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The b
. Macca,

of Passlon

include Marc Andris,

Derrick Th

Vern Blevins and guitsrist John

Their ‘passion’ is dance music

By Larvy O'Connor
statf writer

der, Duran Duran and Roxy Music as
tarist Macca lists

Threo out of four members of Pas-
alon Nouvean recommend dance mu-
sic with an edge.

And the fourth member, you ask.

Well, Marc Andris of Troy chooses
to slt thls interview out at the other
table while other band memhem
hover around a tape record

“He Is the quiet one,” sald Dcrrlck
Thompson, vocalist and spokesman
for Passion Nouveau,

er Vern Blevin of Warren
and guitarist John Macca of Farm-
Ington Hills along with Thompson
more than make up for Andris’ si-
lence. All enthusiastically dis-
cuss the directlon of Paulun
Nouveau, keep! thelr concentra-
tion along the way despite talking
above a soundcheck by the British
syntb tand Flock of Seagulls at
Elondie's.

First off, Pession Nouveau pro-
claims itaclf as a dance band with a
spark. While members cite New Or-

IN CONCERT

Jimmy Page and Jimi Hendrix as
his,

So there you go. There's tha edge,
Members belleve that the raw guitar
sound puts Passlon Nouveau a few
;Laepds ahead of the average drone

nd.

*'Qur live show adds a lot of gultar
and movement up front, which Brit-
tsh bands don't offer,” said Thomp-
son, 23, who lives in Detrolt. “Thelr
stage show ks nsually barlng We try
to offer a lot of excitement.”

PASSION NOUVEAU certalnly
captures that on tape, Songs are
filled with mustcal virtuoslty and in-
trospectlon. To thelr credlt, they
don’t fall into the trap of repetitive
beats and display a certain spark un-
common for bands of their ilk,

That obviously is by design.
‘Thompson formed the band, under 3
dtfferent name, six years ago with
the Jdea of being tiew without falling

into a formula.

Jocy Kool was the beginnlng of
what would later become Passion
Nouveau. Influenced by the likes of
Misslng Persons, that band was
fronted by a feinale. ‘Thompsen
played gultar in the group.

'Things grew stale and Thompson
reorganized. He met Andris, who
suggested Blevins, A [ew people au-
ditioned the guitarist spot until Mac-
ca emerged.

“I fecl confident that he s the
missing lnk,” Thompson sald. “The
four of us planned to go far.”

So far the band has made it to Chi-
cago and Toronto along with a tour
of the college circuit. Also, they are
one of the few bands that can boast
of playing rock’n'roll venues, such as
Paycheck's Lounge and Lili's 21, as
well as dance clubs like Taboo.

THE SOUND, they belleve,
crosses 8 wide genre of musical
tastes. Again, cradit for part of that
gocs to the guitarist.

“T think it’s good to have a dance

sound,” sald Blevins, who lives Lo
‘Warren. “But it's good L0 bave an
edgew 1t. John brings that.”

“The guitar Is a very emotional in-
strument,” Thompson added. “I
beard Jimmy Page make his guitar
cry once."

Another facet to the Passion
Nouveau sound is the song writing of
‘Thompson. He admits writing one
out of four songs for a pop hit. He
sajd the other stuff comes from
within,

Songs off a slickly-produced demo
tape shows a group whose qulte con-
fident In its dircetion. At flrst,
Thompsoa sald the band tried to play
all types of music, including country
and western, rhythm and blues and
straight ahead rock'n’roll.

Dance Is where It's at, though, for
Passion Nouveau.

“The thing about this band,” Mac-
cz said, “is Lhat it seems to be io-
volved i whatover Is pew. Its al-
ways on the eutting edge of what is
happening In musie.”

MUSIC NOTES

Proving that good music and a lot
of hard work pays off, Second Self
e been signed by national record

The Detron band will ceicbrate
the event with a combined record ro-
lease/record label signing bash on
‘Tuesday, Feb. 14, at Saint Andrew’s
Hall in Detroit. The four members of
Second Self are already heralding

the news.

“We've been trying for awhile,”
sald drummer Jeff Fowlkes, “and
allofa unddenllhaypmed.

Second Self has extensively toured
the Michigan, Ohio and Ontario re-
gion along with the East Coast for
the past two yearz, After hearing a
six-song tape, EMI arts and reper-
tolre man, Rob Gordes, flew in to
Cineinnati to check out the band.

