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Performances of the Meadow

death for not defying or clrcumvent-
g

‘Brook Theatre production of “The Ing orders,

Andersonville Trial” by Saul Lev-
it continue ﬂmmah Suuday, Feb.
!v

ticket {nformation call the br-x
ofﬂcealm.’uoa

“The Andersonville Trial,” playing
at Meadow Brook Theatre, anPlc:
with the age-old

AFTER W WAR I, the
4 Nazi
wrar erir Jor the murder of six

mitlion p: ‘. In  coaccatration
camps. In the]mn of Vietnam, a
military coust! wrestled with the
question of responslbility in the My
Lai Notwlths!

Strong drama, top-notch cast

necd to be reminded that “we d.lnx

whether soldlers should obey lnhu-
mane orders from thelr command-
Ing officers or dare to defy military
commands which are in confllct with
higher moral authority.

With a superb cast and a set wor-
thy of the flery questlons on trial,
Meadow Brook more than does jus-
tice to Saul Levil's drama. The play,
however, {ollows the prescribed pro-
tocol of a court trial and consequent-
ly suffers from the predictable and

by our
"l‘he Andersonyille Trial,” written
in 1957, rehashes tired old truths and
pmvldu DO DCW Bnswers.

Director Carl Schurr expertly
probes motivation in this chewy bit
of bona flde Argerican history, He
capltalizes on th intierent drama of
the times with drum rolls for en-
trances, snappyuYankee uciforms,
and men in boots and

Booth Colmary a3 the defendant,
Henry Wirz, turns h‘l an outstanding

rigid stage common to
dramas set In courtrooms.

Desplte a flne sense of history,
“The Andersoavllle Trinl” offers no
new insights on a moral question
that literally goes on trial following
nearly every war In recent memory.

During the Civil War, 14,000 Yan-
kee saldiers dled at Andersonville, a
festering, overcrowded prisoner of
war camp in Georgla. In 1885, Heory
Wirz, the commander of the Ander-
sonville war camp was tried before

a military court and sentenced to

with a be-
lievable Swiss acgent. He flushes red
with agitation and,cries real tears in
his mnvlng portrayal of a decent, or-
dlnary man caught in extraordinary
Ircumstances,
‘The real Benry Wirz, when he was
tried, wns 30 or 10 years younger

[

than Colman. In Colman's expert
hands, the age pancy pales be-
fore the Inrger drama of a man
trapped by history and condemned
as much by the necds of the times as
by his own actions.,

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Independent and famlly owned. i

2, Centurlas of knowledge and culture.

3. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
chiidren and grandchlidren of our earllest customers.

4. We wera the first with our own style Nacho- n:a

copled by many.
5, Wa serve quallity food!

NOWImDDUCING: 8TEAK & CHICKEN FAYITAS!

AHN ARBOR
50 N. Territorial

WATERFORD
2 1715 Telegraph
332-8851
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Regal plays Otis Baker as a man
with a pragmatic Intelligence, a
spreading walstline and an frritating
Httle laugh, a lawyer who sldesteps
to eclther the

During the Civil War,
14,000 Yankee soldiers
died at And ville,
a festering,
overcrowded prisoner
of war camp in
Georgia.

James Anthony portrays the cffi-
cient and pragmatic General Lew
Wallace with 2 perceptiveness that
glva depth to a role that could easi-
ly become a cardboard supporting
part.

TOM SPACKMAN, last secn on
the Meadow Brook stage as the
wlcked hunchback, Rlchard IT, does
an about-face and ploys the fudge
adyocate, Lt. Co. Chipman, a moral
man haunted by the ethical questions
of the case. He creates Chipman as a
ravaged, romanile fdeallst who duels
in court with hls alter ego, defense
attorney and realist, Otis Baker.

David Regal as Otis Baker turns in
the most intriguing characterization
in the production. Imagine Rhett
Butler with a rumpled suit, a scruffy
beard and a piercing turn of his
pragmatle mind.

North or the South and gets away
with it, a man who brilliantly de-
ferds the commander of a loathsome
Confederate war camp. Others in the
Ilne 25-person cast, who give partic-
ularly memaorable performances, in-
clude Philllp Locker, Alexander
Webb and James Otls.

Peter Hicks’ dramatic set of tall
arched windows sllhouctted agalnst
a backdrop ablaze with orange/red
lends emotional impact to the pro-
duction. The hot glow behind the
crisp military proceedings creates
the aura, not only of the war just
over, but of the tumultuous, vengeful
time of carpetbaggers just begln-
ning, The set also captures with
flaming color the scorching heat of
Washington during the summer of
1865 when the Army of the United
States tried and convicted Henry
Wlrz for war crimes,

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Biloomfield tcaches college writ-

ing classes a works as a
Jfreelance writer,
DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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RAMADA HOTEL
SOUTHFIELD

VALENTINE’S
SUPER SAVER WEEKEND
Friday, Saturday & Sunday Nights

$3450:§

*'10 each additional adult,

- For Resenuuom Call:

355-2929

28225 TELEGRAPH RD, - (313) 355-2929

single occp.

8 )

. Specializing in’

Windsor,: The Plaee
Get G

OurFreshSeafoodisFlowninDaily

300 Ouellette Ave., Wmdsor Canada
S lBlnckN‘oﬂhoNheTunne] .

xmum-nm 1530 2010 pm, » Pri. 11:30 m.wdnim
L - Sat:§ p.m.-Midnight » Snn.lp.m.-ﬂp.m. Y

Imported Win

A Luxurious

dining and entertainment.

price of $691°
this promotion.

**01 breakfast entree of equat value.

1500 Town Center,
(313) 827-4000

Overnight
Sensatlon.

S69

Blissful weekends for two at the Radlsson Plaza..just
imagline the pleasures. Opulent surroundings. Qur
spectacular fitness center and indaor pool. Legendary

And in the morning, wake up to Eggs Benedict®® for
two in Tango's European Bistro,

Your own overnight sensatlon..for the unbelievable

*Spedify “Overnight Sensation™” Adventure Package when making
reservation. Valid Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. Not applicable
with other discounted rates. A limited number of rooms are avallable for

Radisson Plaza Hotel
» AtTown Center

For Reservations Worldwide

800-333-3333

Southfield, Michlgan 48075
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Booth Colman is the defendant, Henry Wirz, and Tom Spuck-
man is the judge advocate, Lt. Col. Chipman, in “The Ander-
sonvlile Trial.”
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© Twice a week s better ‘.3_5__-___-_‘

1 HAVE AN
ARROW WITH

Your sweethea t

deserves more than flowers
VALENTINE'S WEEKEND *

89900

A luxurious two room-suite complete with living room,
private bedroom and wet bar with refrigerator.

‘Two hour § '8 I each ing.

Speclal Valentines dinner for two in Wellingtons. - With
a $30 food and beverage credit towards dinner.

Free breakfast cooked-to-order every morning in our
beautiful atrium,

por suite
per night

EM BASSY
Sifes |

1-800-EMBASSY

You don't have to be a fit cat to enjoy The Suite Life.™" X
DETROIT — SOUTHFIELD :

28100 Frunklin Rd. , g

(313) 350-2000 ! {
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