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Megabuck lawyers’ fees shock panel

B8y Tim Richard
staff wrlter

The high cost of lawyers left a
panel of aLlamJ County commls.
s!c:‘. :
Eye-openlng . shocking,” said
John Olsen, R- Hunungum Woods.
“The rents they pay are astronom-
ical in Washlngton, D.C.," explalned
Don Blshop, R-Rochester, himself a
lawyer,
They are membcr! of the county
board’s flnan which

No one suggested the bill $250,000 bill
wag padded, But one commissioner,
i00K{ing uf an $7,600 iiem ior eigini
hours of teleconferencing, said, ‘I
don’t see how they can talk on the

phone so long.’

last week nucued a blli of nearly
$250,000 from their solld waste con-
sultant and pondered rates for de-
fendlng a landflll case,

NO ONE suggested anything was
padded. In fact, commissloners gen-
erally are pleased at the quallty of
talent Lhey bave been able to hire,
But the size of the bllt shocked them.

The Washington firm of Bishop,
Cook, Purcell & Reynolds charged
$249,085 for about five months
through the end of November as con-
sultants on the countywlde solld
waste program.

When completed, the plan's waste-
to-energy Incincrators, recycling fa-
cilitles and landiils will require a
capita) investment of $650 million to
$t bifllon. So the consultant’s fees

Glitches

The new Oakland County Jail ad-
dition won't be ready for “at least
another 10 days,” an of{lclal said.

“I'll know maybe by Feb, 16,” sald
Don Malinowski, manager of central
facilitles for the county executive.

The probiem is eieclronic glitches.
“All the controls are electronic. You
push a button to open a door, but it
should open only one door, There are
nner locks and outer tocks. Some
doors are stuck on open. Other doors
are stuck closed.”

The architectural firm of New-
man Smith of Southfleld is due to in-
spect the jail addition Feb, 14-15,
Mallnowski sald. A ribbon-cutting
ceremony will be set afterwa

The joil addition was due to be

are ‘n small fractlon of the ultlmate
total,

‘The top lawyers, Larry Fox and
James K. Jackson, blll thelr time at
$225 an hour. Less cxperien
1lghu dolng research, blll nl $90 an

hour,

THE ITEMIZED bill ran 16 pages.
Excerpts:

® Qct. 25 — Fox, telephone con-
ference with cllents, eight hours,
$1,800.

® Oct. 26 — Fox, teleconference
with clieats and travel, six hours,
$1,350.

® Qct. 28 and $f -
teleconferences with clients, total ol
nine hours — $2,025.

("I don't see how they can talk on

the phone so long,” sald one commls-
sioner.) .

® Oct. 14 — Jackson, vendor con-
ference in Oakland, eight hours —
$1,800. (Vendors are potentlal bidd-
ers for construction contracts.)

® Oct. 13 — Marchaterre,
“non-attalnment review, memo on
stack helght requirements;, phone
calls to Michigan on BACT require-
ments; BACT research,” 8.25 hours
-- $500,

® Oct. 15 — Marchaterre, “re-
scarch on Michlgan statutes needed
for Oakland County resource re-
search recovery facillty; trip to
Georgetown law library,” three
hours — $240.

THE FINANCE committce post-

poned a resolution authorizing the
corporation counsel to hire Willlam
Hampton of the flrm of Kobl Secrest
ol Farmington Hills to defend the
county By oudt brought By the iy
af Batheater 1L,

Corporation counsel Jack Hays,
the county’s civil lawyer, made a
preliminary decision to hire Hamp-
ton at $125 an hour after Rochester
Hills hired the firm of Dickinson
Wright to sue. The county frequently
uses the same flrm, which would
have found itself in a confilct of in-

terest.

“Rochester Hills Is sulng to get out
of the solld waste pact,” sald Linda
‘Waslcliewskl, an assistant corpora-
tlon counsel. The clty objects to in-
cluding a landfll) owned by the South
Oakland County Authori-

IN OTHER business, the finance
commlttee:

® Appropriated $42,784 from a
cun.g!ngcncy account {0 purchase 32
addilional portaije ranios for the
Jail adation.

& Accepted o $67,000 “probatlon
enhancement” grant from the state
Department of Corrections. Under it,
the county supervises adult felons on
probation.

® Rescinded an asbesios abate-
ment contract of $1183,163 awarded
eatller to Odgen-Altled D
natlon Services of Chicago after the
flrm sald it bad erred in making the
bid and wanted $239,000. The panel

ted the corporation counsel to
collect on the bid bond and voted to

award the contract to the next high.
est quallfied bidder, De) t Insu- ©
lation of Detrolt, at $183,117. The
contract s n_rlofaaur.tvdlmm
remove ashesing from the cemtral
heating, North Office, Troy Street
(Royal Oak) and Oakhnd Avenun
bulidings.

