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Bittinger takes his
place in OU history

ernlty Is a long time. And

that’s how long It wlil be

before someone representing QOak-
land Unlversity mens basketball
wears the No. 5 ento the court again.
A fersey bearing that numeral [s
now stuck high on the wall of the
Lepley Sports Center gymnasium.
‘True, It's not exactly Boston Garden,
but having a number retired in your
honer 1s still signlficant, wherever it

S ANYONE ELUQUENT In
A Jdouble talk should know, et-

maybe.

Scott Bltifnger is the rcason (hat
Jersey hangs on the wall at Lepley.

“I've known for almost two
months now,” said Blttinger at the
time he took his place in OU history.
“But I was really surprised at first.”

“First, you've got lo understand
that this kind of stutf Is gencrally ap-
preclated more by people more fa-
miliar with the term retire. Bitt-
Inger hardly quallfies; he fired his
last jumper for OU just 10 months
ago. Hey, he's only 22,

“STILL, OU COACH Greg Kampe
wanted this, He wanted people to re-
member what OU's basketball team
was Ilke before he arrived on cam-
pus almost five years ago, with Bitt-
Inger — his first recrult — In tow,

+ The Ploneers had never had a win-
ning record In the Great Lakes Con-
ference before. After going $-11 in
Kampe's — and Blttinger's — flrst
two seasons, QU posted 10-6 and 11-5
GLIAC records. The Ploneers were
39-17 over the last two seasons.

It wasn't justbecausc of Bittinger.
But he was a primary factor. It
showed, more than ever, last year,
when hls scoring talents were really

- f c.J.
- y Risak

used {nr Ulu first tlme.

Entering hls senlor season, Blit-
inger was averaging 12.7 polnts a
game — a modest total, He had been
sclected to the all-GLIAC team after
scoring 10.4 a game as o junior. The
two years prior (o that, Blttinger
was on the all-GLIAC team — for
defense.

HIS CAREER totals enterlng his
sentor campaign showed 830 career
fleld-goal attempts, 316 scores (50.1
percent). As a scnlor, Bittinger put
up 522 shots and madc 291 — 55.8
percent. He averaged 26.4 points and
broke the GLIAC record for palnts In
a season and was named the league’s
player of the year.

What caused the Increase in out-
put? Maturity? Development?
Growth?

It was more basle than that.
Kampe structured his offense to fea-
ture Bittinger. When instructions for
“Indlana” came from the beneh; op-
paonents could start looking for a few
bascllne pleks for Blttinger to sweep,
past, followed by a pass to hlm en
the wing and a 15-foot jumper.
Which usually got ali net.

Kampe likes to highlight. his sen-
jors. John Henderson - scorlng 22.8
polnts thls scason after averaging
10.¢ In hls flrst three — s finding
that out. Bittlnger knew this, too.

“My first two years, I fel {he sen-
lors do what they wanted,” he sald,
“Now, !onklng back, 1 wish I had

done mo

NO BITI‘EI\NBSS intended. That
wouldn't it Bittinger. Labeled t
small (6-foot-2, 160-pounds) (nr
NCAA Divlslon I ball, he made a ca-
reer declsion s a senlor at Toledo'’s
St. Francis de Sales High School
(whlch he and a host of others, In-
cluding former Purdue star Todd
{si‘lll]lc)hcll, led to the Ohio AAA state

¢).

“I knew Coach Kampe would play
the type of basketball I wanted to
play,” he sald. “And there was
good future in the job market in thls
area.”

For most of his first three years,
Bittinger played polnt guard for
Kampe and concentrated on dlstrl-
butlon and defense, even though he
would have rather played off-guard.

But Bittinger adjusted and adapt-
cd, which might best serve as his leg-
acy. He dld whatever was necessary
to make OU a better basketball
team, and it worked.

His top accomplishment at QU?
"Just doing as well as I dld,” he an-
swered. “Coach Kampe sald after
my first year here, ‘You're golng to
have a great carcer if you Impravc
every season.’ I dld, so 'm happy.”

As Bltttnger Improved, so did the
Pioncers, from perennial GLIAC cel-
lar-dwellers to ltle challengers.
Bittinger’s contribution to that tran.
sitlon  will now remembered
whenever anyone glances up and
sces his No. 5 hanging on Lepley's
wall.

