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Wife recounts life of suspected addict

Continued trom Page 1

had no children.

An automotive service manager
by professles, Wilson staycd clear of
crack for almost & year before he
apparently became hooked agakn af-
ter returning to Michigan Feb. 5. He
came back to Michlgan to resume
work 2s a service dispatcher at Or-
son Coe Pontiac, Grand Rapids.

Lals theorizes he came In contact
with crack on the trip back to Michi-
gan and “dldn't have the strength to
resist.”

People not familiar with crack
don't realize “how wicked that stufl
Is,” Lals said. "Cecll once told me he
couldn’t believe how this stuff had
such control of him."

“Nobody is Immune,” she added.
“From what I understand, one or
two pulfs and you're hooked. The
suceess rate of recovery for an ad-
dlct is less than } percent.”

]

SHE AND her husband separated
In fal) 1987 because of his erack hab-~
it, Lols said.

A Vietnam Army veteran, Wilson
spent five wecks recelving treat-
ment at the Veteran's Administra-
tlon hospital in Battle Creek for
post-traumatlc stress disorder,

He and Lois separated about a

year after he started using crack fol-
lowing thelr move to Westland from
Bartlesville, Okla., where he lost hls
job at a car dealership.

In sumsuer 1987, whea the couple
was llving in a Westland townhouse
whlle ho worked at Les Stanford
Chevrolet In Dearborn, Wilson took a
medical leave to recelve drug treat-
ment at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital,
Pouotlac.

While Wilson lived in a Dearborn
matel, Lols and her paster tried to
make sure he picked up his unem-
ployment check for shelter and foed,
but he always managed to divert it
for crack, she said.

In February 1988, after threaten-
Ing suicide at the Dearborn motel,
‘Wilson, unemployed, was treated at
VA hospitals in Allen Park and Bat-
le Creek. He also spent time In half-
way bauses, she sald.

ALWAYS A hard-working mana-
ger, her husband at first cxperienced
total denlal to crack. “But I knew
something was up,” Lois said. “He'd
be gone till 8 In the mornlng ~ total-
1y atyplcal behavior. He'd always
come right home from work.”

At the height of his addiction, Wil-
son had exhausted the couple's finan-
clal resources. ‘

“He hawked his toolbox and varl-

ous other things to get crack,” Lols
sald, “It got to the polnt where I had
no control aver anything. I couldn't
handle him being alone, not knowing
If he'd take comething oul of the
house to bawk it."

The couple scparated when they
couldn't puy the rent for thelr West-
land townhouse. “If I was golng to
sugkvm we had to separate,” Lols
sald.

After working last September and
October at Orson Coe Pontlac, Wil-
son moved back to Marshall — a
town of 12,000 between St. Louis and
Kansas City. Lois is a specch thera-
pist for Marshall Publle Schools.

“We thought we could re-cstablish
our marriage," Lols said. “But he
was not able to get a job, He was
gettlng rather depressed betng here
but providing no support for the
family. It bothered him."”

SO HE called Orson Coe Pontiae,
which “told him they'd love to have
him back,” Lols sald,

She sald he left for Grand Raplds
Sunday, Feb. 5. “He seemed excited,
We loaded up the car Sunday morn-
ing and he took off. I never heard
from him agaln.”"

Although one of the robberies he's
a suspect in took place Jan. 29 in
Dearborn Helghts, Lois insists her

‘Frustrated’ judge again
delays murder trial start

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

Oakland County Clrcult Judge
Fred Mester adjourned the start of a
Farmington Hills murder trial Mon-
day because he had not recelved
clarification from the state Supreme
Court on a “spousal privilege” lssue.

The actlon was not surprising.

Mester was cxpected to postpone
the trlal if he did not receive the rul-
iog, which will decide if Jon Allen

Vermeulen's ex-wile can testify at

histrlal.

The trial for Vermeulen, 43, of
Farmington Hills, was scheduled to
begin Monday. Mester made a few
remarks before adjourning the case,
clting hls own frustration with the
system that bas kept Vermeulen
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walting in jail for nearly 38 months.

