STREET CRACKS

Monday, February 20, 1889 O&LE

{0)50

Elstner

aets

taste of show
biz as clown

By Larsy O'Connor
stalt writer

Many comedians say they were
class clowns. But Chas Elstner can
boast of being a real clown.

In fact, the Chicago-raised come-
dian attended Ringling Brothers and
Barnum Balley’s Clown Schoo) for
three months in Venlee, Fla, He even
toured with the “Greatest Show on
Earth" for awhile before moving on
ta the comedy stage.

And if P.T. Barnum himself sajd
there was a secket born every min-
ute, the same might be sald for sore
feet. The 16-hour, six-day a week
grucl was a hearty introduction to
the world of show busincss.

“I'm out on the road now, and I
hear guys being on the road two
months at a time and complaining,”
sajd Elstner, who will appear
Wednesday through Saturday, Feb,
22.25, at Jocy's Comedy Club in
Livonia. "1 say, ‘This is peanuts.’ *

After 11 years of doing stand-up
comedy, things are starting to crack
open for Elstner. He's appeared on
the Arts & Entertainment Network's
“Good Time Cafe,” the syndicated
“An Evening at the Improv" and
Showtime's “Comedy Network.”

ON THE DAY of the interview,
Elstner was preparing for an audl-
tion on “The Tonight Show" with
Johnny Carson. It wuuld be the third
or fourth time he's tried out for the
show. But, he added, some of today’s
better known jokesters needed seven
or cight tryouts before they were
discovered on what is the comedle

Chas Elstner can boast of
being a real clown. He at-
tended Ringling Brothers and
Barnum Bailey's Clown
Schoof for three months in
Venice, Fia., and even toured
with the circus for awhile.

equivalent (o the corner drugstore.

Elstner, 30, refuses to quit.

That's not to say he hasn’t thought
about it. But there's always been
wmcone there to give him a push.

“In business you're always
asking, ‘Why am I dolng this to
myacl?,’ ” said Elstner, who llves in
Los Angeles. “This Is so hard. Not so
mauch belng on stage, but che busl-
ness of it."

uently, Elstner would give
himself a month, If things didn't get
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better, he'd glve up comedy.

‘Then after one show, a person
ecame up to him and told hita 1 wick
willt 8. The person wieg Geo g -

Agaln three yenrs ngo, when
Elstner was about to call it quits, he
recelved a phone call. Apparently,
some hotshot comedian was golng to
be a regular on “Saturday Night
Live.” The Improv in Los Angeles
asked Elstner to replace Dana (“The
Church Lady") Carvey, who left for
“Saturday Night Life.”

Since then, Elstner hasn't looked

back.

DOUBTS HAVE becen replaced by
determination. He's following
through on a goal be’s had from the
{lrst time he walked Into The Imprav
in New York.

Instead of learning other comedl-
ans' styles, Elstner studled the pro-
fesslon, He found that Bill Cosby
learned psychology, Steve Martin
detved [nto philosophy and Charlie
Chaplin practiced ballet.

Elstner took courses In those sub-
Jjects at the Unlversity of Hawall and
a business class for good measure.

“I noticed most of them make It
between the age of 30 and 32, said
Elstner, who s at that age. "At 18,1
said I have a lot of time to learn and
to make mistakes."

At 19, Elstner started out per-
formling at a coffee house near the
campus. From there, he honed his
act down to a science.

Elstner's act has developed into
four different phases — hls child-
hood years, his philosophy on life,
stresses of life and being a man.

‘Through the years on stage,
Elstner found that his expericnee as
a clown was not all for naught.

“] think what it did was after
dolng 800 shows a year was teach
me dofng something over and over
again, you have to {ind out how to
make It Interesting enough to to
make it sound brand new,” he said.

Chas Elslncr will perform on

through
Fcb 22-25, at Joey's Comedy Ciub,
36071 Plymouth, Livenia, For in-
JSormation, call 261-0555.

Belzer loads up
on the chuckles
for ‘Bush & Co.’

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer

A presldentlal honeymoon period
observed by comedians? Sure, espe-
cially if you're Richard Belzer.

And the politlcally observant hu-
morist, somewhat llke the media and
Congress, is sizing up the Bush presl-
dency tn its infancy to see what it
will bring In tcrms of materlal. Asa
source of laughs, President Bush has
a tough act to follow.

“] think Reagan was easicr to do
jokes about than Bush wiil be,” sald
Belzer, who will perform Wednesday
through Saturday at Chaplin’s In
Fraser. “Everything Is in limbo right
now. Every ene Is trylng to be nice
and not face up to the reallty of the
rmess Reagan left the country in.

“Quayle is one of the funnlest
creatlons in God'’s ercatlon. He's a
big, slow moving target.

*“Bush is a hard one to flgure out.
He's gone through so many personal-
Ity changes. He went from belng a
wimp to Superman. 1 was hard on
him during the campalgn. 1 guess
people have short memories.”

What's that saying on never talk-
fng about politics and rellgion?
Belzer violates that with regularity.
Thosc who make news are targels
for his barbs — politlcal, rellgious or
atherwlse.

The hcadliner’s matetial is what
he gleans from the headlines. Belzer
reads flve newspapers a day, Includ-
ing the New York Times, Washing-
ton Post and USA Today ("Not for
intellectual stimulation,” he sald of
the latter.).

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send us the information:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150,

[ ] EEA'S KITCHEN
RobLedermoh, Astaro Shelton,
and Dowantown Tony Brown will ap-
pear Friday and Saturday, Feb. 2¢-
25, at Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541
Larned, Detrolt. Showtimes are at

- B:30 p.m. and 10:45 p.m, For rescrva-
~. tlons, 961-2581.

