Moderates elect GOP vice chairs

By Tim Richard
staff writor

Suzanne Miller may be sceking
perpetual youth.

The 23-year-old Farmington Hills
woinan has startcd a second lesin ay
{third) youth vice chalr of the Michi-
gan Republican Party.

“Pm the only third vicechalr who
has ever run twlce,” sald Miller, who
left a job to work on a master's In
adveriising at Michigan State Uni-
versity.

Shie ranked with state chair E.
Spencer Abrahaim as among e few
top offlcers to win re-election unani-
mously Saturday at the Republican
State Conventlon In Grahd Raplds.
Blited as a love fest, the conventlon
actually showed party regulars hold
a 2-1 majority over Pat Robertson's
conservatlves,

“Muybe you heard a couple weeks
ago our frlends in the Democrat Par-
ty elected & new state chalrman
{Tom Lewand) who said a No. 1 lssue
on his platform was getting back the
youth vote. Ladles and gentlemen, 1
wish hlm Iuck,” Miller told the
cheering audlence.

“Last year over 68 percent of the
youth vote (ages 18-20) went for the
Bush-Quayle ticket. We spoke to
over 125 high schools and reached
over 15,000 studenis.

“In 1990 we wlll do even better,”
she vowed, and party leaders are
certaln she’ll deliver.

“An inspiration,” sald Saul Anuzls,
chair of the 3rd Congressional Dls-
trict, in nomtnating her. Anuzis re-
called her organization of the “Scat-
terblltzers," a youth group that cam-
palgned by car caravan on the way
to the 1988 national conventlon In
New Orleans, and the “Inaugural
Expedition,” a trip to Gccrgc Bush's

Suzanne Miller
youth vice chair

ago after serving as Fisher Body's
public relatlons dlrector and direc-
tor of organizational {raining and de-
velopment.

Politically, he had been fifth vice
chalr from 1984-88, a delegate to the
1984 and 1988 natlonal conventions
and the 11th Congresslonal District’s
presidential elector in '84.

ANDY ANUZIS, 28, of Redlord
Townshlp, won back his old job of
fourth (ethnic) vice chalr, defeating
Amold Simkus of the 4th Congres-
slonal District 1,024 to 489,

Anuzis was pomlnated by Sen.
Dick P of Lowell, a Kemp

Inavgural for
young folks.

Miller sald her reason for secking
an unprecedented second term was
to develop the contacts she has made
the last two years — particularly
now that Democrat Lewand wants to
challenge her team.

Low-key battles

The statc conventlon was a love
fest compared to the bitter dlvision
of a year ago, when the Kemp-Rob-
crison conscrvative coalitlon walked
out on the Bush moderates.

But there were still some battles,
low-key in comparison, which
showed the moderates, jolned by the
former Jack Kemp supporters, hold
a 2-1 advantage among party regu-
lars.

A test case, as Mlller saw it, was
the contest for fifth (senlor cltlzens)
vice chatr.

C.W. {Mac) McClellan, a Harbor
Springs resldent who spent 20 years
In Bloomfleld Township, defeated
the 14th Congresslonal Distriet’s “fa-
vorite grandmother," Mary Lowe of
Troy. The roll call was 1,007 for Mc-
Clellan to $17 for Lowe, who was
backed by last year's Robertson
forces.

“We're suppesed to bring back the
retirees in Michlgan's north coun-
try,” safld McClellan, who admitted
many UAW retirees around Atlanta
are keeping thelr union-Democratic
aflliations, But be added GM retirees
have their own club in “the Harbor.”

McClellan rettred 12 years ago

backer who refused to jump ship last
year; Slmkus, by former Sen. Alan
f.;ro;)sey. a fundamentalist conserva-
tive.

“My Job will be building bridges
with the heritage groupse— Polish,
Lithuanian, Irish,” sald Anuzls,
whose roots are Lithuantan.

“We spoke to the Ukrainian bigh
school in Hamtramck, and they or-
ganized a teenage Republican club.

Anuzis was 17th District chair last
year and one of the Kemp supporters
who last year stayed in the fold with
Posthumus. A one-time leglislative
aide, Anuzls now Is working on an
master of business administration
degree at the University of Michl-
gan-Dearborn,

The two roll calls were stopped
when the 2.1 moderate trend was ap-
parent. But they showed the loyalista
of TV evangelist Pat Robertson are
still In control in the 6th (Pontlac,
Lansing), 7th (Fiint), 14th (northcast
suburbs) and 15th (west central
Wayne suburbs) congressional dls-
tricts,

But Paul Welday, a Kemp chief-
taln last year, sald the GOP Is better
off after the infusion of conservative
new blood, “The Robertson people
built a fire under them {malnstream
veterans), opened up thelr eyes,"
Welday sald.