Gordon was impressed enough to
have Second Self showcase for the
entire label in New York. Shortly af-
ter, they were sj|

“I felt they exempllfy what's mlss-
Ing in music these days,” sald Gor-
don, who works out of EMI's New
York office, “The passion, The very
strong llve show. The dedication to
the music for music sake, not neces-
sarily just for success. I think they
write great songs.”

Eight of Second Sell's songs will
be released next week on a mini-LP.
EMI will plek up distribution on that
disc. Also, Fowlkes sald the group
wlll head into the studlo to work on
an album to be released by August.

The next few monlh: wlll be:pcnl
plekiog a producer, Th
working with a list of ubeut “30-40
names.

FO—LG sald that will Be tough
consldering the short amount of time
they have before they’re back Into
the rtudin,

‘We're looking for somebody who
really understands our approach to
musie,” Fowlkes sald. “Somebody
where we can just walk right in, set
up and do it. Our stuff is pretty much
where we waant [t to be.

Second Self jolns Rebel Heels (At-
lantic), Elvis Hitler (Restless/Enig-

COLLEGE —

® HALLOWEEN

Halloween will perform Monday, Feb.
6, at the Blind Pig, 208 8. First 8, Ann
Arbor, For Information, call $96-8555.

L] PASBI'ON NOUVEAU

axsion Nocvean will perform on
'nmday, Feb. 7, at Jaggers, 3431 Ellza-
beth Lake Road, Pootiac. For informa-
Uon, call 631-1700.

@ WALK THE DOGMA
Walk the Dogma will perform on Tues-
d.l!. Feb. 7, at Rick’s American Cale, 811
Aznn Arbor. For Information, call
HG-HH

@ HoLY cows

Holy Cows will perf
Feb. 7, at the Blind PIL 200 8. Fll‘ll St.,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call ¢

clal guests, Opossums, on Wednesday,
Feb. 3, at the Blind Pig, 208 5. Firsl St,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996~
8353,

® THE AFFAIR

The Alfair will perform
through Saturday, Feb. 311, -l Jluen.
3481 Elirabeth Lake Road, Pootla
Information, call 681-1700.

@ PRIVATE DRIVE
Private Drive will perform on Thurs-
day, F:b 9, at Sully's, 4752 Greenfleld,
For informatlon, call 348-5377,

@ MERCY RULE

Mercy Rule will perform aloog with
Red Tear and Fly Away Hair oo Thars-
day, Feb. 9, at Blondle's, 21139 W, Seven
Mile, east of Telegraph, Detroit. For in-

Kiogy will perform Friday and Satarday,
Ftb 10-11, at S&lly‘l, 4755 Gn&lleld,
north of For

Enformatlon, call us-sm

® JAZZ QUARTET

Lewis, Connle Kay

and Percy H m-mpmm-upm

Friday, Feb. 10, at the Power Center in
Ann Arbor, Tickets are $15 and available

1t Ticketmaster ootlets and the

Usloo. For Information, call 765-0046.

@ LEAGUE OF NATIONS
'iu:::.ol! N
Feb. 10, at lhmtnmck Pub, 2
off 1-75. For {nformation, call sss—wm.

@ VERTICAL PILLOWS

@ MOTOR CITY ROCKERS
Moter City Roaer: will perform along
with special goests, The Reputalions, on
thnd.ly Feb 11, at Blondle's, 21139 W.
en Mile, of Telegraph, Detrolt.
Furlnlotml!lﬂn, call 535-3108.

L] BDDTEEY X
Bootsey X will perform Saturday, Febd.
u u Lili's 21, 2930 Jleob. off Joa, Cam-
Hamtraoxk. For more informatico,
ull 758355

® JOHNNY ALLEN

th special

Feb. 11,
at Hamtramek Pub, 2048 CnUI. oft 1-75.
For Information, call 385-9760.

