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Oakland gets little from liquor tax leftovers

By Tim Richard
stalf writer. ,

Other countles are reaping the
rewards of a 1985 liquor-hotel tax In-
ercase. But not Qakland.

“We came ont on tha short and of
that distributlon,” sald James Bren-
nan, director of program evaluation
for the county Board of Commisslon-

T3,

ers.

In fiscal 1987-88, Oakland derived
nearly $693,000 from the liquor tax.
This year it will get a bit more than
$17,000.

Next year, nothing.

‘The llquor taxes were developed
when the city of Detroit sought mon-
ey to double the size of Cobo Hall,
the riverfront convention center
whose expanded facilities were ded!-
cated last week.

THERE WAS a battle in Lanslng
in 1885, The names of Detrolt, Cobo
Hall and Mayor Coleman Young be-
came fighting words. .

e L sald

Cobo Hall beneflts the economy not
just of Detrolt but surrounding
Wayne, Oaklond and Macomb coun-
ties with more hotel rentals and
tourisin.

So revenues {from the taxes were
applled to pay off Cobo Hall bonds,

But a state tax can’t be applied
only to-three counties — it has to be
levied statewlde, What do you do
with the rest of the revenue?

bond lasue. And part of the bond pay-
ments come from a 4-percent tax on
retall liquor sales statewlde,

The rest comes {rom a tax on ho-
tel bills of up (o 6 percent, depending
oz a hotel'a alze, in Wayne, Macomb
and Onkland countles

‘Oakland’s Brennan sald bond pay-
ments on Cobo Hall will go up to $22
million next year, eating up the
three suburban countles’ revepue.
will drop

Use it for
the Legislatore sald.

Now surpluses are going back to
80 outstate counties, saving endan-
geved drug and alcohol programs,
and acting as balm for the wounds of
the opponents.

“You don't hear that outery much
any more,” sald Rep. Morris Hood
Jr., D-Detrolt, who spansored the 1l-

uor tax measyre that helped bulld
the new Cobo Convention-Exhibltion
Center, .

PART OF the $225 milllon for the
came from a $180 miltlon

Ellis first

provost

at Lawrence Tech

Dr. Rabert W. Ellis of Farmington
Hills has been zppolnted to the new-
ly created posltion of ?rovosl at

He has been responsible for dovel-
oping Lawrence Tech's research pro-
grams and has served as a senjor

wrence T 37
a 5,000-student independent institu-
tion In Southfleld.

President Richard E, Marburger
sald the appolntment, effective im-
medlately, was approved last week
by the board of trustees.

Ellls has been Lawrence Tech's
dean of engineering since 1984.

Succceding Ellis a3 dean in Law-
rence Tech's School of Engincering
will be Khalil §. Taraman of Dear-
born Heights. Taraman has been as-
soclate dean of engineering. The
School of Engineering, Lawrence's
largest, earolls more than 2,500 stu-
dents,

AS PROVOST, Ellis will be re-
sponsible for Lawrence Tech’s 30 ac-
ademic programs in “archltecture,
arts and sclence, cogineer{og, man-
agement and technology.

He also will oversee the office of
admissions and the reglstrar, book-
atore, and ubdrnry. research, and co-

P an
actlvities.

He holds three degrees in engl-
neering from Virginia Polytechnle
Institute and also attended Harvard
Ul y’s Institute for
2l Management. .

Ellis is a contract consultant with
General Dynamies Land Systems Di-
vislon, and has past experlence as a
senlor engloeer with the U.S. Army
Tank Automotive Rescarch and De-
velopment Cenler, a3 a research fel-
low at NASA's Langley Research
Center, and as a metallurgical engi-
neer with the Polyscientific Diviston
of Litton.

He had carller been president of
Detrolt Institute of Technology, pro-
vost and dean at the public Florida
Internpational Unlversity in Miami,
and assistant vice president for aca-
demlic affairs at the University of
South Florida In Tampa.

He was named- Michigan's 1987
Engineer of the Year by the Michi-
gan Society of Professlonal Engl-
:«? (of which he has been presi

lent).

TARAMAN JOINED Lawrcnce
Tech in 1086, Previously, he had
been chalrman and professor of me-
chanical engineering at the Universi-
ty of Detroit.

