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Stmg shows unit is effective

By Casey Hans
and Jackle Kisin
statf writers

‘The three-month sting, which recovered 93 ve-
hicles, was dooe in cooperation with the National
Auto Theft Bureaw, the Oakland prosecu-

Oakiand County and F
forcement officlals believe ongoing action by a
regl undercover police agescy Is helping to
curtni] ear thefty,

Ofticers from Farmineton, Farmington Hills,
Southfield, Novi and the Oakland Coun

week, resulting in 47 arrest warrants and 15 im-
mediate arrests.

Last week's sting was the largest to date for the
alt, whieh I3 fusded through the Michigan Auto-
moblle Theft Prevention Autherity.

“The program . . . is a major reason why auto
theft in (he state is on it way down whueuzemt
of the natlon is experiencing increases,” sald Oak.
land County Sheriff's Capt. Gienn Watson.

THE 3-YEAR-OLD, $5-million theft prevention
program is ﬂnauwd through a $1 surcharge on

auto insurance policies, which began with 1986
leghlauou da!xned to belp thwart the estimated
29,000 vehicles stolen in the Detroit metropotitan
arca each year. Ninety percent of the vehicles
stolen across Lhe state each year are from the
Detroit area.

Dolan criticizes
cleanup plans

County
tor's and offlces plus several insur-
ance companles, Watson said at a Fed. 10 press
conference in Southfleld.

Nmullbecanrrw\'emdlnlhexunxm
ciolen frsta e olly of Fanninglue, bui pubiic
salety director | Fyank Laubaff said the vehisies
were “from {citles) all around us” and from other
states. Five of the recovered cars in the sting op-
cration were stolen in Farmington Bills,

Auto thefts in Farmington last year were up
from 25 to 33, but Lanhoff sald that was still way
down from the 1983 high of about §0.

“I look at thal as jast a minor increase — it's
slilt ope of Lhe lowest rates in five years,” be said.

FARMINGTON HILLS also had a slight in-
crease in agto theft rates between 1887 and 1988,
rising from 315 to 339.

But In looking at trends duriog the past five to
10 years, law enforcement officlals see an overall

decrease in auto theft, which they attribate to
more auto thelt jnvestigators and concentrated
efforts of the undercover police tactical and pa-
trol units.

“The large drop-o!f In 1987 was due to the auto
theft unit and the Increase in enforcemenl,”
Lauhoff sald. Auto thefts in Farmington totaled

58 i 1985 before dropping to 29 i 1987.

Farmington Hills police Chief William Dwyer

agreed the program is good.

“It has to belmledcumtomlelny
significant impact,” be sald. “These are the types
ofunmmatmnecded.llhl.nklhesuuwa-a
tion concluded last week was very successful.’

TO BEGIN the recent sting operalion, officers

put ads in the Detroit News and Oakland Press

looking lnrhmmodelars,undcrtbcgnhenl
an agto

Qakiand County detective wxuat in charge of

the auto thelt unit. Eleven full-time investigators

participated In the sting.

“We dealt with a loose confederation of assocj-
ates, who found that ope auto thief was taking
delivery of a luxury car stolen by another thief,”

said.

More than 70 of the recovered vebicles already
have beea returned to thelr rightfol owner. In
some cases, possible insurance fravd is being in-
vestigated.

Novi detective Ron Roy, an officer assigned to
the auto theft unit, said this week the real work
has fust begun. *“We still have to round up every-
one,” he added.

Staff writer Bob Sklar contributed to this
report.

Agencies
set hours
for holiday

Gov. James Blanchard's caviron-
mental cleanup injtlatives are weak,
sald state Hzp Jan Dolap, R-Farm-

, after his State of the
Stale address.

“The governor's proposal to
ate a state Superfund modeled uur
federal Superfund laws begs a cou-
ple of polnted questfons,” said Dolan,
whose district includes Farmington,
Beverly Hills, Franklin and Blagham
Farms,

Blanchard last week called for a
state Superfund law that would re-
quire responsible parties to clean up
hazardous wastes and allow the state
to collect triple damages from those
who fail to do so.