® Q.Q.ALLEN
G.G. Allen will perform with special
guests, Ugly But Proud and Shaughter-

8583, formatioo, call $35-8108. Vertical Pillows will perform Priday,
Feb. 10. at LII.I'A 21, 2030 Jacob, off Jos.  house, oo Sunday, Feb. 12, at Bloodle's,
[ ] umrcmrnm. ® ROYROQERS Campa For more infor~ 21139 W, Seven Mile, east of Telegraph,
Sweet Cryatal will perform with spe- Roy Rogers and (be Delta Rhythm mlllnmullﬂuui. Detrolt. For information, call 535-8108.
R R
OFRA HAZA SIBLING REVELRY I el
— the Smothers

— Ofra Haza

Information on Ofra Hara is not
an easy to come by. With Middle
Eastern vocal ttylelnd the fact that
some of these tracks were recorded
in Tel-Aviv, I assume m! lhe ’s from

el

mmlyothermmmtmehu
galoed any attention, &s far as I
know, is that's the volce that was
umpled by M/A/R/S oa thelr
danee-floor mega hit, “Pump Up the

anuma."
th this in mind, what can we ex-

Unfortunately, the material is too
weak for Ofra to get way with this,
The music IS anemic electro-dance

tha {from “Face to Face" “When
we're face to face, Jook In my eyes/
When we're face to {ace, tell me no

- Ues.” Nluminating, eh?!

She comes across sounding lke a
lame Madonna or a weak Debbie

"Gibson. Now there's a thought to

{righten mere mortals.
righ — Cormac Wright

Brothers

Once npon a time, these two guys
were America’s favorite comedy
duo, Now, 1t's Bush and Quayle,

That, of course, is political humor
— the kind that doesn’t show up on

Just ‘mil
amusing 603 comedy act — after alt
1t wasn't Loodon Lee who st ring-
ulde at the Lennon-Ono 1069 Bed In

who Moo

Fest.
Hope who broaght the Doors and
wnolntamlmomnlmmhnllﬂu

"Slhl.lu Rcvelu however, sug-

gest the ‘ﬂhnewd.l.u
pﬂl,llkethllo!meollhdrnck
and roll friends, Iy best left 10 mem-

ory.
1 guess you bad to be there.
-~ Wayne Peal

Here are (he top 10 albums recelving
alr play oo WHFR-FM, camps station at
Henry Ford Community College in Dear-
born.

its.
Blg Fat Merry-go-romd,”

6. *Daydream Nation,” Soalc Yosth
7. *Doa't Hit Me Up,” Doggse Style.
8. “Vamplre A Go-Go,” !rl!llvhlbla

4

ma), Seduce (LRS) and Rsytsm
(Pasha-CBS) &3 Detrolt groops
that have been recently signed by

well and recelving considerable alr-

play on commercial radio.

Fowlkes belleves that type of no-
toriety is within Second Self’'s grasp.

“We will make it,” Fowlkes said.
*1 think we have all of the elements.
It's just a matter of keeping the
focus. So far, we've been able to do
that”

ALSO, SEEKING to put Detroit
bands in a patlonal lght is Tremor
Records’ Gary Relehel He's in-
volved in the dlstribution of latest

urbs” (cassette), 3-D Invisibles,
“Vampire A Go-Go" (LPY, Jank Mon-
keys, “Kick Out the Jelly” (LP), Viv
Akauldren, "Wltnm"
Sleep, “Brain Child” (LP) and his
group Cloecyde, “Who Goes There?”
1 those

show about the stellar
put in by those fellas from out yan- ©
der, the Volebeats. We had a chance
to catch 3-D Invisibles, who bad ev-
:lrybody bumping and moving on the

Cinecyde, with Bootsey X sitting
in ca drums, dida't disappelnt, Nal-
ther did Shot b, who played

True Bloe Hearts, Statlc Alphabet
and the Junk Monkeys.

ll Detroit band
Second Sell
will celebrate
its signing with
national record
Isbel EM! with
8 bash Tues-

Saint Androw's
Hall In Detroit.

LOCAL

Here are the top 10

(mlni-LP); o

performers, and then

Liidhade

day, Feb. 14, at -

recelving atr

0088 N
play on “Detrolt Muic Scene,” which is

heard 4 to S pm. Sandays (repeated $:30
10 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM.

l"Vnu:Bay. Dnllm
)."SoWhlBlby ny&vulmr
Dave Uckallk.

10. *“The Wolves,” The Wotves,

LIVING YEARS
— Mike and

the Mechanics
Slylklwmyitdur ‘Who peeds

Phil Genesis, anyway?
Yes folks, there's

6. “Checkin’ Out,”

7. “Night On,” Bobly East.

1. “Tattoo,” Orleatal Spes,

9. “Looely Ooe,” The Differeace. ‘
10. Street,” Figeres
©oa ABeach,
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, formerly of Ace/:




