A publlc forum for the discussion of new ldeas and literature

By RebaceaHaynos
stoff writer

HE HISTORY OF THE uni-
verse isn't something most
people could comprehend'.
In a two-hour session, but a

group of local did their

Thumdlx. February 9. 1889 OLE

Center for New Thinking

West Blmm.x:ld and dowariver.”
Each month the Center hosts a
Sunday Forum and a Thursday Fo-
rum at Somerset. grams are of-
fered other days of the week at other
locations. Tapics have ranged from
the cthles of corporate mergers to

best to do just that.

They were reviewlng the book “A
Brief History of Time” by Stephen
Hawking. The program was spon-
sored by The Center for New Think-
ing, a Blrmingham erganization Into
its 12th year as a publlc forum for
new and Innovatlve ideas.

“I don't think I understand all the
specifics, but It gave me a good un-
derstanding of the progression of
thought (on the formation of the unl-
verse),” sald Joanne Hulce, a fre-
quent attendee of the Center's lec-
tures and a Plymouth resident. “I en-
joy coming to his (Sherwin Wine)
lectures because he glves you so0
much background It makes it easy (o
understand, 1 think he should be
dolng something at & university so
students could hear him and learn
from him. He has so much enthusl-
asm.'

Sherwln Wine, whose full-time job
i3 as rabbl at the Blrmingham Tem-
ple, started the Center back in De-
cember of 1876 because he thought
there was a need in Lhe area for a
group to dlscuss new ideas and new
Mterature.

“I'VE ALWAYS done z lot of lec-
turing,” Wine said, “I majored In
phllosopby at the University of Mich-
igan and I lectured Iar a while at the

ing love to glasnost to the
wars of the CIA.

The Center has sponsored more
than 440 lectures on contemporary
and classic literature and more than
275 on current events and lfestyle
problems. Margaret Mead, Robert
Coles, Phlllp Slater and Susan Son-
tag are among some of the many
guest lecturers.

This month’s Sunday Forum toplcs
revolve around “Making Mysclf
Strong,” including *‘Being Declsive,”
“Developlng Discipline,” and “Self-
Rellance.” The Thursday Forum fo-
cuses on “The Frontlers of Sclence.”
It Includes reviews of new sclence
books by Stephen Hawking, Robert
Augros, Michael Gazzaniga and Mi-
chael P, Ghlghlert.

I DO a lot of background reading
and try to draw from a lot of sources
when 1 glve my lectures,” Wine said.
“Generally I do most of my reading
between 11 at night and 2:30 in the
mornlng, when I won't be dlsturbed
I don't require a lot of sleep and I
can't read durlng the day, T just don’t
have the time."

‘The Center hos scen tremendous
growth In the number of people who
attend, nearly tripling since its on-
set, he said.

“People who've come (hrough the
years have developed a very strong

U-M down a

“It scemed to me we could do a
better job of reachlng out to people
In thelr own settings, and 1 belleve
there Is a need on the part of the
public to be introduced to new fdeas
and new lterature,” he said. “So
with the help of a lot of friends, we
organized the Center. Our home base
is Birmingham but our lectures are
primarily here (Somerset Mall audl-
torium). We also hold them in Grosse
Polnte, Plymouth, Bloomficld Hills,

o the group,” Wine sajd.
“We usually get a very dlverse
crowd and what we offer is a way of
learning that doesn't Involve a class-
room and extenslve time commit-
ments.”

Another project developed by the
Center ls the monograph, a series of
written cssays on subjects of elther
philosophlcal or general or historic
Interest. One has been written for
the past Lhree years and thelr toplcs
include the fear of death, the future
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of the automeblls industry 2od the
pursult of happlness.

“We wuted to have a series of
writlen essays on kmportant lssuves,”
Wine said. “1 uunk u:ey have leating
value and are of interest to a lot of
people.”

Jim Fletcher is a Bl
resident and & Center board m:
ber. He's been Involved with Lhe Cca-
ter “almost slnce it's beginning” and
now sita on its board.

“I'm an old generallst myself and
in a world of intense speciallzation I
(hink it's marvelous that Sherwin
can talk on 60 different subjects eve-
ry year as if he's an expert oo all of
Lhem. He's an educator, but he's very

.unlgue.

“I'M 80 years old and I've oever
seen an equivalent of man,”
Fletcher sald. “We need people who
can move caslly and without fear in
areas where angels fear to tread.”

Fletcher sald he became involved
with the center through his wife, who
at the time was trying to be a part of
growing community actlyities.

“She came home with the
newsletter and all [t took was one
lecture and I've been hooked every
aince,” he sald. “For a time I helped
lecture. I was a professor and [ liked
to talk and Sherwin asked me if I
had a lecture up my sleeve and of

Party
planners

Michelle Dorrington of
Plymouth (front row, from
laft), Sue Johnston of Can-
ton, Barbara Sullivan of
Farmington Hills, Vicky
Sorenson of Westland (back
row, from loft), Marcia Ka-
nowski and Diana Tarnacki,
both of Livonla, are the
“bralns” behind the annual
Cathollc Central High
School Valentine card party.
The party will be held at 8
p-m. Wedneaday, Feb. 15, in
the high achaol cafetorium,
14200 Breakfast Drive, Red-
ford. Admission is $4 and
covers cards, dice, games
and dessert. For reserva-
tions, call Janet Lovell at
4767-5817 or Carol McGrath
a1 661-6270.
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Asa mcmbcr of the board, Fleteh-
er gald its purpose Is to discuss any
Center problems and act as a soungd-
ing board for Wine's ideas for future
lectures. Questions about upcoming

- lectures, imes and places should be

directed to the Center, 352-0264.

“I think the lectures I enjoy the
most are when be talks about the
world's trouble spots,” Fletcher sald.
“It's realiy hls specially. He travels
to all of these places every summer
r he can give a first-hand perspec-

ve,

“He's o one-man college and a
one-man {aculty,” Fletcher sald with
a laugh. “My standing joke Is that

s ulee (o Hve it a coiicge own,”

50 what is the history of the 1
verse? -
that Ha

though he clarified the. phr;
ing there wasn't really a “bang. ,r
“The universe is expanding. ’:
ke a balloon. It gets bluer uyaﬂ
keep blowing, but there's oo
ning or ending, it just continu
expand, he sald. “Hawking also
says there probably won't be a Big
Crunch, and if it is 1t won't bappen
fora lonx time £0 there's really noth-
Ing to worry about. But as yourin- -,
surance man always says, you ahogld "
be prepared for anything.” Pt
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