»

© COMEDY SPORTZ

Comedy Sportz at the Heldelburg
will have improvlisational comedy at
8:30 pm. and 11 pam. Friday and
Saturday, The ciub is at 215 N. Maln,
Ann Arbor. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m,
and 11 pm. For reservations, call
995-8888,

® HOLLY HOTEL R
Jef Brannen, Ken Brown and Mi-

chael Bonner will perform Thursday
through Saturday, Feb. 28-25, at the
Historic Holly Holel 110 Battle Al-
ley Holly. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.
ursday, 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

Fﬂdny and 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Saturday, For reservations, call 634-
1891,
® JOEY'S

Chas Elstoer will appear Weanes-
day through Saturday, Feb. 22.25, at
Joey's Comedy Club, 36071 ¥lym-
outh Road, Livonla. Showtimes are 8
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday and 8
p.m, and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, No smoking night is Thurs.
day. For informatlon, call 261-0555.

® LOONEY BIN

Raben Raben will perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, Feb, 24-25, at The
Looney Bin Comedy Club, The
Wolverine Lounge, 1655 Glcugnry,
Walled Lake. Showtimes are 9 p.m.
Friday and 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. Satur-
day. Also appearing will be Mike
Conzell and Kelth Raff. For Infor-
mation, call 668-9374.
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® MAINSTREET

Wayne Cotter will appear at 8:30
p.m. and 11 p.m. on Friday through
Sunday, Feb. 24-26, at MainStreet
Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Liberty,
Ann Arbor. For reservations, call
856-9030.

® COMEDY CASTLE

Jelf Marder will appear Tuesday
through Saturday, Feb. 21.25, at
Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle, 2593

Woodward, Berkley. Showtimes are
8:30 p.m. Tuesday threugh Thursday
and 8:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. For reservations, call 542-
9900.
@ PROCK'S

Bob Posche will appear on Friday
and Saturday, Feb. 24-25, at Prock’s
Comedy Show Room, 1019 W. Maple,
Clawson. Showtimes are #:30 p.m.
and 10:45 p.m. For reservations, cal
280-2626.
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Richard Belzer is

earned him accolades from the top
comodhms ol our um: Said the late

Airectly wi
ence.” Added Robin Willlams, “Won-
derful when he's on the edge. The
Marguis de Sade as a gameshow
host.™

Part of the Belzer success is said
to be his spontameity. He's been
noted as one of the few comedians
whose routine changes night to night.

Often preferring the quaint setting
of small clubs, audiences have been
known to become involved. Some-
times Belzer is considered harsh, al-
though reperts lately have him mel-
lowing a bit.

“P've been accused of being easler
on the audience, but I think that's not
necessarlly true,” Belzer said. “Per-
haps I haven't been concentrating on
the audience as much because I've
had more on my mind. ! still talk to
the audience qulte a bit.”

COMEDY 1S not Belzer's only
vice. He's also an actor, appeariag ta
such fllms as “The Groove
Tube,""Author, Author," “Fame,”
“Night Shift" and “Scarface.”

Beizer also hosted a Hve talk
show, “Hot Propertles,” on Lifetime
Cable Network. Hls encounter with
wrestier Hulk Hogan on the show
landed him in the hospltal. He is

like the media and Congress.
He's sizing up the Bush presi-
dency in Its infancy to see
what it will bring in terms of
materlal,

THE BRIDGEPORT, Conn, na-
tive worked as a reporter for a cou-
ple of years before launching his
comedic career. So with good rea-
son, Belzer fancies himself as a
stand-up Journalist.

Some have labeled Belzer as a
modern-day Lenny Bruce., “Except
I'm still allve,"” he said.

Nonetheless, he's patented a sar-
castic brand of humor that has

suing the Hulkster for $5 million.

His gh into comedy,
though, came through television ap-
pearances. He was a guest on “The
Tonight Show,” “Late Night With
David Letterman" and “Saturday
Night Live.”

And speaking of SNL, Dennis Mil-
ler on that show has a simllar, cocky
style of politically observational
comedy.

“I don't want to fuel the fires of
that,” Belzer said. “People can draw
their own concluslons.”

Rlc)mrd Belzer will appear
through
Fcb 22-25, at Chapluu Comedu
Club, 34244 Groesbeck Huwy.,
Fraser. For reservations, call 782-
1902,
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CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES OFFER
BUY 3 PERFORMANCES - GET ONE PERFORMANCE FREE
) GREAT SEATS STILL AVAILABLE
! SATURDAY ORPHEUS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
, R FEB. 25 WITH SUSAN PALMA ON FLUTE
CATERING FOR llO\‘lE OR OFFIC!‘. 8:00P.M.
T SUNDAY SAINT PAUL CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
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Two Great Dining Experiences
One Convenient Location
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1z for everyone

Business lunches

Outside of your boardreom, Jacquen is

the perfect pluce to meet. The food and

ambience will serve to make business on

enjoyable experience.
Romantic dinners

Continental culsine, fine wine, and a se-

Luncheon 11am-3 pm
cluded table for two..the perfect setting Dinner 5 1
for romance. Fnday&Sgrt;day?':‘i]
Complete culerme{ food will e Cockla1 pi: 2 am
lhvm' of your special affalr. .
Reservations A ted
Reservations accepted . AL 642-00! cswP
at642-3131 30100 Telegraph Rd.

. JustN. of 12 Mile

Live Entertainment & Dancing
Now appesring: Leon Spinks and

Whenthe
settlng sright,

so'sthe night.

Denny Melain (on keyboard)
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