"Just how closely will it memhle
the federal program that man;
sider to be a miserable m!m?" Do~
lap asked. “Will it fall victim to the
compromlses, long court battles and
poor leaderahip that have led to long
delays and inadequate cleanups?”

The most alarming element of the
governor’s environmental agenda Is
his willingness to impose }olnl and
several labRlity, without regard to
fault, on owners and former owners
of contarminated land, Dolan sald.

“This could subject {nnocent pur-
chasers of property to lability for

tbe full cost of cleanup of contami-
natlon that

“We also need to provide incen-
tives to prevent contamination and
Identify and remove obstacles that

from mmﬂng " contaninated prop-
erty,” she sals

QUOTING CRAIN'S Detroit Busl-
ness, Dolan said the federal Super-
fund has cleaned up only 50 contami-
nated sites in elght years. That's 50
out of 1,200 enrollad in the program
and 30,000 identified by the Environ-

-mental Protection Agency. “That's

hrdﬁ.]y a model program,” Dolan

Voter approval of an environmen-
tal and recreation bond program last
November sent a clear message that
state residents want more actlon and

Jan Dolan
state representative

*milllon environmental and recre-

atlon bond program approved in bal-
lot proposals C and D.

Program objectives Include clean-
ing up hazardous wastes and finding
alternatlves to solld waste landfills,

Blanchard’s environmental
cleanup agenda also includes:

® A statewide recycling opportu.

The US. Postal Service will oper-
ate on a holiday schedule the day ob-
served as Washington's Birthday,
Monday, Feb. 20.

Farmington Hills City Hall will be
closed that day, not open as previ-
ously reported. But Farmington City
Hall will be open.

The 47th District Court in Farm-
ington will be closed Monday.

Farmington postmaster Keancth
Harris sald '.hcre will be no regular
resldential or business mall delivery
Feb, 20, Special delivery, express
mail and post office box service will
be provided. Limlted caller service
will be available only for customers
who regularly pick up thelr mail at
both facllities 8-10 2.m.

Mail will be plcled up from ali

waste

on by spending uoo mnuou

mwumlgmpay!or it, Dolan sald. nlty law and expanding the battle
She sa B chard ywred this blllwlnclude]uloe
message
geneﬂ.l Iund xuppon lor the Enavi- red\u:d
Fund “and rely  of the $150 million In Propasal C on

ronmen
euu.n:ly on bood sale proceeds for
cleanup.™

Blanchard called for developing
rules and furding by this summer for
projects to be financed by the $800

landfIl} alternatives,

® A pollution enforcement and
rescarch trust fund floanced with
fines and penalties assessed agalnst
polluters.

bozxes as late In
the day as possible to meet [lrsz
class mall service standards.
business collection boxes, with t.hc
targe 5:00 decal, will be picked up
alter 5 p.m.

‘Washington's actual birthday is
Feb. 22

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington.area police inci-
dents, fire ¢ifls and court cases
reported during the past week:
© ARMEAROBREDY
Hungry Howies in Farmington
by a masked nun who unplled he
hada

‘l'hcmm mrlng a hooded
sweatshirt and a blue dickie over his
face, entered Rungry Howie's, 21010
Farmington, at 1:50 a.m. Sunday and

ched the 3

approa
‘With his left hand In his sweatshirt
pod.:t.v.hemn.lmplyingbebada
gun, demanded mooey from an em-
ployee.;\nu'ukmmeuwney. the
man, thought to be zbout 30, ran

® DELIVERY MAN ROBBED

A Dominlo's Pizra delivery man
‘was robbed of 3 plzza by a man who
imptled be had a gun In Farmington
Hills Tuesday night.

According to a Farmington Hills
police 33
As m&ym-ald delivery man
drove into the parking lot of an

t complex on Jefferson
Cour(xl 11 5me.,benoﬂmdac-‘!r
following his.

Wbmbeparledln[mntnfallt
apartment s, the trailing car
pulled behind hb, blocking it.

A passenger then wptwdsed the
dellvery man, aski.nzu the pizza was
for a certain address. A shart con-
versation

The dellvery man refused handing
over the plzza for what appeared to
be a fake $20 bIL The other man
then tried to grab the plrra

When the other man implied he
had a gun in his coat, the delivery
man banded over the pizza, valued
at $9.44. Both the robber and hls ac-
complice were thought to be in thelr
late teens.