He holds undergraduate and mas-
ter's degrees from Aln Shams Unl-
versity in Egypt, a master’s of scl-
ence from the University of Wiscon-
sln, and & doctorate from Texas
Tech Unlversity.

Hertel heads
oceanography
subcommittee

U.S. Rep, Deanls Hertel, D-Harper
Woods, Is the new chairman of the
Oceanography Subcommittee of the
Merchant Marine and Fisheries in
the US. House of Representatives,

Hertel, starting his flith term, sald
the subcommittee Is charged with is-
sues that involve the nation’s water-
ways and bodles of water, such as
marine sclence, oceanographle re-
search and ocean environmental
protection. It also covers coastal
rone management, marine and es-
tuarine sanctuaries, the Natlonal
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Uniled Nations
Conference on the Law of the Ses,
sea grant programs and marine ex-

tension services,

Hertel, whose disteict covers part
of Troy, said, “Now I will be able to
have greater influence over many
Great Lakes lssues that have con-
cerned me alnce I first came to

— like toxe
tions, winter navigatlon, coastal ero-
sion and the preservation of our wet-
lands and beaches.”

His first act as chair was to ag-
thorize a $15,000 reductlon In sub-
committee ditures in light of
the federal budget defleit,

with Ford, Ben-
dlx, and General Electrle. In 1988,
he was named Educator of the Year
by the Soclety of Manufacturing En-
gineers reglon that covers the west-
¢m U.S. and Canada.

Th , bond

to $18 milllon and $16 milllon, leav-
ing small but growlng amounts for
the suburban countles,

When the liquor tax passed, some
party stores outside Detrolt posted
signs telling patrons thelr Chlvas Re-
gal secotch was increasing from
$17.60 to $19.43 a fifth, their Jim
Beam Choice bourbon from $6.23 to
$7.16 and thelr El Toro Gold tequila
from $7.32 to $8,18 to pay for “Cole-
man Young's new hall,” Detrolt offl-
cials recalled.

“There was a lot of dlsgruntle.
ment at the time,” sald Scott
Schrager, a staffer on the state
House Taxatlon Committee. He
helped lcglslators, hotel owners and
llquor store aperators reach agree-
ment.

THE FINAL blll sald that if the
tax brought in more than needed for
the bond payments, the 80 counties
outslde Wayne, Macomb and Qak-
land would get back the revenues
they ralsed.

1f more money remained, It would
be divided among those countles and
the three in the Detrolt area.

At the end of 1886, the first bond
payments were met, and the coun-

ties outslde Detroit got thelr Nquor

tax revenue back. The proceeds:

® Wayne County — about
$795,000. -

® Ookland County — about
$765,000,

+ Macomh Comnty —  ahout
$461,000.

THE BOND payments rise until
fully phased in In 1989. So the return
to counties dropped from $12.5 mil-
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lon the first year to $9.5 milllon for
lgBT and an estimated $7 million for

By law, 50 percent of the money
must go for drug- and alcohol-abusa
teeatmeant. Tt has holstered variaie
sagglng orograms In countles hurt
by federal and state budget cuts,
sald Candy Black, coordlnator of the
state Office of Substance Abuse Ser.

vices.
Sen. Gll DiNello, D-East Detrolt,
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called the new Cobo Center beautiful
and sald Macomb County could well
use Its returned money.

“It most certainly was very vehe-
mently opposed,” Hood sald. “But
most af them have reapad heneflts,
most af them are vory plaaced. I
nally some positive things are hap-
pening.”

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.
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In 7 Months, Youll Have
A Lot To Look Forward To.

Especially If You Come To
Standard Federal.

In seven months, you can expect warm weather and sunshine. And with Standard
Federal, you'll also get the benefits of this seven-month bonus rate certificate. It's a great
way to cam high interest without tying up your money for a long time.

7 Month Bonus Rate Savings Certificate.

0/0 annual interest
for the first
month (31 days)

annual interest
for the remaining
six months

%

$500 minimum deposit

We focus'on performance.

There Is a substantal nteress penalty for early withdrawal from certficate sccounts

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

Customer information Line
1-800/522-5300
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