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Ralders rate with best |
in Plymouth Invitational.

RARDY BORST/stalt photographer

Kristin Szutarski was instrumental in North’s fourth-place fin-
ish with performances such at this on the bars, She scored

8.75and placed 13th.

i

By Stove Kowalski
statf writer

Wondy Minch of Weatland Jobn

Glenn walked away with the all-
around title Saturday at the Piym-
outh Gymnastles Invitational, but no
one had a stronger team than Mid-
1and Dow.

Dow outlasted the 17-team fleld at
Plymouth Canton with 142.15 polnts,

followed by Rockiord (140,80) in sec- .
ond place and third-place Troy .
Athens (140.35). Observerland was
by North Farming- .

well represen
ton, placlng fourth with 137.80 points
and Plymouth Canton taking fifth

- (181.10). For the rest of the team
standings, turn to page 5D.
. Min

ch's all-around oumbers were
impressive, a3 she earned 3$7.50
polnts out of a possible 40.0.

But Dow, which placed flfth last
year in the Class A meet, has super]-
or depth and it showed Saturday.
Four Dow gymnasts finished among
the top 15 ali-around performers, led
by Bethany Freeman, who was third
with 36.70 polnts,

Freeman didn't win any events but
she flnished second on the bars (9.40)
and tier fowest score of 8.95 on (he

would make any gymnast
smlle.

“I'VE_GOT A lot of depth this
year,” Dow coach Cyndl Whitaker
sald. “IU's been a major benefit be-
cause we've had several {njuries and

esses,

“I bave flve or six very talented
glrls. I was fmpressed with my team
In that they gave each other mental
and phyalcal support. They p\lllcd to-
gether. The mect was so close the
whole way and we couldn't give up.
Td Tove to sce the same results at the
state meet.”

North dldn't pose a blg threat to
the top three {eams, but sophomore
Heather Knahn kept the Ralders
close. Kahn led North's effort with
an all-around score of 35.85, tylng
her for flfth individually. She tied for
second on the beam (9.10) and her
lowest score was a very good 8.6 on
the vault, .

““This Is the second meet In a row

fident in myself and we've gotten &
1ot better since the beglnning of the
season. [ just hope I can imprave on

Julle Lawton of Farmington concentrates on
hor uneven bars routine Saturday in the annual

for 318t place.

Plymouth lnvllallonal. The senlor gymnast

the bars and vaglt”
Sald North coach Jeff Dwyer:
*This is a great meet and everyone
who competed for us pulled through.
‘We don't have a Jot of big meets Like
. On the beam, Kahn was the last
one up, and the whole gym was
watching, but she came through.

“NOW WE KNOW we can com-
pete with the top teams. It gives
them confldence.”

Other strong performers for North
were Kim Heller and Kristin Srutar.
ski, who finished with $4.80 and
3345, Mpecuvely.ln the all-around.

ton's Dawn Clifford led the
Chlc! finlshing 12th all-around with
3420 polnts, Includlng an 8.80 on the

Johaona Anderson scored
3230 all-around and Heather Mur-
phy's was right behind at 32.10.

lllinois has right combination for Estey

By Dan O'Meara
stalt writer

Tha Universily of Hlnots offerad
the best of both worlds, and that's
why Jill Estey will be golng there on
a basketball scholnrship,

Plymouth Salem’s star point
guard, who has given the Fighting I
Un! a verbal commitment, chose
them over Notre Dame and Harvard,

“1 was looking for the best combl-
nation between academics and ath-
letics,” sald Estey, who already bas
been admitted to the engineering

program. “T think 111 have both at * ha
Mlisols.

“They bave the second-best engl-
nmﬂng school In the country, second
ard has the aca-

. dem]u but not quite the athietics.

'‘And I'm glad I'm staying In the
BIg Ten, so I can swing by here eve-
ry.now and then," she added.