® Applled to the Michigan De-
partment of Natura) Resources for a
$75,000 grant to purchase & hydrau-
llc shredder for a composting facill-
ty. The county’s match Is to be
$25,000. C Marilynn
Gosling, R-Bloomfleld Hills, noted
the DNR application asked the site's
location by legislative districts, an
apparent effort to spread DNR funds
evenly acroas the state,

ty in the final plan.

The rub: The board of commis.
sloners already has a contract with
Kohl Secrest with hourly rates of up
o $30.

“I don’t understand why, when we
have Hampton on contract, we have
to hire Hampton at $125," sald Ol-
sen.

Waslellewski said rates for a high-
1y technical lawsuit are customarily
higher than for simpler suits or
merely giving advice.

stall new jail opening

completed Dee. 1, but that was be-
fore county offlclals added $2 mil.
lion worth of wark ~— stalr towers
and kltchen remodellng, he =aid.
There is no penalty for late comple-
tlon or reward for early completion.
The Jall's eapacity, meanwhile,
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"COME SEE OUR
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CHICAGO METALLID SUSPENSION SYSTEMS

THE WORLD'S FINEST GRID SYSTEMS

* EASY TO INSTALL
« CONFORMS TO COMMERCIAL SPECIFICATIONS
CHOOSE FROM A WIDE SELECTION OF
COLORS TO COMPLIMENT YOUR DECOR

AVAILASLE IN: WHITE, BLACK, BRONZE, BEIGE, ALMOXD,
GREY, CHROME, BRASS, WALNUT GRAINED, CREME, SILVER

.SPECIAL LOW LOW

BLACK or WHITE
12' MAINTEE .

PRESSIVE CEILINGS inc. gmg

12992 W 8B Mde Road ¢ Ouk Park ¢
. 59003

was doubled from 244 to 488 by a
state decision to allow double-bunk-
Ing in cells.

‘The addltion will cost about $18
mlllion. The expansion was caused
not only by poptlation but a prison-
ers’ suit alleging crowded conditlons.

S —

Two locations to serve you
2087 S. Telegraph

Bloomfigkd Hills

DON'T
REPLACE...

*FREE ESTIMATES

(fonlicTiter

We found 100 beautiful cobalt blue vitrified china teapots in
three styles by Fraunfelter (Zanesville,Ohio) in our ware-
house. These teapols were purchased by the Ponliac Potlery
foundars Carl and Rachel Lauckner, and were the first items
the Pontiac Poltery offered for sale in 1937.

only$19.95 each

1/2 Mile North of Sq. Lk. Rd.

With the addition, Oakland will
have a jall capacity of 872 prisoners.

A Jali houses prisoners awalting
court arraignment, people serving
sentences less than ope year and
convicted felons awaiting transpor-
tation {v stute prisous.

is offering an
unexpected
treasure:

Check our huge
January SALE for
other values.
Sterling Place Center
37808 VanDyke N of 16.5 Mi
Sterling His.

‘REFACE9
MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES
FORMICA
Solid Colors
and Woodgrain
SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MA COMB
« FACTORY SHOWROOM

8OLID WOODS
Oak, Cherry
and Birch

1842 E. 11 Milo Rd., Madison Hgts.
1Block W. of Dequindrs  Dally 8-5, Sun. 10-4

“This year we're

When we goaway o
vacation, mom prefers §
tostay at a HCR Healthcare
Center. She receivesthe
medical attention she needs,
visits other residents,

and {ecls secure and
comfortable. -

1t someone you love
needsshort-term
nursing care, vislt
the HCRCenter
closest to you and
find out how both
of you can enjoy
better vacations.

Dorvin Convalescent & Nursing Ceater
29270 Morlock

Livonia, MI 48152

(313) 476-0555 -

Georgian Bloomfield
2975 N. Adeams Road
Bloomtield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-2900

Plymouth Court
105 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, M1 48170
(313) 455-0510

University Convalescent & Nursing Home
28550 Five Mile Road

Livonia, MI 48154

(313) 427-8270

Mot € 8 A et

(313) 833-7900

the Drag’on

Traditions and Transitions
In Ming Ceramics

An Exhibition from the
Tdemitsn Muscum of Arts, Tokyo

February 5-March 26, 1989
Free admission. Daily tours at noon.
9:30-5:30 Tuesday-Sunday.

Closed Mondays, holidays.

The Detroit Institute of Arts

5200 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202

This exhibition was organized by lhl: Scatile Art in

with the

ported by a federal indemnity from the Federal Counci on the Arts and Humanltics. Funding for the exhibition and the ' |
cataloguc was provided by Northwest Alrlines; PONCHO; the National Endowment for the Asts, a federal agency; the

Metropolitan Center for Far Eastern Act Studies, Kyoto; the Asian Cultural Council; and the K.A. Bafllargeon Endmmnl.
Additional support is provided by the State of Michigan, the City of Detrolt, and the Rmndcn Soclety, H .

of Arts, It is sup-




