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P!anners re;ect Muirwood rezgnmg

Architect Laonard Slegal of SiugullTuomula

BOD SKLAR

planu for Mulrwood Square at "‘IB Farmington

Associates describea p

Thursday.

{i Planners comment on

of the Farming-
ton Plnnning Commlxlon and the
Fi

Far

Develop-

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

Thc Farmington Hils Plunn!ng
willr

ment Aul)mrlly also spoke out
against the project, as they did lost
week, because of possible detrimen-
tal eifects to the smaller clty's
bus!ness district at Grand

nst
rezonlng property lhnt would nllow a
dott the

River and Farmington roads.

Muirwood Square shopplng center to
105,000 square feet — about twlice
ts current size.

The center's owner, Farmington
Hills-based Beztak Building Co., also
announced Thursday it has secured
an anchor grocery for the proposed
expansion at Drake and Grand Rlv-
er, the Shopping Center Market,
which has a store at 15 Mile and Orc-
hard Lake Road In West Bloom(leld,

The commisslon’s 5-3 vote Thurs-
day agalnst the rezoning came after
city planning consuitant Claude
Coates recommended It, saylng it
would “not be a signlficant change"
to the clty’s master plan,

A rezoning of the property would
not exactly follow the clty's Master
Plan, which calls for residential In
the area.

The issue now goes to the Farm-
Ington Hills Clty Council, where it
will likely be debated in March. The
councll wll make a {Inal decision on
rezoning for the project, which sits
at the Farmingion/Farmington Hills
border and has caused concern in the
nelghboring, smaller city of Farm-
Ington.

REPRESENTATIVES OF the
Chatham Hllls subdivision in Farm-
inkton, and the Independence Com-
mons and Independence Hills subdi
visions in Farmlngton Hllls opposed
the rezonlng, citing traffic conges-
tlon us a major reason.

I clse goes In, I'm
going to go out,” added Michacl
Stocker, owner of Stocker's Market
in ncarby Farmlngton, and one of
several merchants speaklng agalnst
the project.

Ploase turn to Pago 4

How they
voted . -

The motion was to

wmmercm and parking, ‘which
would allow an expansion’ of lhn
nhopplng center. The motica
called a “reasonable nluzmauve“
to the cny’n master land use plan.
c::ruxfnlssloner Jerd Vanl!ouben was
t

Vollng “ges™: 3

© Jognze Smith: “To ldd lhh
small amount to our commércial
area does not do -uylhlnz dmuc
to our master plan.* . °
" ® Pan Blhm e (3 m.lk=
sense foe the clty of Flrmlngl.on
Hills to auppen the tezoning.”
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Could traffic signal have saved gurl'?

By Judilh Dener Bsrne
and Carolyn DaMarco
stalf wrlters

THAT WAS CONTRADICTED Friday by
road commisslon spokesman John Joy, who
sald installing the light has nothing to with

Too late {or 10-year-old Holly Paw), the In-
tersection of 14 Mlle and Drake roads at the
Hills and West

borders of Farmington
Bloomfleld will get a traffic light.

Instailation is planned by early summer,
but there is a clear question of whether it
could have happened belore last Tucsday's

accldent In which Holly died.

Farmington Hllls proposed the signal at

the intersectlon over a year ago.

A traffic study showed growing traffic,
particularly In rush hours, and the aceident
data met the requirements, sald assistant

city manager David Call.

“We would have Installed it carlier but
they (the road commission) wanted the sec-
tlon paved," Call sald, referring to the north
leg of Drake which lles within West Bloom-
fleld Township. Drake Is paved south from 14

Mile.

the paving.

can be [natalled.”

mission to pay for the road.

In response, Call clted a May 11, 1987 let-
ter from Winston J. Myrie, of the road com-
misslon's tralflc safety divislon, which said
“1f these paving projects should increase the
traffic demand to warrant signals at Hal-
stead and 14 Mile Road and at Drake and 14
Mile Road, it will be necessary that the north
and south legs of these intersectlons have
matching cross-sections before trafile signals

To meet that demand took longer, requir-
Ing a financlal agreement among Farming- -
ton Hills, Oakland County and the road com-

Farmington Hills, a city has control of its
roads, West Bloomfield, a townshlp, must
rely on the road commission.