Beginnl “?oh "
inning 11:30pm
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Estey eliminated Michigan and
Dartmouth early from her short llst,
and Duke dropped out after signing
ancther player. She visited Horverd
and declded to forego the trip to
South Bend, Ind, after seelng the
Illinols campus,

“Once 1 visited Tllinols, I thought
‘Why look at an; g else? This is
what I want,’” Estey safd. “I didn't
want (o make campus viaits just to
make them.

“Some girls say ‘T'll take all five
and go somewhere warm.' I could
ve dragged it out until signin
date, but I sald (to the other coaches)

‘I'd only be wasting my time and
yours.' "

The S-foot-4 Estey, a threc-time
mzmber of the all-Chserver teamn
who was No. 8 In the Mlss Basketball
voting, will play for former Central
Michigan coach Laura Golden, who
isin hcr fifth year at Itllnols.

The lini have a young leam with
anly one senlor. The current polnt
guard is junlor Kristen Haynes, a
three-year starter.

“She’ll graduate by the time I'm a
sophomore,” Estey sald. “Hopefully,
I can work my way into a startlng
position. But I have to keep working,
because they're golng to keep bring-

ing in good players.”
In the two years Estey played
alongslde Dena Head at Salem, she
4 in doutle flgures bat was 2
point guard first. As the team leader
last fall, she became more of a
scorer, averaglng 18 polnts, At the
collegiate level, she antlclpates re-
verting to her previous role,
“They're looking at me as 2 point
guard,” Estey sald, “and that's real-
ly what I am. I'm looking to be a
passer and playmaker; scoring won't
be my flrst priority.”
Estey met most of the Iillnols
players — Including Sonya Waters, a
freshman from Detroit

01T

“f was immensely pleased,” Cnn—
ton coach John Cu

'RANDY BORST/stat! photographor

acored 8,0 on the bars and tied with five ulhorl

ClmmlNE OATES Is only a

“We scored the cxact same (las()
‘Wednesdoy agalnst John Glenn and
It tells me my team's performing
consistently.

I was surprised we did as weil as
we dld agalnst the level of competl-
tion. It tells me we have a chance to
do something ot the state meet.”

No one stood out individually for
Salem, but the Rocks finished 10th
with 125.80 polnts and got strong
performances out of Autumn Bunch
and Lisa Wietfeld.

Bunch tailled 31.55 polnts All-
Around, placing 14th on the floor
(8.45) and carning an 8.25 on the
bars. Wietfeld wasno't far behind
Bunch [n the all-around, scoring
28.95.

but she
placed Rlﬁt lll -around with 33.05,
Julle Lawton also turned in impres.
sive numbers, scoring 82.15 all-
around, But coach Mary Beth
Schornhorst sald the meet was a
learning experience (or the Falcons.

“We were shakier than normal,”
she said. A lot of girls haven't nox-
mally been o a meet lke this.
Thcre‘u a lot of distractions going on.
What surprises me is 50 many teams
arc getting stronger. The level of
performance Is improving.’

No one could keep up with Glenn's
super sophomore- Minch, who won
the beam (9.35) and bar (9.80) events,
en rout to the All-Around title.

Minch carrled Glenn to a 18th
place flnish, Without her, the Rock-
ets might have flnished last.

surpass 140 points sometime this

host Colts finlshed third with 12!
“I think we're doing really well,”

Kim Heller won the vault (9.3)
vich for first on the bars at 8,65,

earned third place on the beam (8.

North stays unbeaten
With a little improvement in we:lch eveni, North Farmiogton might

The Raiders reached 137.50 Monday iz a tri-meet victory at Troy. The
0, white Frarer had 130.50,

think we can push cven hnrdcr and I think we can even hit 140. We were
on pace to do that tonight if we'd really hit our beam.”

and beam (8.85) events outright for {
North and ticd teammate Kristin Szutarski and Fraser’s Dana Komleno-

Heather Kahn also turned In fine performances on the vault, scoring
9.2, and she won the floor exerelse (9.25). i

Srutarski finlshed second on the foor {8.8), and the Ralders’ Rita Dunn
4).

North coach Jeif Dwyer said. “But I
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