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Resonance is missing Glamorizing dullish baths

HE SEORT story s alive and Mcking,

getting stronger every year, proving
once agaln that class wins. Quality M book break

can ko @ fine substitule, A bowl filled with colorcd soaps

W : l‘v onia towels and seme live plants can achleve a ‘look."”

will out.
! !wi. When shopping for wallpaper, sclect one with a matching
G ri fabric. If you have a shower and tub, use the matching fabric

‘There was time, not 50 long ago, when men-
tiening the words “short story” was ke zheut-

for Ued-back draperics. A window should be dressed with the
same fabric as well.

ing "libursl Derocral” [n Fousten I was
thumbs down all the way. Short stories, gasp and
When the bathroomn or powder room is small, use mirrors,
These are arcas where the use of mirrors ia limitiess. I have

1f you've visited any model homes, you've probably noticed
how glamorous bathrooms have become. Then you return home

and wish yours was more appealing.
If you don’t want to invest in wallpap!zr. poateu or pictures
and

gag! Not in thls regime — not in this llfetime,

I say blame The New Yorker, but that's just
me. The New Yorker, the supposed vanguard of
llterary fictlon, gave up clarity and coherence

If you have a free standing sink in your bath and nced more

K say blame the space, surround it with a countertop. If your commode Is on the

for awhile there and went with bits and pleces, ’ H od same wall, extend your top to go over it.
Tunky language games and “poor me" ennul in- wom'el_r s magazm'es nﬂg:crn :;’ccc c:xl-‘al?i% ;"ﬁ‘:{‘:h""g"’;":‘" gu”u‘ﬁ;mﬁ;"%e a  Bathrooms demand good lighting — not only for vislon and
stead. . for giving up quality problem. Removing tle ls costly so the best way to handle ftis  Safety, but also for decorative enhancement, In new construc-
- 7 Y with colar, The combination of jade green and black tile often  ton, 2D Inexpensive way to supply good lighting 1s to have a
ﬂx  SAY BLAME THE wemen's magarioes for commercial fiction found in older homes looks wonderful with walls done in a  SOIit over the vanily and use high wattage fivorescent bulbs.
ving up quality commerelal {lction and golng ) 7 softer or deeper green. A black tlle floor would look sensational A popular innovailon in bathroom lighting Is theatrical light-
Instead for :.he '{v‘(_ll‘:"'”’»li‘:g’-t:"“-h““““ ro- and going ‘ms'e'_ﬂd for with these combinations, Mica cabinets in matte finish or Ing Fiy gmmlng the mirror on two, three ot four sides with 25
e o Do Buymer. Godden. Phyins the mindless, giddy, Tacquer In bonc or almond complete the look, Orchid tiles were  watt Incandescent bulbs. 1 like good lighting, but ot the
Whitney and Mary Augusta Redgers (who, by the cliche-ridden . ;a;]r:uﬂfu in older homnes, Mauve and celery make orchld tiles  amount of heat thrown off by all those bulbs.

way, lives in Birmingham. I was stunned when I

found that out a few years ago, I had read her
storics for years and decided that nobody that
good could be earthbound and Uve a life lke
everyone else)

1 say blame Gordon Lish and his ailly Colum-

- bia School of “write like me and you'll be a star
lI 1let you.” But that may be glving Lish too
ch credit. Even he fsn't capable of creaticg

an enure lterary movement — is he?

SHIl T want to blame somcone. Somebody
had to publish all the stupid stories we were
forced to endure for so long — stories where
wired with-it people (young) slt around in their
underwear and while away a couple of hours
snorting cocalne, detesting thelr rich and drunk-
cn parefits and having the most boring conversa-
tions in the world about what they did or dida’t
do, should or shoulda't have done, Write it In
present tense, w In a few brand names
(“Adrian spends long minutes carefully tearing
back the wrapper of the Hershey with Almonds,
+ « " A Lish trademark: Don't just tell us what it
is — Lell us what {s), doo’t forget the drugs and
you have the classlc short story of the '80s.

