale of an :maly
,docwﬂ splritual repewal, “Smiles’
wistful romantic farce about the l'-

olha Dlrnpun refogess wandered cato

‘Tmpow" {1987) Celedrated comedy
by 3 flimmaker Joro Itami,
lbunt an ambilious restacrant owver's

of a grovp of lov-
or3. ($2.50 all seats)

“Hellraiser” (1987) 7 and § p.m. Peb,
10, MLB 3. Best.pelling horror aathor
Clive Barker wrote and directod this ex-
cllingly original gore-fest about & wornan
‘who kills to bring ber lover back to lifs.
($2.60 all seats)

isn't Clouscau, but ho tries
the gnp anyways. Peter Scilers with

Beau Bridges plays Captain
Keene, an American infantry

a thin black he and French
nccem was lkeable and humorous,
John Candy’s bright red hatr and
good old boy accent don’t have the
same appeal.

Peter Sellers’ was brilllant. Jokn
Candy trles hard but his timing and
performance fall short,

One bright spat is Annle Polts as
the sexy, conniving, money hungry
stepmother of the kidnapped girl,
Jennifer (Renee Cloeman). With her
tennls pro boyiriend, Potts tries to
kill her husband in order to inherit
his money before he glves it to the

for sur-
vival In Vietnam saga “The
Iron Triangle.”

Jennlfer's younger sister,
(Shawnece Smith) s another brlght
spot as she befriends Harry and be-
comes his sidekick. She and Polts
are good, but not good enough to help
this film.

As Horry notes, “I'm my own
crumb; I'm not like the others.” He's
right, the others are funny. Re-
viewed by Kathy Guyor,

“The Accldentlal Tourlst” (C+)
(PG} 120 minutes,

Stow-paced f; nmny melodrama.

"thbu" {A+) (PG-13) 120 mln-

A

.-t H

Belte Midler and Barbara ller-’-'

shey in fine show of {riendship.

"(.‘..ud': Play" (B-) {R). Horror ato- 3

Ty atont po«puni doll given as a
blrthday present,

“Crossing Delnncy" (A) (PG) 95
minutes. A llberated, young New .
York gnl, but grandma has Old~
World idcas.

“Dangerous Lintsons” (Ck) (R)
115 minutes.

Even lush images and good acting’
can'’t overcome the non—clnemnu
quallty of this boring story of pre-
Revolutionary French decadence,

“Deepstar Six” (*) (R)

Underwater allens. ,

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” (B+) ..
(PG) 100 minutes. Super-silck con. 2
mea on the Rlvlera are lots of fun,
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“I'm Gonna Get You Socka” (C+)'-
(R) 65 minutes. Slow-paced satire ofam
B-movles from the black polnt ol'.:

view,

“The January Man” (B) (R) 95
minutes,

Cliched but slick detective slory
with hig-name cast.

“The Land Before Time" (A) (G)
75 minutes. Touching story of a.
group of young dinosaurs. Excellent,,
anlmation,

"Mlnlsxlppl Burning” (A+) (R}
130 minutes,

Brilant political film about
human greed, fear and cruclty. A
must-see.

“My Stepmother Is an AIlcn"
(B+) (PG-13) 108 minutes, When ex-
tra-terrestrial Kim Baslnger touches ™
down, this comedy takes off. .

2 DAYS—4 BIG SHOWS

Saturday & Sunday, March 4 and 5

Show Times

SATURDAY, March 4— 5:30 p.m. & 8: 30 p.m.
SUNDAY, March 5—-1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
TICKETS ON SALE NOWI—ORDER YOURS TODAY

Group Discounts (313)567:7474

Tickets & Fox Theatre Bax Office (M- 11am-Tpm), Joe Louis Arena Box Office
v mexmg s, 11423-6666

General Information (313)567-6000

| @bgerber & Ercentric

FAMILY NIGHT

7 00 P.M. PERFORMANCE ON SUNDAY MARCH 5

¥ ALL TICKETS $2.50 OFF.
-WITH COUPON

Redeem coupon by mall or in
person at Joe Louls Arena or Fox
Theatre's Box office only

TICKET PRICES .

LY. v e

=
~

Y aeeadbbadiaiinci