Please turn to Page 3

The Intersection at Drake and 14 Mile
roads on the West Bloomfield/Farm-
Ington Hllls border has been the aite

DAN DEAN/statt phatographer

of two tratfic fatalities In a little over a
year — the Jalest one !ast week.

County awa|ts chance to arrest Ohio rapist

By Joanne Maliszewskl
slaff wrlter

It wlll be at least 30-60 days be-
fore the man accused of belng Oak-
land County's serial raplst returns to
Michlgan from Ohlo where he was
sentenced Friday to 58-140 years in
prison for rape, robbery and assauit.

Steven A. Szeman Jr., 25, the for-
mer West Bloomfleld resident
accused of being the skl-masked ra-
plst, must be placed in a permanent
Ohlo correctional facility before he
can be formatly notifled to return to
to face charges, Qakland

Steven A. Szeman Jr,
“ want to apologize’

County assistant prosecutor John
Slevin sald.

“He has 30 days to decide whether
he will {ight it (actainer proceeding).
If he waives It, an officer (will serve
arrest warrants) and bring him
back," Stevin said.

1f Szeman [ights detalner proceed-
ings, Qakland County investigators
must prove to Ohio authorities they
have valld arrest warrants agatnst

Szeman.

Before a media erush Friday af-
ternoon, Judge James J. McMonagle
of the Cuyahoga County Court of
Common Pleas In the Cleveland Jus-
tlce Center sentenced Szeman to 10-
25 years for each of four counts of
rape, 10-25 years for ona count of ag-
gravated robbery and 8-15 years for

one count of felonlous assauit. Sen-
tences will run consecutively.

The Rocky Rlver, Ohio, resident
pleaded guilty Jan. 4 to the charges
in connectlon with the rape of a 24-
year-old woman in her parents’
home in North Qlmsted, Ohlo, Nov.
10.

Alter breaking into the house and
raplng the woman repeatedly, the
ski-masked, knlfe-wiclding rapist
gathered things to steal. That al-
lowed his victim to run outside and
pound on a door for help, Ha chased
her but ran away when people came
to her afd. The suspect, Szeman, was
coraered in 2 yard of a bouse In a
business district and held for police.

Hills assessment hikes average 10%

By Josnne Mallszewski
statf writer

‘The housing market is stabillzing but Farming-
ton Hills residential property assessments will
continue to feel the effects of booming sales in
1987-88.

nax
advertlsoment you place In

Hilla property tax as-
are ted (o increasa an average 10

your

percent this year, with some aress Increasing as
much as 15-20 percent.

"“Wa're stil] catching up to the 1967 sales mar-
ket. We've been using a 24-month sales study
that's sllowed us to apmd tbat rapld increasa in

sales over a longer period of time," Farmington
Hllls assessor Dean Babb sald.

‘"While assessments are still Increasing, overall
they aren’t as bad an they were last year.”

In 1988, residential property assessments in-
creased an average 13-18 percent, with some In-
creasing as high as 20 percent.

Residential property assessments must be In--

creased at least 10 percent or the Oakland County
Equallzation Division will apply a factor.

“We're trying to move no more than the county
requires becauss of the stowdown, stabllization {n
ihe market,” Babb sald.

Some significant increases of anywhere from

50-100 percent will be seen in vacant residential
ly, particularly In newer subdlvisions.
“Our studles Indlcate our assexsmenls were
very, very low,” Babb sald.

NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY will fare a
li{tle better. Industrial property owners can ex-
pect an average 5-percent increase. Commercial
pmpeny owners will face an average 2-percent
Increase, wilh some recelving no increase and
others recelving aa much as a’10-percent lo-
crease.
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AT HIS sentencing, Szeman, with
tear-fllled cyes, sald, “I want to apo-
loglze for all the hurt I've cansed the
victlm and others,” according to a
Cuyahoga County Cotirt of Commons
Plens spokesman. Szeman's attor.
ney, James Burke of Falrview Park,
©Ohlo, could not be reached for com-
ment.

Szeman wlll remain in the Cu-’
yahoga County Jail until his transfer
to the Chillicate Correctional Institu- -
tion, a maximum security prison’
near Columbus. Szeman's parole eli- *
gibility wlll be determined by the

Pieasa tumn to Page 4
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