. But I'm getting ncedlessly cranky. As I sald

be(n things change. Already “liberal Demo- -

crat” has lost its uerdy edge and we LDs have
been invited — even encouraged — to come out
of the swamps and get back {o the business at
band. Namely, changing things.

And what does that have to do with short sto-
ries? Not a thing. So let's goon,

A lot of us were growing up when some of the
greatest short story writers ever to graco this
planet were still alive and plugging away at
their craft: Hemingway, Faulkner, the 0'Con-
nors — Flaonery and Frank — Stelnbeck,
Thurber, Dorothy Parker, Somerset Maugham,
Katherine Anne Porier, E. B. White.

Their works were exquisite, wlcked, foyous,
cautionary — and as dazling clear as a moun-
taln river. Some of the best are still with us:

. Eudora Welty Peter Taylor. Joyee Carol Oates,
And some of the currently good are only getting
better: Bobby Ann Mason, Ellen Gilchrist, Louls
Erdrich, Max Apple, Mona Simpson — and our
own Michigan ters, es Baxter, Stuart
Dybek, Janet Kauffman and Gloﬂn Whelan. -

A former Detrolter, Glorls Whelan now writes
at her home In the north woods east of Grand

romance stories.’

Traverse Bay, Some of her best stories reflect
that sctting, while others take place in for away,
exotic locales. Her characters might be consid-
ered pretty ordinary but for the way they reckon
with the world around them. Fourteen of ber
storles, including the 0. Henry award- wlnn!ng
“The Dogs In Renoir’s Garden,” appear in
“Playing with Shadows {bardbound, $11.95), 5
collection recently published by the Ilinols Uni-
versity Press,

In a recent discusslon with other writers,
‘Whelan told about Keats vlewing a buge, histori-
cal tableau palnted by the American painter
Benjamln West. Keats looked at it for a long
time, then remarked, “It's very good, it's very
w::! dqne, but there nothing in it to be Intense
about.”

The intensity is there in all of Whelan's sto-
ries. She draws us In and keeps us there by giv-
ing us something to care about. A dull, self-cen-
tered man believes his middle-aged, overwelght
wife has taken a lover, He follows her, sples on
her and discovers the pathetic reason for the
new sparkle in her eye — she has become a
shoplifter.

A woman walking near her home [n the woods
spots a passenger pigeon, & breed thought to be

70 years extinct. She recognlzes, with great sad-
ness, that Is a secret she must keep from her

blologist husband, who spends his days gathering
and Killing creatures for study,

A former nelghbor takes a lonely woman in a
nursing home out to lunch at her country club
restaurant. It is a disaster from the start, cs-
calating from bad to worse when the woman
somehow acqulres, then drinks, several double
martinis.

“In a good short story,” Whelan says, “there is
the feeling that down underneath there Is o reso-
nance, a reverberation that stays with us long
after the story is ended.”

It’s the resonance lhat good story writers
strive for. “No tricks,” Raymond Carver said.
‘The trick stories are mind candy — fun while
they last, but forgotten when they're gone. And
it there is a short story resurgence, let it be be-
cause there are storfes to bo told — and worth
telling well.

‘Cleopatra’ slide show set

Both Julius Caesar and the daching Mark An-
tony found her Lrreslstible,

But she was {ar too high-spirited, well educat-
ed and clever for the rest of the Romans. When
she died, they thanked thelr gods and danced.

She was Cleopatra, queen of Egypt.

“The Schooleraft College Committee (o Pro-
mote the Arts is hosting “Cleopatra’s Egypt,” a
slide presentation by Willlam Peck, curator of
Anclent Art at the Detrolt Institute of Arts, at
1:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb, 23, [n the Liberal Arts
Theater.

PECK'S PRESENTATION is being held In
conjunctlon with “Cleopatra’s Egypt: Age of the
Ptolemles,” an exhibit at the DEA from Feb. 15
to May 1. Peck, a specinlist in Egyption art,
played a key role In organizing the exhibltion,
which opened In New York and wlll travel from
Detrolt to Munich.