Eagles drop 4th straight

« After a promising th
slreak the bottom has faitcn out lor
the men's basketball team at St
Mary's College of Orchard Lake.

The Eagles have lost four straight
to fall to 13-14. Their most recent
setback came at Saginaw Valley
State, 102-92 Monday.

Two weeks ago, St. Mary's had
hoped to move into second-place in
the NAIA District 23 power-polnt
rankings; now the Eagles are barely
hanging on to fourth, Tho top six
teams make the district playoffs,
with the top twe gaining first-round

byes.
St. Mary's tralled SVSU — now 12-

basketball

10 and ranked Lhird In the district —
49-35 at the half and could not make
up the difference. James Curtis had
26 polnis and seven rebounds for the
Eagles.

Jefi Suspeck got 11 polats and
three steals, Jerome Washburn fin-
Ished with 10 points and 10 boards
and James Lakes had 10 polnts and
seven rebounds for St. Mary's. Dan-

ny Butcher noiched eight points and
five assists.

The Cardinals had four players
reach double figures in scorlng: Mike
Esslg {20), Dennls Fryzel (15), Bill

ml (H) and Rod Creech {12).

N SATURDAY at Spring Arbor
Col]cgc St. Mary's wasted a carcer-
best 37 points by Washburn and lost
109-103. Jim Butcher recorded his
second-straight seven-of-10 on three-
pointers and finished with 23 polnts.
Spring Arbor (just 4-21 on the sea-
son) gat 35 points fram Troy Love.

St. Mary's plays at Concordla Col-
Legc in Ann Arbor at 7:30 p.m. Satur-

ay.

Anyhody can
pay relail.

Furniture Rental Resale
Center. Previously rented
brand name furniture from
homes, offices, condos is
offered to you at fabulous
resale prices, Stock changes

The insiders'
source for

at buys on
preat furniture
is the CORT

daily, so the trick to finding the
best buys is to shop carly in the
week—and often. Paying retail

ut, why?

just doesn't pay.

Al wood and lacquer finish

BEDROOM
SETS

"2

Compare to $539

New Udéans nak\ffnish
NIGHTSTANDS
’ only

*49

Compare to $99

Centemporary & traditional

SOFAS

%299

Compare to $695

Virco 30" X 60” walnut

FOLDING
TABLES

T

Compare to $129

Alsy, Coranet Deena

CERAMIC
TABLE LAMPS

|

Compare to $129

Twin, full, queen

BEDDING
SETS

twin size from
%9

Compare to $229

 CORT

28720 Northwestem Highway, Southfield/ 358-4303

Mon. & Thurs, 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Tues. & Weds. 10-7, Sal. 10-5/Mm£ardIVlSAMmcnmn Express

" ' The @] outlet for furniture.

e . .r

Furniture Rental
" Resale Center

CANTERBURY LANE

at

PEACHWOOD INN

A Special Care Unit for the Cognitively impaired

CANTERBURY LANE of-
fers programs and activ-
ites for adults suffering
from Alzheimer's Disease
and other related disor-
ders, in a caring, secure
and beautiful setting.

this home environment in-~
novative programming en-
courages each resident to
maintain as much inde-
pendence as possible.

» 24 hour supervised care

-« Individualized attention by staff
specially trained to respond to each
resident’s needs

« Focused activities to help prevent
wandering

» Relearning of familiar skills

« Medical care by physicians and
licensed nurses

» Guidance in dressing, eating and
personal hygiene

+ Recreationai, Social and Educational
activities

* Music and Pet Therapy

+ Day Trips

CANTERBURY LANE has innovative
supervised programs 24 hours daily.
Self contained, it has its own living, -
dining and kitchen facilities exclusively
for the use of residents and their
families. Families are encouraged to
join and assist the staff in the develop-
ment of care plans and activities for
their family member. There is a variety
of accommodations to choose from
and meals, linens and housekeeping is
included. Should the resident require
more intensive medical ~care accom-
modations can be arranged in Peach-
wood Inn, a basic and skilled health
care facility.

CANTERBURY LANE

at

PEACHWOOD INN

3500 W. South Boulevard
Rochester Hills, M|

- 852-7800

Minutes from Dowﬁtown Birmingham

|