A spokeswoman for the state Su-
preme Court sald Tuesday she has no
ldea when a written opinlon might
come from the court. “At thls stage
of the game, it's still pending,” she
added.

The casc was taken to the high
cowrt in 1987 and cral arguments
were heard last April; the court nor-
mally takes 9-12 months after argu-
ments to reach a declsion.

VERMEULEN 1S charged with

the fatal Dee. 26, 1985, shooting of
Urime “Renae” Lewis at Mulrwood
Apartments, He had married Lewis
slx weeks before the shooting, before
a divorce from his flrst wife, Sharon
Vermeulen, was final. Sharon and
Jon Vermeulen are now divoreed.

The defendant also shot himself
twlee in the chest durlng the 1985 in-
cident.

He remains In jall because of con-
flletlng lower court rulings about
whether his first wife could testlfy
for the prosecution,

fusband didn't leave Missouri until
Feb. 5.

Wilson planned to stay in Grand
Rapids long enough to establish a
good work record. His wife plunned
to spend summers there,

He eventually hoped to return to
Marshall and find a job “so we could
be together agaln,” Lots sald,

“I honestly felt, with trcatment
and a job, he had good chance,” she
safd. “f didn’t think he'd go on the
deep end so quick.”

Wllson arrived In Grand Raplds
Monday, Feb. 6. He recelved an ad-
vance in pay, reated the Grand Am
because of car trouble and arranged
to start work later in the week.

The next day, he called the car

dealership from Detroit, saying he'd
contact them later in the week to
start work, Farmington Hllls police
Inspector Thomas Godwin sald.

ON THURSDAY, Feb. 8, Wilion
checked Into the Star Motel in De-
trolt under, the name Lawrence
Reed. In both his room at the motel
and In the Grand Am, police found
crack pipes and resldue. No money
was found on Wilson.

Lals pledges to devote part of her
lfe to drug education in Marshall,
She hopes (o start a memorial fund
in her husband’s memory. “If we can
keep even one kid from ever trying
that stuff. . "

Monday morning, Leis met with

her pastor, “I have a very deep rellg-
lous faith. I've gotten great support
through this whole thing from
friends at church.”

Wilzon, ralsed on the West Coazt,
will be buried near Holden, Mo, his
wife's hometown 90 miles southwest
of Marshall. The Rev. Raynard Mar-
tin of First Church of the Nazerene,
Marshall, Mo., will offlciate.

In addltion to his wife, Wilson
leaves his father, Cecil, of Monticel-
Io, Ky., his mother, Lurctha Pliking-
ton, of North Wllksboro, N.C; two
half-brothers, John and Davld Hil-
ton; and hls grandmothers, Isabelle
Wilson of Helton, Ky, and Hazet
Hlatt, of Nerth Wilksbaro, N.C.

2 panels

Contloued from Page 1

The flnal [nvestigative report
wlit be presented to the Oakland
County prosecutor for review,

“BASED ON the prellminary in-
vestigation, It's our opinlon ot this
time 1t was a justiflable shooting,”
police Chief Willlam Dwyer said
Sunday.

““The offleer feared for his life
not only from the accelerating ve-
hicle but because the driver was a
suspect In several armed robber-
les,” Dwyer said.

Wilson had rented the car from
Orson Coc Pontlac In Grand Rap-
ids, where a job as a service
dlspatcher had been waiting for
him all week, police sald.

“KIil me, I want to dle,”” Wilson
yelled through the open driver's
window momeats before he was
killed wlith a single shot frem the
offleer's 12-gauge pump’ shotgun,
pollce sald.

The officer, standing outside hls
patro} car with shotgun in hand,
three times ordered Wilson to sur-
render but fired when he feared the
man would drive along slde and el-
ther shoot him or pln him agalnst
his patrol car, police sald.