One of the most famous women in history,
Cleapatra has captivated artlsts, composers and
wrlters for 2,000 years, Michelanglo drew her,
Berlioz composed a work for voice and orches-
tra on her death and
wrotc a play about her, glvlng her the largest
female role in his repertory.

‘The program Is open to the publie and is free
of charge. Schooleraft College is at 18600 Hag-
gerty Rond, between Six and Seven Mile, in
Livonta, For more information, call 462-4435.

WERE|0KING
HORAFW
GOOD HEMBERS

who can appreclate the quallty lifostyle
that only Essex Club can offer, Como
soo what moakes our detached
condominium community ono of tho
most uougm—muf In today's market.

Five floor plans to
choose from, Prices start
ot Just $169,000.
Model hours: 12- 5 daily,

closed Thurs.

ESSEXCL

XCLUB
Phone 553-9270

Located on Halstead Road, North of 12 Milo Road In Farmington Hills

Another Fine Community by Selective Homes. (}

This is the
can make the

child whe
dollar strong,

- the economy vibrant.

Only a child.

.

But like all American kids, Randal Six, inventor of a
solar heating device called Let the Sun Shine, is a very

special child.

For our kids have a creative, inventive heritage second ‘
to none. And inventiveness, creativity, productivity;
these are the things prosperity and growth are made of.
. Now the inventive instincts of American school kids are
being challenged by a very special education program and

contest.
Invent America!

It's the only program that recogi\izes small genius, -
With more than half a million dollars in awards every year.
And the only program that knows small genius can

grow up to become big genius—with the capacity to make

a big difference in the world.

Kids and parents should ask their teachers about

Invent America! and how to participate,
And if teacher doesn’t know?

Just write Invent America!, 510 King Street, Suite
420, Alexandria, VA 22314, or call 703/684-1836,

. Invent America!

FARM(NGTON HILLS
NEUTRAL decor throughout this loyely, weld kept Dutch colonlsl
‘with 4 bedrooms, 2V baths, large kirchen with hardwood floor,
family room with ficeplace and Freach doors leadlog to beated
Florida room. $177,900 (H-299) B31-4400

ATTENTION ANTIQUE LOVERSY

COVE CEILINGS, bardwood floor sod a circalar drive aze fust @

amall par of the charm this 4 bedroom, 2V bath Lachrup Village
colonial offers, Beautifully decorsted in Engllsh country, Lauea Ashe
ley designer wallpaper. $126,900 {5C-277}) 5376700

OUTHFIELD SPACIOUS COLONIAL
GREAT !AMILY HOME, Close to schools, park asd shoppiog. 4
bedrooms, 214 baths, lazge famlly room with fireplace, 1t floor
laundry, ceatrsl alr, fenced yaed, 2 car garage -m. aide drive.
l99000 (L-220)) 647-6400 |

FARMINGTON HILLS
ANXIOUS owner wants an offer! Charm and character surround
this orlginsl carrlsge house on u beautiful treed 1,43 acce fot, In-
cludes § bedrooms, 2 bathy, natural fieeplace, den, formal diniag
room and nice above ground poal, $279,000 (L-340) 8314400

MANY CUSTOM E’EATURES
CHARMING Eaglish Tudor 4 bedroom home Tocated in prime
ares of Huatlngton Woods. Modern kitchea, dising room, custom
ceramle tile firepl. sun room with ceramlc floor, Family room
averlooking well landscaped yard. $169,900 {D-260) 347-2000

BXCELLENT VAI.UE
DELIGHTFUL CONDO in Southfield with 2 lasger bedroom and -
2% baths. This (ownhousa also Includes all eppliances, & full fia:
fabed basement, dressing o master bedroom, watk-ia closets,
heated ponl and excellent location. $71,000 (5C-230) 357-6700

Designed to make America a 'winner again.

BIRMINGHAM ROYAL OAK @ ROCHESTER BLOOMFIELD
-I- G4§7-G500 5472000 s 651--§100 644-6788
eﬁl SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUIP TROY
Bringing bright Ideas oxt o yeuny mints X M 557-G700 Gi-1660
mwnm m‘ with business, industry and education. '

progam in
Call of write 1odey 1o join this vitl rational efkost.




