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Good company
Talents from near and far study in unique i‘program

She says, “I didn’t joln specitically
for the dcgrm. T wanted to get reper-

NIQUE MAY BE an
overused word in our hy-
perbole-happy soclety, but

the Hilberry Theatre, now
in its 26th scason, deserves the ad-
jective

Because the Hilberry offers a
unique program, it draws members
from acrcss the country. Some, llke
Anita Barone who grew up in Bir-
mingham, Tod Barker of Plymouth
and Andree Chlpp of Westland, were
lucky cnough to {ind what they want-
ed on home turf. .

Ask the 44 members of the reper-
tory company why they jeined, and
sandwiched between praises for the
Hilberry, members invariably men-
tion that almost nowhere elsc In the
country can they combine the In-
valuable experience of working in a
reperiory eompany with a program
1hat also grants a master of finc arts
or doctorate degree.

The Hilberry Theatre, a graduate-
level program of Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit, presents plays
five days a week from October
thraugh May. Each season it produc-
s seven plays, which run three at a
Lime in rotating repertory,

FEBRUARY'S PRODUCTIONS
include Shakespeare’s (tragle love
“Romeo and Juliet;” “Wild
a comedy based on Anten
Chekov's rambling eple; and the
dashlng adventure “The Scarlet
Pimpernel,” sct during the French
Revoluilon. For tickets and sched-
ules of current and upcoming pro-
ductlons, call 577-2072,

Anlta Barone, who plays Jullet in
the current productlon of Shake-
speare's tragedy, went to high school
in Blrmingham and earned her bach-
clor of finc arts at the University of
Detroit before joining the Hllberry.
She had “slews of responses” to her
auditions and looked at companles
across the country, but none of them
offered the unique combination of
repertory and a degree.

tory , play to full houses
and work with older actors.” Her
professors from the Unlversity of
Detrolt swayed her decision to join
the Hllberry because many of them
are enthusiastic Hllberry graduates.

To develop her current role as Ju-
lict, Barone says she used her own
experience. Jullet is 14 in the play,
and Barone says, "I remember being
14. I was impaticnt. I wanted every-
thing now.”

Barone also was 14 when she flrst
saw the Zefferellt fllm verslon of
“Remeo and Jullet.” She says, “I re-
member holding hands through the
whole movie with Randy.” She
draws on such memories to recreate
Jullet's youthful passlon.

PLAYING JULIET may consume
her attenticn on one night, but the
next night she must switch gears for
her small role in “Wild Honey” and
then shift again to work as stage
crew and move furnlture in ‘The
Searlet Plmpernel.” Experience In
all aspects of theater and with a va-
riety of roles challenges members of
a repertory company.

Barone says, “Repertory forces
you to do a number of things. You
have to make roles diffcrent.
Your're forced to find the contrast
and play the difference.”

Barone wlll complete her three-
year program this spring and placs
to spend the summer with the Colo-
rado Snow Mass/Aspen Repertory
Theatre. Then the coast calls — Los
Angeles, the mecea of fitm. “I'll be
so close,” Barone says, "I might as
well check It out.”

Besides an impressive list of roles,
including Helen Keller in the Attle
Theatre's “Monday After the Mira-
cle' and Agoes in “Agnes of God,”
Barone also had a part in the locally
fllmed_movle, “The Rosary Mur-
ders."” She says her ovcrridinx objec-
tive Is, “To be a working actor,” and
she includes film, television and ra-
dio as potential ways to make a llv-
ing uslog her considerable skills,

Also a member of the 1988-39 Hll-
berry Company is Andree Chipp of
Westland. She could not be reached
for comment.

ALTHOUGH TOD BARKER was
often behind the footlights during his
years ot Plymouth High School, at
the Hilberry he Is a stage manager
and dlrector. The stage manager
manages split-second timing as he
gives cues to lighting and sound
technicians and to stagebands during
each performance, and he keeps
records of all script changes and
blocklng patterns in case somcone
has to step into a role at the last
minute.

Belfore joining the Hllberry com-
pany last year as a doctoral candl-
date, Barker earned a master of arts
from Eastern Michlgan Universlty
in oral interpretation and worked in
theater In New York and Callfornia.
He developed and performed a pro-
gram designed to broaden student
awareness of AlDs, and he continues
1o study the way performance in-
teracts wlith soclety,

He delights (n people's reactions
when they hear that he served, ironi-
cally, as & dresser In the Broadway
“pudie muslcal® *“Oh, Calcufta!”
Barker’s theater credits also include
works as & costume designer and
scenle artlst.

He says of the repertory scheduln,
“I've never done theater at this pace.
1f we're not In performance, we're in
rehearsal,” Because he s intrigued
by oral hlstories, be looks forward
with particular enthusism to the Hil-
berry's spring production of “Work-
ing” a play adapted from Studs
Terkel's book of the colorful storles
Americans tell about their work
Uves.

Margaret Spear, promotion dirce-
tor for the theater, says the Hilberry
chooses plays that will be good expe-
rlence for the company, “If you can
do classics, you can do most any-
thing,” she says of the Hllberry's
traditlon of grounding Its education
program in the time-tested plays of
great theater.
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Tod Barker of Plymouth is a stage manager
and director with the Hilberry Company. N

EVERY SEASON the company
also features a few outstanding mod-
ern works, Hil chooses
plays aimed to please audlences, but
It docsn’t shy away from controver-
sy. Spear says, “If you can get the
audience arguing out in the lobby,
yon Iu:ow you have a stimulating

App!lums to the fIilberry go
ugh a strenuous selection pro-
cess which Includes auditions keld in
Los Angeles, New York, Detroit, Chl-

o)c

2 Anita Barone of Birmingham is  Jullet in the

Hilbesry Repertory Theatre’s current produc-

~ tion of “Romeo and Juliet.”

ny members comé from 15 states as
well as Canada and Mexico, and they
hold 52 degrees from 34 dlfferent
colleges and universities.

Most college and unlversity pro-
ductions must contend with an over-
abundance of players just out of ado-
lescence. The Hilberry Ix dlff .
Nearly all Hilbesry members

“blos” sprinkled with credits from
top reglonal and university theaters,
from summer-sipck, off- Bmdway
pmducuons. or irom film. They're

cago and Atlanta, by the U
Resldent Theatre Assoclation. Hi-
berry members are ail graduate stu-
dents in Wayne State’s three-year
master of flne arts program, and a
few are working toward doctorate
degrees. Spear says current compa-
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banking on chutspah and high hopes,
but pe0ple who bring to the company
a broad range H! theatrical experi-

Mnny nlmady belong to l:‘qully
Actors Associaffon, the Screen Ac-

t
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tors Guild and sundry pmlminml
organizations. Thelr scascning and

the fact that many are older than the
average graduate student entiches

plains how stren: program
“Slxdaynweek.i’wy'nbwym
todclzsu working on nuuuea
an

berry member Is give a fellowshlp
and recelves a graduate stipead. Of
the company’s 44 members, only 17

belong to the acting company. Oth-

evenlag performancess —
busy to work un!sidc,"louchﬂﬂ- h

ors create sets and costumes, act as -

stage managers, design lighting and
sound, or manage the business end of
the theater.
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