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WL enrollment crunch leads to busing

8y Jmlu Brunson
stalf writer

Respondlng to nuasslve enrollinent
projections for schonl vear 1989-80,
i Walled Luke schuol buard unanl-
mously approved Feb. 6 a plan de-
scribed by district educators as “the
most gesponsible” {n relteving pend.
Ing crowdlng next year.

Kindorgartners scheduled for
Maple Elementary will be bused 5%
miles lo Loon Lake Elementary
where four new classcooms will be
constructed to hold them. And four
new classrooms will also be added
on to Qakley Park Elementary.

. Maple and Oakley Park are the
two schools most serlously affected
by crowding profections. One-hun-
dred-lwenty new students are ex-
pected: next fall at Maple In West
Bloomiield and 100 are expected at
Oakley. Park in Commerce Town-
ship, which some wwmhlp students
attend.

Walted Lake Consolidated Schools
includes northwest Farmington
Hills,

“This is the most reasonable, the
most respancible of all solutions,”
said Walled Lahe superiitendent
James Geiser In addressing the more
than 100 concerned parents who at-
tended the meeting.

Typleal were Barbara and David
Goldman, who moved to West
Bloomtleld seven years ngo because
the township’s schools “come highly
regarded.” The Goldman's, who have
a son in first grade at Maple and a
set of twins slated to start schoal In
the fall, were attending thelr first
school board meeting.

“ONE WORL everyonc is con-
cerned with is quality,” said David
Goldman prior to the start of Mon-
day's meeting. He and his wlife also
said they are reluctant about busing
kindergartners to Loon Lake,

Most parents expressed slmllar

concerns. Hugh Davies, asslstant su-
perintendent for elementary educa.
tion who authored recommendatlons
contalned In the plan, addressed the
prohtem

"This (Lusing) is sot offered as the
ideal solutlon but as tho most work-
able, It olfers the best teaching/
lcarnlng sltuation because kinder-
garten has the advantage of belog a
self-contalned unit. It makes lemon-
ade out of lemons,” Davies sald.
Then he Introduced Loon Lake prin-
cipal Suzan Winder.

“You are coming to a warm and
carlng environment,” Winder sald of
the school. “We have the same val-
ucs and academle expectations as
you. We are committed to excellence
in educatlon.”

Winder described educational pro-
grams thls school year at Loon Lake,
Including mock presidential clec-
tlons at the kindergarten level,

Following her comments, the
Goldmans and others sald they were

Botsford hails consortium

By Susan Buck
stalt welter

Botsford General Hospital In
Farmington Hills is one of six osteo-
pathle hospltals that have agreed to
form a consortium called Health
Care Group Inc., to share services.

‘The gther five hospitals part of the
not-forprofit corporation are: Gar-
den CE Osteopathic Hospltal, Gar-
den COY; Northwest General Hospi-
tal, Detroit; Oakland General Health
Systems, parent of Oakland General
Hosplial, Madison Heights; Pontiac

Osteolithic Hospltal, Pontlac; and
MCG Zfelesis Inc.,, parent of Mt.
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Clemens General Hospital, Mt.
Clemens.

“The advantages are transpar-
ent,” said Gerson Cooper, president
of Botsford General Hospital. “In
southeastern Michlgan, there are
only 20 hospltals not affiliated with
other consortlums or common own-
ership.”

The Health Care Group Incorpo-
rated Feb, 2.

Corporate cxecutive officers rep-
resenting nine hespltals met In Octo-
ber, “Intemal indeclslon” influenced
the Horizon Health Group, composed
of Detrolt Ostheopathle Hospltal, Bi-
County Community Hespltal, War-

E)

EXAMPLE 51
* TAURUS: Polyester, fcor:lvﬂuﬂdﬂd
F

o2
* CURVED PVC:! 100”X84" «uvurvesses $120

FREE IN-HOME S8ELECTION &

g of Groovers, 3190

rae
(AMPLE .

— FREE VALANCE —

INSTALLATION®*
Ho

Polok b3 Haggerey
canos 661-9100

Country Ridge Commons
‘ 5 2 Rd.

2 OFF ALL VALENTINE'S DAY GIFT ITEMS

FAST, HASSI.E-FREE SERVICE!

NEXT TIME

YOU HAVE A PACKAGE
TO SHIP..,

STOPBY QUR

CONVENIENT

PACKAGE EXPRESS CENTER

W/ B o ups

FOR GRANDPARENTS -

OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ORCHARD RIDGE CAMPUS
presents
Touring Chamber Theatre
Wallace Smith Productions

A SPECIAL VALENTINE

PARENTS & CHILDREN

Plays without vlllains or
ages

s 5-9 and adults

mall

Theatre

Mr. Smith has been p
" with emy
CONFLICT RESOLUTIO!
POSITIVE

g entertalning Ch

VALUE structuring since 1972.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18- 11 AM.