The offlcer never saw Wilson
a gun, But he knew the

BA

same

NEED HOT VLATER TODAY?
all
BERGSTROM'S INC, .
and kave
Y INSTALLATION

/\'~ £ N

!

AMD TwE T
M0 T MAD A

Sos =
Vebigpo venes

[ SN e~
R i, N
1)
)
1t &
I
a
. [
.
‘/‘l
/ .
k ¢
T '
W N
3 e

40 GAL.

If You're Tired of the Chains and the
High Priced Clubs...Get Back to
Basics at a Good O'Fashioned Pub!

RESIDENTIAL HOT
WATER HEATER

A5, 93309
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robbery suspect could be armed
and he saw the man reaching with
hls right hand toward the passen-
ger scat, pollee said,

A loaded black peliet gun, ideati-
cal in appearance to a mm semi-

to review death

automatie plstel, was found on the
passenger seat of Wilson's car, ly-

POLICE BELIEVE Wilson may
be responsible for the following
armed :

Ing ncxt to hls d right
arm. A knlfe in a sheath was found
on the frent floor, pollee sald.

THE FARMINGTON Hills offi-
cer had folowed Wilson onto Al-
blen after learning that a car
matching Wilson's had been chased
but Jost by Liventa police.

A Livonla officer, trying to stop
Wilson for a traffic signal viola-
tion, soon determined the car and
driver matched the descriptlons of
the getaway car and robber In-
volved in at least seven armed rob-
beries, including a Saturday morn-
fng stickup in Livonia.

Wilson was dead on arrival
shortly past 8 pm. Saturday at
Botsford General Hospltal, Farm-
Ington Hills, He dled of a gunshot
wound to the chest, the Oakland
County Medlcal Examiner sald.

The officer Involved In the shoot-
ing had never before fired a weap-
on [n the linc of duty, Dwyer sald.
He has been reassigned to adminis-
tratlve duty untll the investigation
1s complete.

“He's doing as well as can be ex-
pected,” Godwln sald,

As in all such cases, the officer
will be olfered some sort of coun-
seling, GodwIn sald.

It docsn't appear Wllson had a
criminal record. Pallce theorize he
pulled robberies to get money to
feed a recently revived crack co-
caine habit.

e Feb., 6, Amoco gas statton,
8008 Middlebelt, Westland,

® Feb. 6, Mr. Steak, Eaton
County.

@ Feb. 7, Red Lobster, Wayne-
Ford, Westland,

® Feb. 8, Amoco gas statlon, 13
Mlll‘§~Soulh!leld Road, Beverly

® Feb. 9, 7-Eleven, Warren-
Middlebelt, Garden City.

e Feb. 9, Super America gas
statlon, Ford-Harrison, Gardea
City.

® Feb. 11, Total gas statlon,
Plymouth-Farmington Road, Livo-
nl

a.

THE RECOVERED pellet gun is
the one belleved used In the armed
robberles. No gun was ever fired
during the holdups and no one was
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Although Wilson is a suspect in
the Jan. 29 robbery at Little Cae-
sar's Pizza, 25565 Joy, Dearborn
Heights, his wife, Lols, insists he
didn't Jeave for Michigan untli Feb,
5, But pollee haven't yet eliminated
him as a suspect In that rebbery.

“It's not up to us to confirm cach
robbery. IUs up to each pollce
agency to clear thelr own cases,”
Godwln sald.

“But far background, we want lo
determine the type of indlvidual
we were deallng with and what
iramc of mind he might have been
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You are invited to attend our dridal show and N
reception, Wednesday, February 22 or Thursday,
February 28, ? p.m., (n our Livonia store.

Prevlew
plus

ary as well as tr

gowns,

for bridat

and the mothers

of the bride and groom. Recefve expert adoice on
gift

and travel plans.

For your convenlence, please use Six Mile entrance.
To make reservations, call 591-7608, ext, 233,

~* Jacobson’s |
3(@:%386& .

asterCard® VIZA® and American Express® .
Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Untit 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday, N




