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Dick Raih and his 7-year-old
ther-Daughter Dance Friday.

daughter, Katie, dance at lho Fa-

Hearts and roses
Daddies and daughters dance to the beat

By Susan Buck
staft wiitor

HE MEN cach arrived
alenc with a younger
woman, and their wives
dldn't mlnd a bit.

More than 850 fathers and
daughters arrlved Friday night at
the fourth annual Farmingion Hills
Daddy/Daughter Dance held at
Mercy Center,

Each year, the event brings out
more and more doting fathers and
well-loved daughters. Last year's
event drew 650, according to Pam

The dance floors were filled with
fathers who gyrated without missing a

beat. . .

through five,” Hayes sald.

BEFORE 7 P.M,, couples began
to queue at the door as fathers
walted at the coat check, making
small talk with other dads in line.
Daughters stood politely in dresses

Hayes, the r
who organized the celebration.

“We sent out invitations to every
glrl In the Farmington school dis-
trict in grades kindergarten

d with bows and ribbons,
glitter and glitz. Thelr eyes
scanned the crowd for friends.

A handful of girls wore floor-
Iength gowns.

‘The fce of §10 a couple and $5
for each additional daughter pald
for a boutonnlere for dad, a cor-
sage for daughter, photos of dad
and his daughter and refreshments.

Three separate rooms, each with
Its own disc jockey, were reserved
for the event,

THE DANCE floors were fllled
with fathers who gyrated without
missing a beat to pop tunes llke

“My Girl,” “Lady in Red," “Cher-
Ish,”” “Faith” and “Walk Like An
Egyptlan.”

Round and round they spun their
daughters, who giggled with glee.
Few wallflowers were in sight.

And you thought your husbands
couldn’t dance to those fast songs,
didn't you, moms?

Doug Andersor, a Farmington
Hills pollce detective, took a break
from danclng with hls only daugh-
ter, Jamie, 2%, who could be bare-
1y scen adove the tadle tap, With a
punch-stalned mouth, she munched
on a cookle,

“Dance” was her one-word reply,
when asked what she enjoyed most
about the event. She answered shy-
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Two-year-old Jamle and dad, Doug Andernon, take time to Elena Spencer, 8, being apun around by her dad, Craig,
pose for a picture. Doug is a Far

activity, [Ike Friday's dance,
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|l Hills, The family tries to take part in every

Preparing for pageants with style, flair

By Debbie 1. Sklar
specin) wrller

ONTRARY TO bellef, It
takes more than a pretty
smile and an hourglass fig-
ure to make those stiff-

nosed judges stand up and take no-
tice at a beauty pageant.

At Couture Boutlque in Farming-
ton Hills, owner and dress designer
Mouheba Jordan says she’s an expert
when it comes to preparing a woman
for a beauty pageant.

"1 can tell a girl exactly what she
needs,” sald Jordan polnting to a
rack of sequined gowns. “I can show
her how to walk, talk, choose the
right bathing sult, and of course, de-
slgn a gown proportioned to her fig-
ure. Anyene can sell you a gown, but
not everyone ean sell you one that's
golng to fit.”

Jordan offers a few pointers for
those who are contemplating enter-
Ing a contest.

“It's nice to look sexy to a certaln

extent, but I think she should concen- -

trate on looking sophlsticated and
complete,” she sald. “On stage ahe
shouldn'’t be selling sex, but setting
an example as a young lady who de-
serves to be crowned.”

JORDAN SAYS she can't guaran-
tee high polnts fn other categories.
But when it comes to judglng the
cvening gowns, I know she’s going
to get the most possible points she
can, because we've fitted her per-
fectly in color as well ax style and
.slze," she sald.

The small boutique is filled with a
bevy of glamourous evenlng gowns
In every color and style of the rain-
bow, loungewear, pageant-style
bathing sults and dazling costume
Jewelry. Slzcs range from 4 o 26.

Known throughout Mlichigan as
the “Pageant Lady,” Jordan said she
oulfits women for just about every
pageant in the state. "They also
:olrsc from Indlana and Ohfo,”" she
sald.

A Lebanon natlve, Jordan has
llved in the Unlted States for 27
years. She has becn in business for
hersell six years,

“When I came bere I really want-
ed to be successful,” she said. “1
wanted to make our people back at
home proud of me and my family.

WHILE TRYING to get a handle
on the English language and raising
a family, Jordan still practiced the
trade she brought with her from
Lebanon — sewing.

“Even at my young age, I always
managed to make scarfs or mono-
gram something for someone,” she
sald. "I always felt I had ancye or a
gift for sewlng."

Alter three years of working out
of her home, where she mono-
grammed everylhing from sheets to
physlelans’ lab coats for Henry Ford
Hospital, she declded to open her
own business.

“It just got to be too hectle work-
ing out of my home," she recalled. *I
knew that it was time to mave out.”

Jordan says she opcned her first
shop in Livonia slx years ago, but
stayed only nine months. “I didn't go
into the business to make money, but
to glve my children the opporfunity
to work as well as watch them grow
before my eyes,” she said.

AS BUSINESS began to prosper In
Livonia, Jordan decided to move out
to Farmington Hills because she felt
there was a market for dress designs
Lhat she was creating In her spare
lime.

Since 1983, Couture Boutigue has
speclalized In “making every woman
look her absolute best.””

“This isn't your regular store
where you buy a dress and walk out
with It,” she explained. “It's a shop
that custom designs cach and every
garment to fit cut Indlvidual wom-
an's personality.

Mouheba Jordan, owner of

Hills, shows a dress that will be modified for a cunlom%r. Cups

“We can take o plain dress jazx it Will be added to improve cleavage, the waist will be 'Il\cd and
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by Alyce Hamm of France.
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pads will be added. The original dress was dnlgnod