3.00
SMITH THEATRE

Oakiand Communiy Categt

TICKETS

hasis on
, PROBLEM 8OLVING and

Ortird Rt Campus

& RESERVATIONS

ren, and Riverside Hospltal, Tren-
ton, to reconslder, Cooper sald.

“IT'S AN opportunity to pool our
resources,” said Alan Breakle, Gar-
den City Ostcopathic Hospltal presl-
dent. “It wlil eptimize the strengths
of each hospltal and do things on a
less-costly basis. The cost of health
care is skyrocketing.”

Under the consortium, programs
like interns-in-residence medlcal ed-
ucation will be upgraded. Resldents
who usually spend four years at Gar-
den City Hospital exclusively could,
for example, divide their time
among the hospitals, sald Breakle,

“This means greater ciposure for
lht!:;n In surgery, pediatrics, ete.,” he

much more comfortable with the
§dea of busing to Loon Lake, “We're
feellng much better about it,” the
Goldmans chorused.

SAM  WOLFE, an unsnceessing
school board candldate who has a
fifth grader at Maple, admonished
board members for “management
by crisls, I was very involved five
years ago and we had a crisls then,
We got a tax Increase and resolved
1t. Now we have another erisis.”

Gelsler sald the distiict is adopt-
ing a strategic planning model to
“facllitate response to the communi-
1y’s growth, the kigh growth arcas.”

Belween now and 1990, consiruc-
tlon will begin or be completed on
nearly 12,000 new houslng units
along the Haggerty corridor In the
Walled Lake school district. Since
1886, student enrollment has already
increased by 600 students.

Barbara Goldman asked board
members if students bused to Loon

benefits

“Health Care Group Inc. repre-
sents over §425 milllon In gross an-
nual revenues; 1,605 licensed hospl-
tal beds; o 1,113-member medical
stalf; 5,890 full-time equlvalent em-
ployees; and 496 nursing home
beds,” sald Dr. Paul Trimmer, presi-
dent of the Pontiac Hospital Board
of Trustees and board member to
Health Care Group Inc. in a Feb. 3
presa release,

“In tota), our educatlon programs
will represent 274 residents and 120

Interns** f
THIS COMPARES to $65 mllllon
in gross annual revenues if Garden
City Hospital, for example, stood
alone, Breakie said.
The consortium presents new In-
roads in attracting capltal, making It

Lake for kindergarien would attend
Maple Elementary In flrst grade.

Davles' answer was met with
groans from the crowd. “It is qulte
p033ible, Lut it can’l be guuranteed,”
Davies =aid, becauece o possible
redistricting facing Walled Lake
schools “twice withln the next few
years."

Under a proposal adapted by the
board late last year, the district wlll,
construct three new schools and sup
port facilitics and renovate existing
struclures at a cost of $70 million,
providing volers approve a bond re-
quest durlng special clecllolu next
month.

“What If the bond is not approved
by voters?” asked one parent.

“THIS BOND cannot not pass,”
satd board member Jocl Silverblatt.
If voters fall to approve it, "we wilt
be forced to cut programs or let
teachers go and make classes blg-
ger.” The bond is expected {o gen-

crate some $47.8 milllon over 15
years.

In vating for the plan, school
board preslident Sammy Ructenlk
sald “no matter what, we wiil huve
unhappy parcnts. But speaklng from
22 years (teaching) experience, the
world of klndergarten is contalned in
the classroom and while this ls not
painless, It is the best possible way."

Board member Marc Belsky, re-
cently appointed to the board, sald
“I'm making my decision cn what I
feel to be most educatlonaily sound.”
In additlon to Belsky, board mem-
bers Silverblatt, Esther Mclnnis, Pa-
tricia Jackman, G. Wiltlam Knight
and Kathryn Mizz} also voted for the
plan,

Prior to tmplementation next
schoo) year, Davies recommended
formation of a committee of educa-
tors and parents to resolve such is-
sues as locatlon of the latch-key pro-
gram for students who are bused.

The Allstate Insurance Group has
invested $5 million In bonds through-
out Oakland County including Farm-
ington Hills, according to Melvin
Phifer, the companics’ reglonal vice
president for the state.

Oakland County investments are
part of the $248 milllon In bonds held
by Allstate in 35 countfes In Michl.
gan.

Allstate purchases
bonds to support
Hills enterprises

Community Schools, $845,060; and
Oakland Community College,
$570,000.

It contlnues to be Allstate polley|
to support the development of areas|
in which we do business by Investing|
in local communitles,” Phifer sald,
“We are a corporate citizen in cach)
of the communitles in whlch our of+
fices are located. Like all citizens,
we will share in the progress of these|

The I In itles and  surr
Services like printing, warchous-  easler to borrow moncy, he added. 0
ng and food purchasing will also be Initial talks about forming the (Oakland County Include Farmington areas,
shared. consortium began In April 1988, T
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