One clear peace signal: Abraham's
nominating specches were made by
natlonal commmitteewoman Ronna
Romney, of Bloomtield Hills, a Bush
backer; and Lori Packer, of South-
fleld, a Robertson backer. Packer
praised Abraham for “bringing peo-
ple together.”

GOP caucuses -
elect officers

Here are results of area congres-
slonal dlistrict caucuses from last
weekend's Republican State Conven-
tion In Grand Rasplds. (RSC stands
for

Royal Oak, Richard Dunsmore of
Redford Township.

18TH DISTRICT — Chalr, Joseph
Knotlen! T

govemlng body of Lhe party between
conventlons.)

17TH DISTRICT — Chair, Dennls
Flessland, Huntington Woods. Vice
chalr, Jaon Rellly, Redford Town-
ship. Secretary, Marie Reese,
trolt. Treasurer, Patrick Feeney,
Royal Oak.

RSC: James Stewart of Hunting.
ton Woods, Susan Licata Haroutuni-
an of Detrolt, Connle Rlchards of

lenberg, ‘ownshlp.
Vice chalr, Judy Rledlinger, Bloom-
{leld Township, Secretary, Julie Pul-
ginl, Farmington Hills. Treasurer,
Mike Bouchard, Beverly Hills,

RSC: Larry Dickerson of Farming-
ton Hills, Bob Tera of Blrmingham,
Yvonne Strother of Rochester Hills,
Kay Schmld of Novi.

In the only mafjor contest, Schmid
won over Jean Fox of Farmington
Hllls, Fox was one of the “kamlkare
Rempla who conducted & ?;t;suv

i In 1988,
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Senate signs

Anyone with an inclination to run
for the U.S. Senate nomlnation next
year got a chance to address the
state conventlon.

Who's golng over well?

Suzanne Mitler was wearing a
sticker for Bill Schuette {pronounced
“shoot-ee”), a second-term congress-
man from Midland County,

Andy Anuzis was openly plunking

for Clark Durant, former chair of

the US, Legal Services Corp. whose

bow tle and suspenders have become

fl trademark for the Kemp conserva-
ves.

Many other Republicans were
sporting stlckers for Dick DeVioo, ab
Amway Corp. vice presidenl,

Jack Lousma, the former astro-
nzut who was the 1984 nominee
against Sen. Carl Levin, surprised
many by making hls own pitch near
the tail end of the convention. Lous-
ma has settled in Ann Arbor and has
a defense-related business.

US. REP, Paul Henry of Grand
Raplds said he had “encouraged De-
Vos,” although Henry himself is a
Senate possibility against two-term
Democrat Carl Levin next year. “It's
do-able. That's the reason so many
are looking at it,” Henry sald.

In an interview, Henry predicted
party peaple would coalesce around
one candldate by this fall. “It would
be disastrous §f the party trles to
handpick a candldate,” he said,

Joe Knollenberg, new chair of the
18th District and a veteran Oakland
County leader, summed it up: “It's
wlde open.”

Licking wounds

Mike Legg, one of the “kamtkaze
Kemples” of 1988, was rcplaced as
2nd Cangressicnal Distriet chair, but
he's still active and atiended the con-
ventlon.

“I'm just licklng my wounds, I
don’t want to start a fIght,” sald the
Northvllle Township lawyer who
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E. Spencer Abraham
fourth term, unopposed

chaired ltast year's Kemp-Hobertson
walkout conventlon.
He circulated a letter seeking
members for Jfl group catled United
of

that “certaln elements within the
Republlcan Party found it easler to
purge newly actlve conservatlves
than to unite with them.”

ALSQ TAKING a defeat was
Elalne Donnelly, a Llvonia conserva-
tive, who lost a bid for re-clection to
the [ssues

by 2-1

Andy Anuzis
ethnic vice chair

prolssor, to 58 for Donnelly,

0 people I counted on weren't
there," she sald, adding, “I'll clean
;Juv. y files and do something that's

un.”

Donnelly still was chair of the out-
going issues committee and intro-
duced questlons to the convention.
Her summary of GOP philosophy:
“Democrats say eompasston is more
soclal services. Compassion means
creating 18 million new jobs for
unemployed Americans. The best

[{

from the 2nd District.
The vote was 58 for Gary Wol-
fram, a Hillsdale College economics

il
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