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couples-to-be are relying onin

these days of greater interest in
home enterfaining, but less time for
shopping.

Typically, the registrar helps
coordinate dinnerware, flatware and
stemware paiterns and also lakes the
bride — increasingly accompanied by
{he groom — through an ever-
expanding list of choices 1o make in
other categories. Gift-givers use the
registry 1o select a gilt that's wanted by
the couple.

The return to traditional weddings
carries over in choices young couples
are making for their crystal, silver and
china, say registry directors in
depariment and specialty shops. For
example, there’s a renewed interest in
crystal among bridal consumers,
according to Cleverley Stone, bridal
registry director at B. Aitman's in New
York.

SHE SAYS THAT brides arz
registering Jor more items than they
used to, including candlesiicks, vases
and pilchers. They're choosing more
expensive stems, 100. The average

LITTLE help from their new friends
A in the bridal registry is whal

price per glass 15 between $27 and $35.
Many regisier for two sternware
patterns to go with (he iwo sets of
dinnerware that they select.

Besides the silverware, fine ching and
crystal that are raditionally listed, the
nalion's estimated 5,000 bridal gilt
regisirics are increasingly listing more
unusual gifls desired by brides and
grooms-to-be.

Some examples on recent lisls
include exercise equipment, bicycles,
fully-stocked picnic baskets, home
clecironic cquipment such as
camcorders and computers, cooking
appliances such as ice cream makers
and pasta machines, and art abjects.

There are, however, some distinct
geographic dillerences. California
couples are registering for patio
furniture, garden tools, beach
umbrellas, barbecue grills and bikes,
according to Rose Nahabedian, registry
director a1 The Broadway in Glendale,
Calil, “Couples don'1 always register for
fine crystal ang china, Many of my
clients 1ell me they want to purchase
thuse items later onin their matriage,™
she says.

IN NEW YORK, art objects and

nandcrafts such as one-of-a-kind
serving dishes are popular with couples
registenng at Saks Fifth Avenue’s gilt
department.

Anothcr Mew York area trend is
regisienng at non-traditional shops such
as Dean & Deluca, a goutmet food
shop. A source al the store noted thal
couples come 16 register for everything
Irom pots and pans to cooking tools.
Also popular are gifl cenlilicates tor
specialty loods.

All over the country, interest in ethnic
foods has enlarged the range of ulensils
newlyweds want, says Anne Kupper,
national spokesman for the gourmel
gadge! chain of Williams-Sonoma.
Pasia machines, paclla pans, even
nutmeg and cheese graters are registry
lems with this chain,.

‘In the 15 years I've been with the
company, I've seen some things that
haven't been listed for years come back
— hke tondue pots and pressure
cockers, which make it possibte for
working couples to cook quickly,’ says
Kupper.

Although it's customary 16 include
mexpensive as well as big-ticket items

on a wish 151, Michelle Kahn, brdal
tegistry direclor at Neiman Marcus in
\White Plains, N.Y., 5ays that 'a wedding
celebration s one occasion for which
you needn’t be shy about extravagant
requests.”

Some couples have registered for
one-ol-a-kind cralts such as a $3,000
punch bow! by Dorothy Hafner or
trendy silver, china and crystal such as
that beanng the Swid Powell tabel,

WITH COUPLES' wish lisis growing
mote varicd, the nation's bridal arbilers
are advising gift givers ta be more
original, 100. Barbara Tober, editor of
Bride's magazine, says wedding guesls
should give something the couple want,
but also should personalize their gift,

For example, a donor might match ug
wine goblets and wine, a requesied
teapot with a basket of exolic herbal
1cas., fragrant soaps with chosen bath
1owels, farmily pholos with a selected
silver frame, a sel of partait dishes wilh
an ice crean maker, or a crystal vase
and a gdi certilicate for tlowers-of-the-
month.

We prepare our cakes
to your specitic orders,
using only the freshest
ingredients. Then each
cake is hand-decorated,
using the colors of your
cholce. Let us prepare a
delicious, beautiful cake
for your speclal day.
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wedding so perfect!”

“Thank you for executing plans which made \

our reliearsal dinner all we conld ask for.”

“Thanks for making every detail of our

.. and we couldn't have asked for a more
luxurious honeymoon suite,”’

“The shower was lovely, from the food to the
service and evervihing in between, Thanks!™!
-D.I.
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For information on how we can plan your wedding,
call our Catering Sales Office at §79-2100
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