The resldeata for whom the pirza
was Inteaded were uoaware of the
robbesy.

@ SUSPICIOUS SKATER

Three girls, ages 8-11, skating at
Bonaventure Center, 24505
Halsted, saw a man with what
appeared to be the handle of a gun or
knlfe in his waistband at 2:10 p.m
Saturday,

‘The man, thought to be in hls 20s,
tried to skate alongside and flirt
with the girls, according to a Farm-
ington Hills police réport.

® SUSPECT NASBED
Farmington Hills police officer
Jeha  Markey amizicd Michlgan
State Police troopers in arresting a
suspen involved in a chase on I-696
turday.

According to a Farmington Hills
police report:

The car that troopers were chas-
Ing struck another car and left the
roadway along I-696 in Farmington
Hills at 4:40 pm. Saturday.

The driver ran porili lward Lie
Delta Dental Building on 12 Mlie.

Markey found a man matchling the
driver's description walking along 12
Mile, near Bunker Hill. The 37-year-
old man from Brighton was turned
over to the Michigan State Police.

® 2 ARRESTED

Farmington Hills pollce executing
a federal arrest warrant took into
custody two people at Muirwood
Apartments Monday night.

A 21-year-old Detroit man was ar-
rested on a charge of dlstributing co-
calne. A 23-year-old Farmington
Hills woman was arrested on a
charge of harboring a fugltive.

They were held in the Farmington
Hills Jail for U.5. marshals, accord-
ing to a police report.

® CARDAMAGE

Several cars were damaged or
broken Into around Orcbard Lake
Road and Leclane Feb. 10-12, ac-
cording to Farmington Department
of Public Safety reports:

@ One car Incurred $75 In dam-
age and had an entertainment unlt
valued at $350 stolen Feb. 10.

® Op Feb. 11, a car had a tire
slashed, causing $100 in damage.

® Sometime between Feb. 11-12,
a car had Its T-top broken, causing
$300 in damage.

® Several strects away on Folk-
stooe, another tire slashing caused
$75 in damage Feb. 11-12,

® THEFYS REPORTED

A snowmobile valued at $3,000
was reported stolen from a yard on
Oxford between Jan. 20 and Feb. 12.

Jewelry, money and a .357 Mag-
num revolver valued at $41,775 were
reported stolen from & house on Val-
ley Forge Feb. 10.

A deaktop personal computer val-
ued at $8,000 was reported stolen
from Penslno Planners, 28124 Orc-
hard Lake, Feb. §0-11.

A VCR and other items valued at
$2,450 were reported stolen from a
house on Colllngham Feb. 11.

Cassette tapes, a power booster,
cash and a purse all valued at $210
were stolen from a car parked be-
hind the Civle Theatre In downtown
Farmington Feb. 11.

A purse and jts contents valued at
$80 was reported stolen from a shop-
ping cart at K mart, 37175 Grand
River, Farmingtoe, Feb, 11,

An Oakland Press box valued at
$200 was reported stolen from out-
side Farmington Coney Istand, 30985
Orchard Lake, Feb. 12-13.
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The beauty of Thomasville upholstered

furniture is that there's so much to choose
from. In fact, with all Thomasvitle's style and
fabric combinations, the only real problem is
narrowing your choices down to one.

“Whatever you chooqe,]mu‘vc chosen
correctly. Thomasville upholstered furniture
is carefully bencheralted by hand by master
furniture craftsmen. For Thomasville, there is
simply no other way.

Come see all the Thomasville uphol-
stered futniture at our Thomasville Gallery.
Where you can see room after roont of
America's best-selling furniture styles, all
fully coordinated by adesigner's eye

So, get comfortable, With uphol stered
fumniture 'Ihomasvﬂ!

~ SAVE
30%-40%
'ON ALL

Fige Furniture...Wheré Quality Costs You Less

OPEN SUNDAYS 1-5 THRU MARCH 12t

20292 Middlebelt
Just S, of 8 Mile, Livonia

Moo Thurs.-Fri. 930,999 Tvos WodSat. £:30.8:30

THOMASVILLE
nterlors

474-6900
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