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Pioneers relied
on the sycamore

 HILE driving south on
Southfleld Road be-
tween 12 and 13 Mile, I
notlced a tree with nat-

ural ornaments decorating its
branches.

Hanging from the twigs of this sy-
camore tree were round fruits sus.
pended by a single siem.

In addition to Is characteristtc or-
naments, the sycamore has bark that
makes It look sick. Large pleces of
cream or light green bark are often
seen flaking from the trunk. One
might think the tree had psorlasls.

This featurc makes it casy to re-
member the sycamore's name be-
cause It locks slek. Actually, the
name probably comes from its re-
semblance to the English sycamore
maple.

SYCAMORE TREES are often
planied to landscape an area be-
cause they grow quickly, provide
good shade and are strong. But in the
early days of Amerlca’s settlement,
sycamore trees played a far more
important rele.

When George Washlngton rode
around the country, there were sy-
catore trees 13 feet In diameter. In
1802 one was discovered In Ohlo that
was 47 feet in clrcumference.

Today, Michigan's champlon tree
in Lenawee County [s a mere 24 feet
in circumference.

Large trees of this dimenslon were
very useful to early settlers. They
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were a}l hollow because the old wood
in the center had rotted away. While
families bullt thelr log cablns, they
would take shelter from one of these
giants.

ONCE THE house was built, they
would usc these natural cupboards to
store grain or meat during the win-
ter. They even used them as stables
for horses and caws.

Some (rees were cut into sectlons,
a bottom was attached, and they
were used as a barrel.

As time went on, sycamore wood
was uscd to make stercoscopes, or-
gan cases and phonegraph boxes. To-
day, they make butcher blocks and
crates from sycamore wood.

Not only did sycamaore trees bene-
fit man, they also provided shelter
for the chimney swift. Before chim-
neys became more common (kan sy-
camore trees, these birds would
roost durlng the night inslde this nat-
ural flue.

The writer is staff naturalist at
Independence Oaks County Park.

OUR PRE-SEASON PATIO SALE IS NOW
IN PROGRESS, SAVE 35% THRU MAR 15

There’s less than 5 weeks until spring!

Our summer collection of patie
furgiture has arrived bursting with the
newest of calors as *‘jade green™. The

best niews is 1hat cvery order placed

now thru March 13 will be ar a 35%%

«asings whether you buy from stock
or special order it.

828 North Main Downtown Rochester 652-1080 Open Sundays!

Sycamores look sick because of their flaking bark, but they
were important shelters to pioneers because their interiors
were hollow.

Elfy Storage Systems, I
dry, paniry, amawd
frame and drawer uni 2
storage needs. At a fraction of the cost
H] of custom buill-ins, Now 20% offt
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" The C_o}ﬁi;l‘z:c Closet Store

28956 Orchard Lake Road, Frm. Hls.

OPEN 7 DAYS/B55-9678

@ Twice a week is bette; § Twice a week is better

It’s Anchors Aweigh
atS.FA.!

Saks Fifth Avenue — Troy invites you to cruise
into Spring, Friday-Sunday, February i7-19.
We'll have a shipload of fashion and fun to help
you chase away the winter blues!

= Celebrate Spring with “Estee Lauder Style,” your girt
with any $12.50 purchase. Cosmetics, tirst floor.

* Preview the season’s best in swimwear, men’s and
women’s activewear, sportswear, suits and dresses.
Informal modeling, 12 noon-4 p.m., storewide.

« Visit our KI.D.S. Department for the grand opening
of our new Baby Boutique, and the introduction of
“Ptisibon,” the youthful new fragrance for infants
and children. K.1.D.5., second floor.

» Plus — we'll have refreshments on deck for sailors
and landiubbers alike! Third floor.

Plan to joinus — it's smooth sailing all the \vay at S.F.A.!
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Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy
Open weekdays 10 amto 9 pm; Saturday ‘tif6 pm; Sunday 12to 5pm
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WE NEED THE MONEY

FOR NEW MERCHANDISE!

STORE WIDE SALE
30% - 50% - 75% OFF

CLOTHING — COATS — JEWELRY

et

1st STOPLIGHT NORTH OF MAPLE

ON ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

Musical benefits
parks foundation

will become family members of the
Qakland Parks Foundation. Mem-
bers receive four wave poal passes
wnd wo admission pasvis o the
Oaléland County Parks, Googasian
said.

Ticket holders wil also become el-
Igible to win reservatlans for two for
a two-night stay at the Grand Hetel
on Mackinac Island.

A special dinner will be discounted
20 percent at the Troy Kyoto Japa-
nese Steak House for those who wish
to dine before the show.

A performance of “Company” in
the Birmlngham Theatre on Friday,
March 2, at 8 pm. will henefit the
Oakland Parks Foundation.

Stephen Sondhelm’s musleal about
relatlonships in marriages Is based
on playlets by George Furth, says
George Googasian, president of the
Oakland Parks Faundatlon.

Tickets are $35 per person, with
$15.50 tax deductible by law. For
reservations, call the foundatlon off-
lee at 335-2771.

WITH TWO tickets, cach couple

Seniors there is an
-

AMERICAN
\ AHRES" —
h RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
near you...

Enjoy independ , C hip and security
as well as meal service and housecleaning.

Each officiency or one bedroom apartment has its
own kitchenette as well as call system,

Rate range from $700 to $1,375 depending on the
focaticn and services offered.

Blrmingham Lincoln Park
645-0420 386-3600
\ Dearborn Heights
e 2
. estland

s ze.7r7

425.3050 ula»‘:rrw-gu‘on Hills

Sterling H 471-9141

378-3060""° Ann Arbor
677-0071

Surround yourself with a warm
circle of New Friends at one of the

AMERicAN
HOUSES )
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THE ONLY TING AS BIG AS OUR SAVINGS
ON uss CEILINGS IS OUR SELECTION
COME IN NOW AND SAVE $$1

o Fuee retarcant
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e b A ) & Txr pedl
"s‘; 725 Plateau 290 Fleot St 156 Choyonna

5159 uss $2|9 use 534‘1

DO-IT-YOURSELF SPECIALS

Famous USG® ealng panets art as 25y o instat
Select

asthey are easy on e eyes  yours from economy
o ire-pessstant and acoustical ceilngs - al o quatty
Irom USG Acousteat Products Co

100 DIFFERENT TILE ON DISPLAY!

Salo Ends 272809

CHICAGO METALLIC SUSPENSION SYSTEMS - .

THE WORLD’S FINEST GRID SYSTEMS

* EASY TO INSTALL
* CONFORMS TO COMMERCIAL SPECIFICATIONS
CHOOSE FROM A WIDE SELECTION OF

COLORS TO COMPLIMENT YOUR DECOR
AVAILABLE IN: WHITE, BLACK, BRONZE, BEIGE, ALMOND,
GREY, CHROME, BRASS, WALNUT GRAIKED, CREME, SILVER

I . BLACK or WHITE
SPECIAL LOW LOW REMIITRI: NN

i3 2 crossTee. ... 4
\ MR 4'CROSSTEE...... 10

12* WALL ANGLE

ESPRIT #403,
TERRA #402,

M FLEXIBLE

B ATOUSTICAL ' peggie gaa. |
W FIRERESISTANT oy prygeg #aos
W WASHABLE

SANDSTONE #407 ..

PRESSIVE CEILINGS fnc. pmy
12992 W 8 Mile Road * Oak Park
S etn ti it « 685.9003 -

OPLY VONDAY THAU FRIDAY 7'30°AM 14 330 PM » SATURDAY @ AW 1, t PY



