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points of view

Dancing brown eyes

siiili see hope for iife

SHE LAY In bed, dressed in a
white ruffled blouse, talking about
life with her family in Farmington
Hills, and a new life In a suburban
nursing home:

At zge 50, she feels somewhat
helpless, but mt hopeless,

Multiple sclerosls has left her paru
tlally paralyzed, in some pain, and
she is qulckly losing her vision. She
bas lved bere since last June, leay-
Ing & house mechanically equipped
to handle her, and her condition.
Now her doctor prefers she get 24-
hour care.

But_her situation hasn't dulled
those dancing, brown eyes.

She lives In a community of the
aging and the elderly — a young
woman by thelr standards,

“Things arcund here aren't that
terrific,” she says, “even though
you're not alone. You ring the bell
and hope someone comes,”

The home appears to be short-
staffed, she sald, and has its own
problems — apparently not uncom-
mon in the nurzing bome lndu!lxy

“Me and my big mouth —
you all,” she adds.

LYING IN bed all day gives this
llm fireball of 2 woman a chance to
think about the past and dream
about the future.

She hopes for an electric bed,
which would allow her to be more
Independent and moblle. And she
talks about how much she loves
cookles — a plastic-cov can

‘profession, she worked for 11 years
in Detroit Public Schools and retired
at age 37, after her condltion was dl-
agnosed. She's Just as happy to be
out of the public Schools, she sald,
although her love of teaching still
shines throu

“One day [ got chased with a base-

Although she is able to
go home with her
family sometimes, she
spends many of her
days now alone and in
bed. N

with treats is within easy reach, as
are the telephone for easy dlaling
and the radio, which rests on her pll-
low. Her days are filled with radlo
talk shows and soap operas, and vis-
its from her family.

Like all of us, thls woman bas a
story to tell, but asked that her name
not be used. The story of her life Is
as intercstlng as anyono's, even
though she is pot bappy with the
:aud that Ufe most recently dealt

er.

She grew up in Detrolt where ber
mother — her “best friend” —
worked as a nurse and ber father
bottled beer. A music teacher by

ball bat,” sh

THE “ONLY Protestant” in her
class at Marygrove College, she car-
ried a double major, which included
muste, plus English and Speech, and
she also holds a master’s degree,

Her dlscase was diagnosed by a
sploal tap in the carly 1970s after
she began experiencing spells,

Although she Is able to go home
with ber family sometlmes, she
spends many of her days now alone
and in bed.

“My doctor prelers 2¢-hour care
~— he has scen me fall out of my
wheelchalr too many tlmes," she
sald. Her eleetric wheclchalr sits
next to her bed, charged and ready
to go. “If I could somehow get the
money for the care at home, I would
prefer that."*

An occasional scap opera, and
fricads on talk radio now occupy the
days of thls vibrant, brown-eyed
woman.

Hers 1s a lesson In Uving. To take
cach day one at a tme, and to learn
to accept life's hills and valleys
gracefully.

Casey Hans is a Farmington
QObserver staff writer.

keeping up with government

Looking for Information about
state government? The League of
Womesn Voters has a toll-free tele-
phone service (1-800-292- 532!) that
may be helpful.

The league's Citizen

Center in Lansiag offers to help peo-
ple find out about such things as
pending leglslation, the state constl-
tutfon, election laws, voting regula-
tlons or tax information.

The is

from

10:30 a_m. to 3:30 p.m. weekdays.
The telephone service is pald for
by the league's education fund. The
League of Women Voters is a non-
proflt organization lhal works to

Top gun: columnist off mark

Tu the edilon
1 am a fuli-time police ofticer

& Many armed criminala that
are under the influcnce of alcohol

esrivides twhibin his perscns} de-
fensive weapon?

and police firearmus instructor in @ or drugs or that are otherwise very Even if additlops] smmunition
local and in thelr actlons often  was never needed or used, having It
am writing in response to Steve cannot be stopped by “one well allows for a certain “peace of
Barnaby’s recent columa (Poiots of placed shot,” especlally onc froma  ming” that can go a long way in
View, Feb. 2), “New super weapons  handgun. In addition to this, there allowing olficers to perform their
will endanger innocents.” has been a significant increase In  duties safely and effectively.

Mr, Barnaby offers the oplolon  crimlnals wearing protective body ® Almost one half of all armed
that the 9mm semiautomatic pistol  armor, also known as bulletproof  encounters that police officers deal
that many area departments nre vests, that can require an officer 10 with are with multiple armed ad-

over tolsan fire rounds at versaries. .
weapan for patice officers to have body locatlons in order to elfec- o Virtually every area 3
in order to provide protection for  tively stop an armed attacker. ment that Is issuing the 9mm
the public or lhum'ilvs andr!‘hn:- . The dge ca plstol to thetr officersts
these weapons create some sort of -
Ganger to sveryone Lovolved. pacity of these new semlautomatle 001y doing 50 after providing each

He cites faulty logic on the part
of officers who recently have been
requesting these weapons more
and more just because the drug
dealera and addicts have them. Ap-
parently Mr, Barnaby has neglect-
ed to consider some of the follow-
ing:

® There has been an alarming
{ncrease in criminals using semian-
tomatic and automatic weapons.
The type, caliber and quality of
weapon that police cfficers face
nowadays has changed from what
offlcers faced 25 years ago.

® The semiautomatic pistol is
more accurate and s easier and
quicker to fire than the traditional
revolver, significantly Increasing
the probability of an officer being
nblc to hit the intended target.

plstols allows officers to keep fir-
log longer, if necessary, without

having to divert their attentlon
from an armed attacker in order to
reload, The reloading process of
the revolver ls slow and awkward
and could be potentially hazardous,
especially when baving to be done
under the stress of defending one-
self from an armed attack.

While many Incidents requiring
pollce officers to use thelr weapons
are resolved with the officers fir-
Ing less than the six shots contained
{n thelr revolvers, thls may not al-
ways be 50,

If Mr. Barnaby had the responsi-
bllity of baving to possibly defend

1f or those around him every
day he went to work, what value
might be place upon the qulck
availability of a seventh or more

officer with substantizl training'tn
the carrying and use of these weap-
ons.

As has always been true, officers
must account for every shot they
fice. Wlile uanlikely, any officer
“gpraylng 16 rounds in the general
am ofa urgem" would be doigg 30

trary to training and would cer-
taln!y be held lable for any mis-
placed or unnecessary shots fired:”

Let's give our pollue offlcers
every advantage we can In dealicg
with ‘armed and dangerous crimi-
nals. While weapons are certalnly
secondary o an officer’s overall
Job, when the worst can happen at
any moment, we should make sure
our officers have the best weapons
avallable and that they are
equipped second to none.

Michael J. Patton,
Parmiogton Hills

To the edltor:

How Al Capone was ultimately
brought to justice bothers Steve
Barnaby more than it does any of
my colleagues,

As a law cnlercemeul officer, 1
always of

today’s conventional
sldearm,

Mr. Barnaby mentioned flve
communities that are concerned
for the safety of thelr officers and
have outfitted them with the seml-

police

handgun. He failed to

other ngerz;'da and thc cltizenry — mentlon many mare, Includiog the
editors State Police.

allke. In (m:t, in many Instances, Mr. Barnaby believes that by the

the of police the 26-round

would | benearly hﬂpo&lh]e without = weapon, the weapons race on the

the belp of a watchful citizen (Le.  street will escalate. Open your

Nelighborhood Watch), eyes, Steve, the hnndguns and otker
I found Mr, weapons on the strect today far

of Barnaby’s article
{Polots of View, Feb. 2) on the “ul-
tra-lethal, semiautomatic
handguns” both lacking facts and

keep voters
about governmental Lmles

OUR cssuc 51

1o the public. The facts
are that the .S8-caliber and the
357-caliber police mervice re-
volvers are outdated and inferior

1989. From my expericnce, the
semlautomatic

gun I5 moro accurate and casl-
er to handle (toad and unload) than

surpass anything that the lou.l
communities would approve for
their officers to carry on the hip.
‘We're just asking for parity in most
shooting situations.

I think Mr. Baroaby has been
watchlng too much televislon. To
even mentlon "Dirty Harry” mov-
fes [n conjunction with such an Im-
poriant -law enforcement issue
shows his immaturity and lack of
public concern.

His comment that “Spraying 18-
rounds in the general area of a tar-
get wlll only serve to malm or kill
some innocent bystander” is both
lmponslble and a slap-in-the-face
to law enforcement offlcers and
law enforcement officials every-
where.

Pollce oﬂlccrx are not trained in
this “sp " technique as Bar-
naby (:spousc: Aoy handgun in the
hands of an untralned individual,
regardiess if he or she is a citizen
or a police officer, is a dangerons
sltuatlon.

Weapons are not sccondary to
the job, as Barnaby belleves. They
are pi tools necessary to as-
sist the modern law enforcement
officer. Just like the accountant
who has access (o state-of-the-art
equipment, I want to trade In my
abacus for & computer.

Michse] Wiggtos,
Farmington

Introducing A Tasteful
\éllentmes Day Assortment

- o/ . EQ°
SAVE 15%-50% From The Treasure Chest. : |-

Here it {5, Our Classics Sala where you'll find a choice selection of some of our
best styles ot classic Workbench prices. But hurry. Sale ends February 19.

Qur TVIVCR cart in teak, whito or black,

589 cog $149.

From our Tivoll calloclion, mnsa piecos provide amplo storagoe.
drawor chost $199 reg $395:
wardrobo $24% roQ 5495.

Mapte slide fop barcart. $129 rog Oak and woven soat rockor. $89 rog
$169. $149.

Our Tivoll storzgo units [n oak ot taak.

Basic ynits $129 and l

$195 Accossorios axtra.

Tundie bed and matiresses
1n OBk, leak or white. 3489 reg $505

Our computer desk with briige In oak, teak or
white. $270 reg $350.

SOUTHFIELD BIRMINGHAM ANN ARBOR G Cibram s O
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Waest of Telegraph South of Maple a Koerrylown Shop Eiai s omnlius Chla, b 1, 1200 1 o Fowkre, b 1 610

(313) 3521530 (313) 5403577 (313) 6884688
OPEN SUNDAYS — CHECX YOUR LOCAL STORE FOR HOURS
ALSO 80 STORES THAOUGHOUT THE UR
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